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Sentiallythe eyes and ears of the UNHCR, accusing the office of mourns on the marker by the grave of the former Serbian "You have come back lo our homo to versity of the East. 
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Opposition set to defy Senga 


Chiz: Dialogue with troops to push through despite 5-pt directive 


By Michael Lim Ubac and Christine O. Avendaño process by which promotions and tions," he said. mand and the Constitution.” that Biazon “practically accuses 
Appointments were made within _ Malacahang, however said the Yesterday, Presidential Political the President of violating the 
INA MOVE THAT COULD PUT TO THE TEST THE HEAD 5 leaving tea mud five-point pidm sheild serve kag “Gabriel айю accused Constitution.” 

3 3 E т 5 5 discretion on the partof as a “reminder” to politicians and Sen. Rodolfo Biazon of a itating, "If he is quoted con Sena- 
five-point guidance issued by Armed Forces Chief the appointing authority (res those wanting to bring soldiers to the military against дана aaa е 
of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga, the House minority =» audes abi Se n PAGG YAO dee — nag ag the political situation and agi- 
0 3 S Ta a nse i " uy Ignacio Bunye n Friday, Biazon called on tating the military against the 
i bent on AA Е 

A - “el ine ien ,. ‘апус о violates authorities," Claudio said. With 
tion from political interference, military as professional soldiers the Constitution isyour enemy" reports fr иг; 

House Minority Leader Francis foot down on the proposal. Kison and are using performance asa committed Qe thai of com. Ina text message, Claudio said pest 2d 
“Chiz” Escudero yesterday said had said that holding dialogues basis for promotion." 
the aim of the dialogues with the with soldiers without the ap- Reacting to Senga's five-point. 
military “in and out of the camp”  proval of the military top brass guidance, maverick administra- 
Tus to listen to what they have constituted interference in the tion Sen. Joker Arroyo yesterday 
tosay” chain of command and would be said the military should talk less, 

He said the dialogues would dealt with accordingly. cut back on its propaganda and 
also allow the opposition in the Escudero said he found Kison's withdraw from the glare of the 

E Lower House to answer statement “the height of arro- media. 

charges that had been leveled  gance, especially in relation to a “They better just keep quiet 
against them by the adminis- member of this chamber whichis and return to barracks,” he said in 
tration. supposed to be the highest policy- an interview. 

According to Escudero, "sol making body of our govem- Arroyo said the military's high- 
diers, officers and enlisted men” ment," profile stance in the media wasn't 
Should also learn that “being [in То: appease Escudero, Rep. helping dispel the belief that it 
the) opposition does not make Rodolfo Bacani, the sponsor of was ready to flex its muscles and 
one an enemy ofthe state.” the DND budget, said the minori- intervene in a political turmoil, 

“The talks would also disprove ty could meet with soldiers in var... much less quell the restiveness 
claims by the administration that ious camps subject to “security within its ranks. 
the opposition had been plotting situations in the area you intend “The AFP is very talkative. Ev- 
against President Macapagal-Ar- to visit.” ery bit of everything is press re- 
royo. Escudero clarified that the mi- lease," he added 

‘The plan was disclosed by Es- полку did not intend to conduct Рог Sen, Panfilo Lacson, a for. 
cudero during deliberations the dialogues for the purpose of mer national police chief, the 
‘Thursday on the proposed budget politicizing the military: guidance would not help quell 
of the Department of National In issuing the five-point “The the restiveness within the mili- 
Defense. Role of the Armed Forces in tary ranks. 

The Sorsogon lawmaker insist- These Trying Times,” Senga re- “No amount of five-point guid- 5 

" ed that the House minority hada minded soldiers to remain neu- ance will remove the restiveness CZECH VISITO! 
right to talk to the soldiers since tral and resist any attempts by among military personnel, espe- | Sonate President Pr à : , 
ЧЁ President herself planned to politicians to use them for their cially when the central figure in ану resident Premysl Sobotka of the Czech Republic (left) is welcomed by Senate Bred deat. 
do so. vested interests. the ‘Hello Garci' tape is now the 'rankdin Drilon at Villamor Air Base yesterday. The second highest official in his government, 

He castigated Col. Tristan Ki- Escudero pointed out that the prospective replacement of Gen- | Sobotka andfive other Czech senators are here on a four-day visit. They are scheduled to meet with 
son, the erstwhile AFP politicization of the military was eral Senga while the others were Vice President Noli de Castro, Speaker Jose de Venecia, Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo and the 
Spokesperson, for putting his actually caused by the political rewarded with the choicest posi- pier Filipino senators. поь нотом 
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Corruption 
costing RP 
— CSC exec 


By Nelson Е Flores 


CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSIONER KARINA 
‚ Constantino-David has warned that the gov- 
ernment’ failure to curb corruption would 
heavily cost the nation’s social fabric. 

David, a sociologist, issued the warning 
Friday during the Anti-Corruption Conver- 
gence Summit at the Crowne Plaza Galleria 
Manila. Among the serious costs of failure, 
she said, would be society's indifference and 
apathy towards the government. She said 
these would ultimately lead to cynicism and 
the destruction of the democratic way of life. 

According to David, the people now are 
slowly becoming indifferent due to the empty 
promises made about fighting corruption. 

She said that for the anticorruption drive to 
be successful there should be a self-cleansing 
program in all the government agencies. 
“Maglinis muna sa sariling bakuran (Let's first 
clean our own backyards),” David stressed. 

During the summit, Ombudsman Mercedi- 
tas Gutierrez launched the National Anti-Cor- 
ruption Program of Action (Масра), а com- 
prehensive program of action against corrup- 
tion in government. 

“This is just the start of a unified approach 
in addressing corruption. With the Nacpa, the 
anticorruption campaign would be coordinat- 
ed and well-planned," Gutierrez said. 

Gutierrez said that through Nacpa, the Office 
of the Ombudsman would strengthen the coor- 
ination of anticorruption programs between 
the government and civil society groups. 

Among Nacpa's programs would be the 
training of at least 8,000 anticorruption in- 
vestigators and prosecutors and the sponsor- 
ship of anticorruption laws. 

Guillermo "Bill" Luz, executive director of 
the Makati Business Club and chair of the 
Coalition Against Corruption, challenged the 
Ombudsman to go after corrupt government 
officials and exercise its independence as an 
institution. 

“We realize that the Office of the Ombuds- 
man is an independent institution. 

We look forward that its promises be kept," 
Luz said. 
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Cops admit 
case vs SAF 
rebels weak 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


THE POLICE HAVE ADMITTED THAT THE 

case against Special Action Force officers im- 

plicated in the attempt to unseat President 
oyo was "а little weak.” 

, its а little weak, but we are not 
prohibited from submitting (additional) evi- 
dence during the trial,” Director Marcelo Ele 
Jr, chief of the police Directorate for Investi- 
gation and Detective Management, said. 

‘The DIDM, however, has “found probable 
cause” to recommend administrative summa- 
ту hearings against Senior Supt. Benjamin 
Magalong, Chief Insp. Eric Dilag and Insp. 
RyanPaloma. 

‘The three officers face charges of grave 
misconduct. If found guilty, they could be dis- 
missed from the service. 

‘Their former superior, sacked SAF com- 
mander Chief Supt. Marcelino Franco, also 
faces charges of negligence, according to Ele. 

“We have found probable cause based on 
the preponderance of reports (of their in- 
volvement),” Ele said on the phone. "But we 
have no sworn statements (against them). 
‘The case isa little weak.” 

Should they fail to get additional evidence, 
the police will be pursuing its case against the 
four SAF officers based on reports tagging 
them as having had a hand in trying to oust 
Ms Arroyo. 

Police Director General Arturo Lomibao 
would be assigning a hearing officer to the 
case, Ele added. 

Lomibao earlier said that part ofthe plan to 
unseat Ms Arroyo was for the SAF to take over 
Camp Crame and the Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport 

The SAF men, the most seasoned combatants 
in the police force, were supposed to take 
Lomibao and his two top deputies hostage, and 
force a declaration of a withdrawal of support 
by the PNP from the Arroyo administration. 

‘The SAF had planned the attack on PNP 
headquarters and the Naia twice in Jan- 
uary—on the 14th and then again on the 18th 
and 19th, Lomibao said. 

‘The attacks were aborted, on at least one 
occasion, after Lomibao himself confronted 
‘one of the SAF commanders. 

There were supposed to be similar moves 
by two other elite military units—the Philip- 
pine Marines and the Army’s Scout Rangers, 
according to Lomibao. 

‘When the plans were aborted, the SAR 
Marines and Scout Rangers shifted their focus 
to joining the protest actions of Feb. 24, the 
20th anniversary of the People Power revolu- 
tion, Lomibao said. 


Prelates making 
it hard for GMA 
to charm them 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS TO 
work harder on her “charm offensive” directed 
at the Catholic Church if she is to overcome the 
apparent resistance put up by some prelates 
and priests to being disarmed by Malacafiang. 

While the President was touching base 
with several bishops in their dioceses during a 
recent seven-day sortie, she was unaware that 
a mobile phone text message was circulating 
among priests, warning that the visits har- 
bored a “real motive.” 

Archbishop Angel Lagdameo, president of 
the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines (CBCP), was the main recipient of the 
message composed bya priest. 

“She is a clever strategist. It is easy to fall 
into her trap, She will even dangle money. I 
hope you can alert your colleagues,” said the 
message, a copy of which was forwarded to 
the INQUIRER. 

Another clergyman composed his own 
warning, which said: "We must remain stead- 
fast and not allow ourselves to be used, espe- 
cially ifthe initiative comes from GMA.” 

‘The Catholic Church, whose influence in poli- 
tics is so great it has been a major factor in the 
downfall of presidents and the rise of new shes, 
has been opposing a mining law allowing for- 
eigners to exploit the countrys mineral resources. 
Malacafiang has hoisted its enactment as an 
achievement in efforts at economic recovery. 

In addition, the Arroyo administration has 
been buffeted by accusations of electoral 
fraud, a coup attempt led by military officers 
in February and, in its aftermath, a crack- 
down perceived to be accompanied by the 
trampling of civil liberties. 

It therefore came as no surprise that Ms Ar- 
royo took the time last week to visit, one after the 
other, Archbishop Paciano Aniceto of San Fer- 
nando, Pampanga, and Bishops Ramon Villena 
of Nueva Vizcaya and Arturo Bastes of Sorsogon. 

"It was a good gesture on the part of the Pres- 
ident to greet the bishops," Bishop Leonardo 
Medroso of Borongan, Samar, told the INQUIRER. 

“But why wasn’t she doing this before? 
There must be a motivation. For me, she 
wanted to court the bishops, to soften their 
stand on mining and the political issue.” 

Like Medroso, Bastes and Villena are 
strongly opposed to mining operations whose 
ill-effects were condemned by the CBCP in a 
pastoral letter distributed on Jan. 29. 
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Militant leaders rage at medal for Palparan 


From pago Al 
celebration. 

“This will only embolden and en- 
courage more human rights violations 
by other officers of the Armed Forces,” 


Bayan secretary general Renato Reyes 
Jr. said of the Distinguished Service 
Star honors to be conferred on Maj. 
Gen. Jovito Palpararf during the 109th 
Philippine Army anniversary celebra- 
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tion in Fort Bonifacio. 

Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas 
information officer Carl Ala said hon- 
oring Palparan meant he had received 
a fresh signal from his superiors to be 


"more brazen” in going after leftist activists. 

‘The medal Palparan will get is given to se- 
nior officers who had done well as comman- 
ders of battalion-sized or bigger units. Unlike 
such decorations as the Medal of Valor and 
the gold Cross, itis nota combat medal. 

Palparan is being honored “for eminently 
meritorious and valuable service rendered as 
Commander of the 8th Infrantry Division,” a 
unit based in Samar, where local politicians 
and human rights militants protested his as- 
signment last year. 

"The controversial general now commands 
the7th Infantry Division in Luzon. 


Reward, not punishment. 

"This goes to show that under the Arroyo 
administration, people like Palparan are re- 
warded and not punished for their involve- 
ment in human rights violations," Reyes said. 

He said it appeared the administration had 
“exonerated Palparan” of alleged human 
rights violations and disregarded the numer- 
‘ous complaints against him. 

“Tesa slap on the face of the people. This is 
so ironic," said Ala. 

The military dismissed the criticism as 
mere propaganda. 

"ро they have basis for these accusations?” 
Army spokesperson Maj. Bartolome Васато 
said. “Like what General Palparan said, if they 
have complaints they should [bring them to] 
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the right forum, not in the streets.” 

"He was given an award because he accom- 
plished his missiori and he has accomplished 
it outstandingly," Bacarro added. 

Newsthat Palparan would receive the honor 
coincided with the release by a militant group 
ofa new tally alleging that 18 political activists 
мете killed in a “reign of terror” in Central Lu- 
топ from January to March 17 this year. 

Ten other activists were reported missing 
during the period, said Joseph Canlas, chair 
of the Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Lu- 
zon (АМО). 

The AMGL counted 10 killings in Bulacan, 
three each in Tarlac and Nueva Ecija, and one 
each in Pampanga and Bataan. 

Palparan yesterday said it was “baseless” to 
blame him or the military for the slayings and dis- 
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appearances. He said leftist groups and the New 
People's Army had made their own enemies. 

He said it was wrong to call Bulacan the 
“killing fields” since the number of soldiers, po- 
licemen and village chiefs slain by the NPA in 
the province outnumbered the civilian victims. 

Human rights groups had also filed charges 
against Palparan for alleged rights violations 
while he was brigade commander in Mindoro. 
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Cases vs Palparan . 


REPORTED CASES OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 
Violations in the Visayas during Maj. Gen. Jovi- 
to Palparan’s term as commander of the Bth 
Infantry Division (February to Sept. 1, 2005) 
© March 14—Bayan Muna regional coor- 
dinator Felidito Dacutis shot dead in 
Tacloban City. 
© April 6—Five improvised bombs are 
lobbed at the Bayan Muna office in Catar- 

“man, Northern Samar, injuring one person. 
е April 9--Motorcycle-rding men in 
Borongan shoot and wound Aldin Ambida, 
Bayan Muna Easter Samar coordinator. 
© April 15— Bayan Muna coordinator Al- 
fredo Davis is gunned down by two men in 
Mahaplag, Leyte. His wife Imelda, of 
Abanse Pinay, is wounded. 

ө April 19—Members of the 63rd Infantry 
Battalion allegedly use helicopters to bomb 
Barangay Guibatangan and the adjacent vil- 
lage of Palmera in Northern Samar, forcing 
around 500 families to leave their homes. 
е May 3—Bayan Muna organizer Diosda- 
do Abunda is shot and wounded by uniden- 
tified men. 
‘© May 8—Leo Bagares, vice chair of 
Bayan Muna in Eastern Visayas, is shot and 
wounded by motoreycle-riding men in 
Guiuan, Eastern Samar. 
‘© May 12—Protestant Pastor Edison La- 
puz, Katungod-Sinirangan Bisayas chair, 
and Alfredo Malinao, head of the Kahugpun- 
gan за mga Mag-uruma sa San Isidro, are 
shot dead in San Isidro, Leyte. 
© Also in May—Around 900 residents of 
eight upland villages in Calbiga, Samar, flee 
their homes following “special operation 
by soldiers. Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocam- 
po says 11 activists have been killed and 
four attempted murders and 98 cases of hu- 
‘man rights violations have been reported 
since Palparan assumed command of the 
8th Division. 
* Sept. 1—Bayan Eastern Visayas chair 
Norman Bocar is gunned down in Borongan, 
on thé same day Palparan took over as chief 
ofthe 7th Infantry Division in Central Luzon. 
бут. Bonabente, PDI Research 


that province. 

During House committee hearings last year, 
Palparan said accusations that he had ap- 
proved killings and other human rights viola- 
tions were unfounded and “highly malicious.” 

“How can I think of killing a person ... whom 
Iwas not fully knowledgeable of?” he said. 

Besides Palparan, the Distinguished Ser- 
vice Star medal will go to Col. Eduardo del 
Rosario as commander of the 73rd Infantry 
Battalion between June 2000 and July 2003. 

First Lt. Roden Orbon will get the Gold 
Cross for gallantry in action as platoon leader 
of a team that encountered some 200 Moro 
rebels in Pikit, Cotabato, in 2003. 

MSgt. Rosa Maria Lanila will receive the 
Outstanding Achievement Medal, Cadet Col. 
Ronino Bungcaras a Bronze Cross, and Maj. 
Francisco Ladrido the Gawad sa Kaunlaran 
award. With a report from Tonette Orejas, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Correction 


to the Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquire 
enue corner Mascardo Street, Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94 e-mail 
address: daydesk@inquirercom.ph. 

‘Complaints about lack of fairness or 
Kalaw Tirol, readers advocate, e-mail ade 
excom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-93/94, Attn: 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 


IN THE MARCH 19 ISSUE, the front-page banner story—"Senga 
sets 5-pt guidance"—misquoted Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. 
Generoso Senga as saying that the AFP's constitutional mandate 
was “not a license to wrest leadership of the government from 
public officials on the basis of perceived intervention of gover- 
nance.” What Senga actually said was “perceived imperfec- 
tion”—not intervention—'of governance.” 


Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing. 


rr, PDI Building, Chino Roces Av- 


objectivity may be sent to Lorna 
fress: readersadvocate@inguir- 
Readers Advocate. Her phone 
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‘The First 30 Years: Realizing A Vision 

In 1975, n the midst of a decade of rapid urban growth In the southem fringes of 
Manila, founder Dr. Antonio Laperal Tamayo and his wife and co-founder, Dr. Daisy Moran 
Tamayo, together established a much-needed haven of learning within the town of Las 
Pinas. 7 

Along with their close associate and co-founder, the late Ernesto Palanca 
Crisostomo, they envisioned a premier university rising up in Las Pifias, a once-bucollc 
town known for Its thriving salt Industry and the famous Bamboo Organ. They saw a 
bulwark of academic achievement that would act as “a catalyst for human development’, 
ultimately offering thelr fellowmen opportunities to pursue a better quality of life. 


‘The University of Perpetual Help Dalta 


Dr. Antonio L Tamayo serves as the University's First President and Chairman of the 
Board, while Dr. Dalsy M. Tamayo serves as Its Second President. Both hold Masteral and 
Doctorate degrees from top institutions here and abroad - Antonio from the prestigious 
George Washington University in Washington, D.C. and Daisy from New York University. 

UPH-DALTA and UPH-JONELTA (founded by Antonio's parents, Drs. Jose and Nena 
Tamayo) together formed a consortium known today as the University of Perpetual Help 
system, All together, UPH-DALTA and UPH-JONELTA comprise a total of elght campuses 
with 40,000 students and four hospitals. 


Building National Character 


The credo upon which the UPH DALTA has anchored its vision is also its founders own 
personal battiecry: "Character Building Is Nation Bullding’. Recognizing the role that an 

+ Individuats strength of character plays In nation building, Dr. Antonio L Tamayo 
passionately asserts that “our young can only be assured of a better tomorrow by building 
the right kind of character today - respectful, hardworking and committed to the 
formation ofa prosperous and wealthy nation" 
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Aside from Its many academic laurels, the University enjoys recognition and 
accreditation from prestigious Institutions. Various courses of the tertiary level are 
accredited by the Philippine Association of Colleges and Universities Commission on 
Accreditation (PACUCOA). The secondary level Is accredited by the Philippine Accreditation 
Association of School, Colleges and Universities (PAASCU). The University was also recently 
‘awarded the ISO 9001:2000 for Maritime Programs by the Societe General de Survelllance 
(sos. 

‘The UPH DALTA offers a total of 72 degree and non-degree programs in various fields 
such as Graduate programs, Doctor of Medicine, Nursing and other Allled Health 
Programs, Business, HRM, Tourism, Arts and Sciences, Education, Law, Engineering, 


bod 


Criminology and Maritime Education, Computer and IT, Technical and Vocational 
Education Including Care Giver, Medical Transcription and Automotive Service Training, as 
well as Basic Education. 


Committed to the Ideals of Excellence 


Through the years, excellence has been achieved and proven through the many 
accolades the University has received. The UPHR College of Law, for example, has been 
declared as one of the 10 Best Law Schools In the Bar Examinations. Numerous graduates 
consistently take top honors In professional licensure examinations. Even the Universitys 
athletic organization has attained the top overall championship in the National College 
Athletics Association (NCAA) for two consecutive years. 


gon 
Basta Nursing, Perpetual! 


Ава testament to the excellence of the Perpetualite Nursing Education, licensure 
examination passing rates have reached 100% in the last few years. Forelgn ob placement 
networks within the Perpetualite system provide opportunities for Immediate 
‘employment upon graduation at hospitals in Manila, the United States, the United 
Kingdom, the Middle East. Japan and other countries. 


The Perpetualite Legacy 


At the heart of the universitys legacy Is a calling for Perpetualites to be “Helpers of 
God" In the spirit of altruism, the students are encouraged and Inspired to develop a 
character of helpfulness - a trait essential in ай fields of discipline, but specially manifested 
in the medical and paramedical fields where students leam how to use their skills to heal 
thelr fellowmen: and In business and technology, where they learn the temporal, socio- 
economic aspects of nation building. This legacy Is fostered in the core curriculum, 
especially In the “Filipino Christian Living” component of the University educational 
program. As such, the education UPHD provides Б Christian in character and Catholic In 


€: 
The Next 30 Years: A New Vision 


The vision that began 30 years ago has gained even more momentum with the added , 
corporate expertise of Drs Antonio and Daisy Tamayo's two sons, Anthony Jose and Richard Antonio. 
Following in their parents footsteps, both are academic achlevers in thelr own right - graduating 
cum laude from the University of the Philippines, with Anthony finishing his masters degrees at 
both Harvard and Northwestern Universities while Richard pursues an MBA and Masters In 
Hospital Administration. As corporate leaders, they are actively supporting their parents! global 
thrusts by pursuing linkages and strategic alliances, locally and internationally, This wil ensure 
broader cholces and opportunities for graduates of Nursing, HRM and other courses, 


Celebrating The Journey 


on the occasion ofits 30” anniversary, the University wishes to express Its gratitude to all Its 
faculty members, officers, students, alumni, employees, the communities It serves, as well as every 
Individual or group that has ever been part ofits remarkable joumey. 
With the blessings of Our Lord Almighty, and the loving guidance of Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help, this bastion of leaming and academic distinction known as the University of Perpetual Help 
DALTA looks towards the future with pride and confidence, In anticipation of greater things to 
come. 


UNIVERSITY OF PERPETUAL HELP LAS PINAS UNIVERSITY OF PERPETUAL HELP CALAMBA, 
Alabang-Zapote Rd. Las Pinas City Barangay Paciano Rizal, Calamba, Laguna 
1028710639 


UNIVERSITY OF PERPETUAL HELP MOLINO 
Bacoor, Cavite 
049) 5154775 


| www.perpetual.edu.ph 
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From page Al 
‘woman and that the act was consensual. 

Lawyers for Smith and Carpentier have 
confirmed their appearance at the arraign- 
ment, while a lawyer at Silkwood and Du- 
plantis said he is still studying whether to 
bring his clients to court. 

The men are in the custody of the US Em- 
assy. It has refused to hand them over to lo- 
cal authorities, citing a provision in the Visit- 
ing Forces Agreement (VFA) that allows US 
authorities to keep soldiers in their custody 
during legal proceedings. 

In Olongapo, Prosecutor Prudencio Jalan: 
doni called the Inquirer to say he was not sup- 
porting the omnibus motion filed by the wom- 
an's private lawyers—Evalyn Ursua, Honora- 
to Aquino and Anna Liza Gonzales. 

‘The motion, filed on Friday, asked Olongapo 
Judge Renato Dilag to declare Article 5, Para- 
graph 6, of the VFA unconstitutional. This states 
that the custody of the accused resides in the US 
military and outlines the one-year window to 
resolve judicial proceedings involving American 
military personnel, 

‘The Philippine Senate approved the VFA in 
1999. 

The custody and jurisdiction issues have 
prompted, Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago 
and several senators to seek the abrogation of 
the agreement. 


Fear of delays . 

“1 will not join (the motion] because it will 
just delay the proceedings," Jalandoni said. 

He said the Supreme Court had upheld the 
constitutionality of the VFA "in its entirety" 

He said his nonconfirmation of the private 
lawyers’ motion would prompt the judge to 
deny the motion. , 

Jalandoni said he was following the in- 
struction of Chief State Prosecutor Jovencito 
Zufio that “it was not right to defer the pro- 
ceedings on the basis of a question on the con- 
stitutionality of the VFA.” 

“What we want is a speedy trial,” he said. 

Jalandoni said he wanted the March 24 ar- 
raignment set by Dilag to proceed as sched- 
шей. 

However, the private lawyers, in their mo- 
tion, asked for a deferment of the arraignment 

until the, questions of 
custody and jurisdic- 
tion were settled. 


3 countries as a 
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‘They also moved for the issuance of an 
‘warrant of arrest" to substitute Dilag's 
Jan. 13 warrant. 


Procedural issues 

Zufio returned the Jan. 13 warrant to Dilag 
after the US government on Jan. 16 formally 
acknowledged custody of the accused. 

Dilag later recalled the warrant, saying that 
“by submitting themselves to the custody of 
the US Embassy, (the accused] are deemed to 
have surrendered to the proper authorities.” 

The woman's lawyers said the VFA provi- 
sion that they questioned effectively amend- 
ed the courts rules of criminal procedure on 
arrest, bail, arraignment and trial, among 
other things. 

"Against this factual backdrop arises the le- 
gal question as to whether the VFA has effec- 
tively amended our rules of criminal proce- 
dure, thereby infringing on the Supreme 
Court's exclusive power to promulgate tules 
of practice and procedure in all courts as pro- 
vided under the Philippine Constitution,” part 
of the 22-page motion said. 

The woman's lawyers said that “without 
acquiring physical jurisdiction over the ac- 
cused, this court will have no jurisdiction to 
continue with the proceedings in this case.” 

‘They said a copy of the motion was fur- 
nished the Office of the Solicitor General be- 
cause the matter involved legal questions. 

‘The lawyers also said the US Embassy in 
Manila, where the four soldiers are being held, 
is “not an office of the Philippine government, 
noris it under the authority of this court.” 

Even the premises of the US Embassy are 
“not part” of Philippine territory, they said. 

‘The situation, they said, was “aggravated 
further” by the one-year period set by the VFA 
to resolve criminal cases 


Due process 

“The woman's lawyers said their client's right 
to due process had also been violated because 
the court was denied custody of the accused, 

This has made her a “second-class citizen" 
in her own country as "privileged treatment" 
is given to the US military personnel, they 
said. 

The motion has been set for hearing on 
March 22 or two days before the arraignment. 
Reports from AFP Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk 
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Students demand say in any tuition hikes 


By Alcuin Papa 


MILITANT STUDENTS HAVE ACCUSED THE 
Commission on Higher Education (CHEd) of 
favoring private universities when it allowed 
them to raise their tuition this coming school 
year without consulting the students. 

College Editors Guild of the Philippines 
president Jose Cosido said that based on their 
latest statistics, fewer than 10 of 82 private 
colleges and universities had applied for tu- 
ition increases higher than the prevailing in- 
flation rate of 7.4 percent. 

‘This means, Cosido said, that more than 70 
schools will automatically raise their tuition even 
‘without prior consultation with their students. 

Under CHEd Memorandum No. 14, col- 
leges and universities could automatically 
reise their tuition and other fees without con- 
sulting their students as long as the increase 
would not be higher than the prevailing infla- 
tion rate. 

Cosido accused CHEd of being an unwit- 
ting ally of school owners who take advan- 
tage of the loophole in the memorandum to 
avoid having to consult with their students. 

National Union of Students in the Philip 
pines (NUSP) president Marco de los Reyes 
said that instead of safeguarding the interest 
of the students, CHEd Memorandum 14 is be- 
ing used to justify tuition increases. 

De los Reyes said the use of the inflation 
rate as the benchmark for the rate of tuition 
and other fee increases had allowed school 
owners to increase tuition and other fees at 
will. 

He said the students are not able to contest 
the increases. 

“NUSP stands firm that schools must 
still consult with their students regardless 
of the rate of increase of tuition and other 
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Monday, March 20, 2006 
Joseph, Husband of Mary 
IstReading: 257:4-5, 12-14, 16 
2nd Readin, Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22 
Gospel — Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24 (or 

Luke 2:41-51) 

Jacob was the father of Joseph, the hus- 
band of Mary, and from her came Jesus who is 
called the Christ-the Messiah. 

‘This is how Jesus Christ was born. Mary his 
mother had been given to Joseph in marriage 
but before they lived together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit 

"Then Joseph, her husband, made plans to | 
divorce her in all secrecy. He was an upright 
man, and in no way did he want to discredit 
her 

While he was pondering over this, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, Joseph, descendant of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife. She has con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit, and now she will 
bear a son. You shall call him Jesus’ for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 

‘When Joseph woke up, he did what the an- 
gel of the Lord had told him to do and he took 
his wife to his home. 

Commentary 

Though having a lineage fit for royalty—be- 
ing a descendant of David—we find Joseph to 
bea very humble man. He is a silent person, not 
given to many words, and yet he is a presence 
that inspires. It is this same presence an 
mility that inspired Mary and Jesus himself 
This stems from an energy that finds its source. 
in God with whom Joseph had constant com- 
munication. And it doesnt end there, for 
Joseph listens and responds and trusts. Do we 
have that communication with God? Do we lis- 
ten, respond and trust? Are we a presence that 
inspires? 

‘Claretian Publications Ine, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vit 
тоге, Diliman, Quezon City, UP PO. Bor 4, Diliman, 
ТЕ Quezon Ciy; Tel: 921-3964; Fax: 921-7429, 
Email сабан org: Websites: http://www bible. 
Фата (Clare Publications nc) & hup:/mis- 
Sonariescaret.org (Clareans in the Philippines) 
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fees," Delos Reyes said. regarding student consultations. Militant students have set up Tuition allow them to keep a tight watch on 
Raymond Palatino of the Kabataan “Ме demand that CHED Memoran- Monitor (TM) where student councils and schools, form a broad unity against un- 

panydist group urged CHEd to “take an dum No. 14 be reviewed, now that its parenta can text or cain their complaints abated tuition and other increases, and 

aay tole in ensuring that the rights of antistudent provisions are already being tothe TM Hodine 0915-892-2055. demand a moratorium on furthe 

active a are respected, especially exposed and opposed by the students.” The students hope the campaign will creases next school year. 
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Fewer 
jobless 
with new 
definition 
—TUCP 
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cized the govern- 
ment's use of a new 
definition for the 
word “unemployed” 
that purportedly led 
to over one million 
jobless Filipinos be- 
ing excluded from its 
count, resulting in a 
survey reporting a 
lower unemploy- 
ment rate. 

TUCP general sec- 
retary Ernesto Her- 
rera said the group 
reviewed the results 
of the January 2006 
National Labor Force 
Survey and found 
that 1.1 million Fil- 
ipinos who were out 
of work were not in- 
cluded in the unem- 
ployment count. 

“Government 
should call a spade a 
spade and avoid wi 
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dow-dressing nation- 
CRUISE | al unemployment 

statistics,” said Her- 
rera, a former sena- 
tor, 

According to a 
TUCP statement, the 
government officially 
redefined “unem- 
ployed” in October 
2004 through a Na- 
tional Statistical Co- 
ordination Board res- 
olution, which the 
National Statistics 
Office adopted in 
April 2005. 

The new definition 
of — "unemployed" 
Covers people aged 
15 and above who 
meet three criteria: 
They are without 
work; they are will 
ing to work, and they 
are either seeking 
‘work or not seeking it 
for valid reasons. 

The old definition 
listed only two crite- 
rio: Those without 
work and those who 
are seeking work or 
not seeking it due to 
valid reasons. 

Based on the new 
more stringent defi- 
nition, the NSO's Na- 
tional Labor Force 
Survey determined 
that 2.8 million Fil 
ipinos were unem- 
ployed in January 
2006, translating to 
an 8.1 percent unem- 
ployment rate. 

Herrera said the 
NSO itself acknowl- 
edged that if the old 
definition had been 
used in the survey, 3.9 
million Filipinos 
would have been con- 
sidered unemployed 
in January 2006 and 
the unemployment 
rate would have been 
10.7 percent. 

Herrera said the 
government should 
review and revise the 
official definition of 
“unemployed” to ac- 
curately reflect pre- 
vailing labor market 
conditions. LeilaB. 
Salaverria 
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provoking the Nato bombing. 
Tlearned about Milosevic’s protest when 
1 was already in Skopje, the capital of 
Macedonia, where all the UN staffers in 
Kosovo had been evacuated on the eve of 
Who uses the beginning of the Nato air strikes on 

o March 24, 1999. 

the Yel low Pages f "The air war doomed Milosevic whose rise 
to power as an icon of Serb nationalism began 
in Kosovo at the expense of the tortured eth- 


Consumers who are v 


The UNHCR played a major role during the 
ready to buy. war in the Balkans, leading convoys that de- 
= livered humanitarian aid to besieged villages, 
reporting to the United Nations on atrocities 
70 of those who apan the Yalow Pagos are ready buyer. [E Saff virnessed in the process. 


DPC ^  CollapseofKrajina 
d ai 1 first-went to the former Yugoslavia in 
1992, helping evacuate Croatian deserters, 
YELLOW PAGES ie a шш tat mapped ош convoy 
Toutes, working during emergencies as a 
stop-gap field officer. 


SUPPORTERS of Slobodan Milosevic hold up 
his picture behind а police line, while 
attending a memorial service for the late. 


like.no. other^ Serbian president in Belgrade. ГА 


Т was there in August 1995 after the col- 
lapse of the Serb enclave in Krajina following 
the Croatian invasion that prompted 200,000 
Serbs A flee—many of them packed in trains 
$ ni to populate Kosovo. That was when reports of 
We те going back to the UK: Serb atrocities in the area first surfaced. 
у I went to Bosnia in 1995 following the fall 
б H p H of Srebrenica, a Muslim enclave supposedly 
«I'm sure the kids will miss their lolo and lola. dor UN protection, here 900 Albena 
men were massacred while trying to es- 


Good thing we bought our Handycam y n 


r 770 b nessed during the war was in Tuzla, where we 

1 pitched tents on an airfield for the women 
here in the Philippines. АЕ 
“Where were you?" 

The then High Commissioner, Sadako Oga- 
ta of Japan, had gone to the airfield to talk to 
the refugees, victims of one of the world's 
worst ethnic conflicts that emerged at е 
close of the Cold War era. 

The women came to Ogata, crying, arms 
outstretched, "Where were you when we 
needed you." 

Albanian men who had escaped the Serb 
encirclement of Srebrenica had gone to the 
airfield. 1 talked to some of them, many 
showing swollen feet from traveling bare- 
foot in the forest, and alerted reporters to 
their plight. 

„ 1 arrived in Kosovo in August of 1998 at 
the height of the civil war in the province 
shortly after Milosevic agreed to allow hu- 
manitarian agencies free access to war-af- 
fected people. 


War at summertime 
Ie was still summertime and fruits and veg- 
etables were plentiful. But signs of war were 
everywhere—rotting crops, the carcasses of 
machine-gunned livestock, clusters of ruined 
stone houses, thousands of Albanians shel- 
tered in tents in the forested hills or on the 
road in carts and cars. 
What | saw were scenes straight out of 
Dante's Inferno. 
Here are some entries in my Kosovo diary: 
* Aug. 29, 1998--Senik is still in flames. 
Tractor-trailers filled with food and person- 
al possessions are ablaze. At least 17 people 
are killed. The villagers ask us to stay on to 
deter snipers as they bury their dead in the 
di © " " < rain. 
For UK-based families like David's, spending quality time with people who matter most ШИА 
: : MARE t Mani who died of starvation because her wounde 
& getting a Sony Handycam are two of the best things they did in the Philippines. mother could not feed her. 
PAR Because they know that by buying here, they can: Under shell fire 
* Choose among а wide selection of the latest NTSC models (compared to & . Pai 3 Lemon of People 
i ave fled to the Pec region. A colleague anc 
most European & Aslan countries) Ak " try to estimate numbers packed into cars, 
* Get great freebies like Handycam accessories and take advantage o carts and tractor-trailers bumper-to-Dumper 
competitive prices from Sony promos but we give up after walking 3 km. 
+ Opt to have their Handycam serviced or rep: red in 45 countries such Shell fire is getting nearer and an old man 
as the UK, Canada, Singapore, Hongkong, Taiwan, USA and UAE and begs, “Please, could you do something to stop 
till continue to benefit from the local warranty” even when their the shelling?” As we leave, soldiers and tanks 
stilke у. 1 are gathering a few kilometers away. When 
family comes back next year -all for а very reasonable price. ме return the next day, all the people have 
gone. 
So, be a David, Invest on a Sony here...now. © Sept. 25, 1998—A military offensive is 
“applicable to Option 3 only. at its height. Houses are on fire in villages in 
central Kosovo. We pass a convoy of govern- 
ment trucks with signs pasted on them “Social 
К Humanitarian Aid of Kosovo." 
Simply Choose The Warranty Option That's Best For You! ‘The wind whips up the tarpaulin on one 
truck, revealing blue uniformed police 
3 Year LOCAL Warranty as SG". Or Get Both Local & Tourist Limited crammed inside. 


(1 Year Standard - 2 Years > He nag. ^ | f 
Extension) from date of purchase j Warranty Far Only P3500 Like Manila at wartime 


(Supplied inside the box) 2 ¥ 3 Year LOCAL Warranty & 1 Year Dec, 4, 1998—All but two houses in the 
Tourist Limited Warranty (TLW) village of Lodja have been destroyed by war- 
both from date of planes, artillery and mortar fire, The mayhem 
ARS TOAST MIRO: а vh is reminiscent of sepia photographs of Manila 
from date of purchase (Exchange the Cybershot and during World War Il 

Supplied 3 Year Local Warranty for TLW) fandycam Accessories A sign in Serbian is scrawled on a wall at 
& Media Gift Certificate. the entrance to the village that roughly trans- 

‘Above waranty optlons can ba redeemed within ona (1) month fam dato of purchase of camera n any TLW Exchange Points (any Sony Service Conter or Solecod xii] lates "Lodja does not exist anymore." 

* Jan. 16, 1999—Forty-five people are 
massacred in the village of Racak in Stimije 
during the Serb sweep: The strikes аге trig- 

rd 7 gered by assaults of the rebel Kosovo Libera- 
af SES: Поп Army on policemen and the kidnapping 
*a F 4 of eight soldiers and five Serb. civilians. 


Contact us to get hold of a RIZE copy of Sony's promo catalogue at 87’ 27800 or More tan. 80000 етше panjang eat 


again on the move, There is no sign of a politi- 
visit our website at wuw.sony.com.phl cal breakthrough and there are again threats 


lod: i ы il игу. of Nato airstrikes. 
Promo period: Feb. 16, 2005 to Man 31, 2006, See posters for details, мотае мнь тана) ЗРО ара siding for 


ета Milosevic and each story of atrocities report- 
i hh ean rt foes хрв ӨТТҮ Cha Paa 


the bomb,for him. K ~ 


MONDAY, 
MARCH 20, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. f. V] 


Serbian leader buried 
where he, wife first kissed 


From page Al 


rest in the place you loved the most.” 
"You lost your life while fighting for noble 
ү causes, You were killed by villains. But 1 know 
you will live forever for all who wish to live 
like human beings,” her letter said, 

A letter from the couple's son, Marko Milo- 
sevic, expressed hope that the late president's 

“death would “sober up the humiliated Serb 
people.” 

“To die for one's country means to live for- 
ever," his letter said. 

No priest officiated at the interment be- 
cause Milosevic was an avowed atheist. 

Among the supporters in Pozarevac were 
several indicted war crimes suspects on tem- 
porary leave from the UN tribunal in The 

Hague, Netherlands. One such supporter, re- 
tired Gen. Dragoljub Ojdanic, wore his mili- 
tary uniform. 

‘After the burial, residents of the gritty in- 
dustrial town 50 km south of the capital wait- 
ed ina long line to view the grave, which was 
framed by a crimson carpet and brass stands 
holding red velvet ropes. 

In Belgrade, die-hard supporters--many 
bused in by Milosevic's Socialist Party from 
Bosnia, Croatia and Kosovo, where he start- 
ed wars that led to Yugoslavia's bloody 
19905 breakup—packed a square in front of 
the federal parliament building in Bel- 
grade. 

Many wept uncontrollably and chanted 
“Slobo! Slobo!” at the sight of the flag-draped 
coffin on a bier atop a red-carpeted stage. 
Some clutched photographs of Milosevic or 
the UN court's two most-wanted fugitives: 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic and 
his wartime military chief, Gen. Ratko 
Mladic. 

Authorities refused to approve an official 
ceremony, but Saturdays farewell—orga- 
nized by the Socialists and technically pri- 
vate—had some of the trappings of a state fu- 
neral 


Smaller funeral 

But the crowd in Belgrade, though larger 
than many had expected, was far smaller than 
the 500,000 who turned out for the 2003 fu- 
neral of assassinated Serbian Premier Zoran 
Djindjic, who had sent Milosevic to the tri- 
bunal two years earlier. 

Milosevie died March 11 in his room in a 
detention center near the tribunal, which was 
trying him on 66 counts of war crimes, includ- 
ing genocide. He was the first head of state to 
be extradited by his country for trial by the 
UN court. 

Ultranationalist leaders and at least five re- 
tired ex Yugoslav Army generals wearing pa- 
rade uniforms stood by the stage. 

“We are bidding farewell to the best one 
among us, fully conscious of his greatness,” 
Socialist deputy president Milorad Vucelic 
said. 

Bosko Nikolic, 42, holding a huge poster of 
Milosevic, said: “I came to say goodbye to the 
greatest son of Serbia.” 

But some drivers passing by the square 
honked their horns and made obscene ges- 
tures at the Milosevic supporters, underscor- 
ing the disgust many Serbs feel toward the 
Jate autocratic president. 


‘Murder glorified’ 

“All of Belgrade's squares would be too 
small for all the victims of Milosevic and his 
rule,” said Foreign Minister Vuk Draskovic, 
twice targeted for assassination by the 
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regime. “A murderer and his crimes were glo- 
tified today" 

‘Among the speakers at the ceremony was 
Ramsey Clark, a former US attorney general 
and longtime Milosevie supporter who is now 
on Saddam Hussein's defense team. “History 
will prove that Slobodan Milosevic was right,” 
Clark said, drawing cheers. 

Later Saturday, about 2,000 anti-Milosevic 
activists gathered at another central Belgrade 
square for an impromptu rally. 

The activists, mostly young people, waved 
red balloons, whistled, danced and shouted: 
“He is gone!” They also burned Milosevics 
picture and scuffied briefly with a dozen 
Karadzic supporters who tried to disrupt the 
gathering. 

Milosevic's Socialists and ultranationalists, 
ousted from power along with Milosevic in 
2000, hoped to make political gains from 
their leader's death AP 
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Senga’s blind side 


ІНЕ ARMED FORCES CHIEF OF STAFF HAS ISSUED 
a memorandum to his service commanders, order- 

I ing them to remind the men and women in their 
commands to inoculate the military against the virus of 
politics. But in defining the soldier's role in the country's 
democratic project, Gen. Generoso Senga failed to consid- 
er the main source of political pressure in "these trying 

times": the incumbent administration. 
EDITORIALS The directive is welcome, no ques- 
tion about it. "As mandated, we must 
remain apolitical," Senga writes. The five guidelines he of- 
fers, beginning with a reiteration of the constitutional prin- 
ciple of “supremacy of civilian authority over the military,” 
are on point; they also have the advantage of being clearly 
stated. They end with a ringing formula, what we can call 
the Senga doctrine: “We are not to be regarded as a potent 
political force to be used by politicians in the furtherance of 
their vested interests.” 

‘Amen to that. But the middle guidelines, as they are 
phrased, reveal Senga's blind side. He defines political in- 
tervention as “a license to wrest leadership of the govern- 
ment” (second guideline) or “an unrestrained license to 
engage in partisan politics or publicly speak our minds 
against the government” (third). The phrasing makes it 
seem that political intervention is a one-way street, in the 
general direction of the presidential palace. 

But it is also political intervention if the armed forces 
are used by the administration to protect the President's 
votes (and only hers). It is also political intervention if 
soldiers or officers speak their minds against the opposi- 
tion (this is different, it bears emphasizing, from defend- 
ing or explaining current policy, which is a necessity). It is 
political intervention if the AFP is used (whether against 
its will or with its full participation) to blame, cripple or 
defame the leadership of the opposition. 

The Presidents continuing crisis of legitimacy is rooted 
precisely in the possible abuse of resources of the govern- 
ment- including those of the armed forces—first, in al- 
leged election fraud and then in an alleged vast conspira- 
cy to cover up. Senga’s directive thus misses a sixth guide- 
line: “We in the AFP are constitutionally mandated to be 
neutral; in these trying times, we cannot be seen as being 
neutral for the administration.” 


Biazon’s folly 


N 1999, WHEN SEN. RODOLFO BIAZON WAS STILL 

on the side of the powers that be, some of his col- 

leagues in the Senate joined a Supreme Court peti- 
495 to declare the newly ratified Visiting Forces Agree- 
menthe had championed as unconstitutional. 

Tany of his colleagues (say Raul Roco or Teofisto Guing- 
ona Jr. or Sergio Osmefia III) had, at that time—with the in- 
tensity of conviction--called on the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines to “defend the Constitution” being violated (to 
name only a few of the respondents in the case) by Presi 
dent Joseph Estrada, Senate President Franklin Drilon, Sen- 
ate foreign committee chair Blas Ople and Biazon himself, 
as Senate defense committee chair, the resulting tidal wave 
of laughter would have drowned them in public ridicule. 

We cannot imagine any of the anti-VFA advocates then 
(many of whom believe until now that the agreement is 
unconstitutional, despite the Supreme Court's favorable 
decision) inviting the military to get involved in the issue 
simply because, as Biazon told Inguinen editors last week, 
“anyone who violates the Constitution is your enemy.” 
They would have been attacked, and rightly so, for imper- 
iling the democratic project. 

Seven years later, a desperate Biazon finds himself on the 
outs with the current administration; in his desperation, he 
has now issued a virtual invitation to the military to consid- 
ег those whom he accuses of violating the Constitution as 
“your enemy.” Why even wait for those tardy cowards in the 
Supreme Court to declare, say, Proclamation 1017 uncon- 
stitutional? That is only so much legal gobbledygook. From 
where he sits today, Biazon wants all soldiers to consider 
their commander in chief as the enemy, on his say-so. 

We have repeatedly attacked President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's increasing use of Marcosian tactics, such as Procla- 
mation No. 1017, Executive Order 464, and the so-called 
calibrated preemptive response policy. But we have al- 
ways drawn the line at a military resolution to the politi- 
cal problem. We are sorry to see Biazon carelessly open 
the bag door to military interventian 
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1 DIDNT KNOW THAT YOU CAN NOW BE 
arrested for just walking on the sidewalk wear- 
ing a black Tshirt. You can't even watch the fa- 
mous Manila Bay sunset and enjoy the fresh sea 
breeze at the Baywalk—which took Mayor Lito 
Atienza millions of pesos in taxpayers’ money to 
build, just so Metro Manilans can enjoy a 
leisurely stroll by the sea—without running the 
risk of being arrested by the police and impris- 
опей for up to 12 years. We never faced such 
risk even during the darkest days of Marcos’ 
martial law regime. But we do now, in this ad- 
ministration of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 
Last Friday, Former Social Welfare Secretary 
Dinky Soliman was arrested and detained for 
five hours as she went strolling at the seaside 
Baywalk. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said Dinky vi- 
olared not one but three laws: the Illegal Assem- 
bly Law, Batas Pambansa 880 and the Local Gov- 
епител: Code. Just for walking beside the sea? 

T know it is now dangerous to walk the 
streets of Metro Manila, especially if you are 
‘wearing black. The drivers, most of whom are 
probably former pilots, might not see you. 
(This probably explains why the local airlines 
are losing pilots—who, apparently, now prefer 
to drive jeepneys instead. After all, its more 
exciting than flying a jet fighter) But I didn't 
know that the danger includes being arrested 
for violating three laws. 

"They had no permit,” said Police Chief 
Supt. Arturo Paglinawan. You now need a per- 
mitto take a stroll on Manila's Baywalk? 

"If they were just out for a stroll at the Bay- 
walk,” Paglinawan said by way of clarification, 
“why would they be wearing (similar) Т 
shirts?” So, itis now also illegal to wear similar 
Tshirts? Schools, companies, sports teams, 
candidates, product advertisers, military and 
police outfits all give out T-shirts with the same 
markings. Will their wearers now be arrested? 
Suppose Malacahang gives to residents of Pay- 
atas T-shirts imprinted with “I support GMA,” 
and tells them to take a stroll at the Baywalk, 
and they do, will they be arrested? 

Dinky and her fellow promenaders were 


LATER, SOME OF THE MUSICIANS WOULD 
ask how we swung off the one big party they 
had that night. Later, too, some of the veterans 
of rallies and mass actions would wonder how 
many organizations and how long it took to 
put it all together. That was the concert “Never 
Again! Concert for Freedom,” which was held 
last Thursday at the UP Sunken Garden and 
turned out to be one huge blast. 

The second question is the easier to answer. 
It took a couple of weeks and no organization 
(in the sense of a mass organization) to put it 
up. We just had a lot of volunteers. In my 
columns last week, I repeatedly used the pro- 
noun "Т to refer to the making of the concert. 
Itisa way only of making ita personal account, 
Тђу no means want to claim a franchise on it. 
‘That was the work of many people, many of 
them preferring not to be mentioned at 
all—not out of fear but in the profound belief 
that a good deed is its own reward. 

T will, however, take this opportunity to ex- 
press my profoundest gratitude to all the musi- 
Чапз who came to that, well, giant gig. Most of 
them could easily have commanded a fortune 
elsewhere, but they did it for free here. All we 
could offer was transportation money so they 
would not be set back unduly financially—it's 
not easy ferrying some of their equipment. My 
profoundest gratitude also goes to all the vol- 
unteers, particularly to the four persons who 
racked up a huge cell phone bill calling up the 
musicians and staking their own credibility in 
the invitations: Cooky Chua of Color It Red, 
Yna Dalisay of Conspiracy Café, Renard Bar- 
tolome of 70s Bistro, and Debbie Gaite who 
manages bands. My profoundest gratitude fi- 
nally to all who gave to the concert, and I do 
not just mean money. We got tons of text mes- 
sages from people who said they had nothing 
to offer but their prayers. That is not nothing, 
that is everything. Those prayers were clearly 
answered. 

1 was bowled over by the turnout. 1 halfex- 
pected some of the bands to pull out at the last 
mingre They did not. 1 half-expected some of 


Neal H. Cruz 


wearing black Tshirts with the sign “Patalsikin 
na. Now na" (Out now). But there was no men- 
tion of whom to oust. They were not carrying 
any placards or posters; neither were they 
chanting anything nor making any speeches. 

But Secretary Gonzalez said, “They were 
dearly staging a rally with their distinctive 
shirts and thumbs-down signs.” Former Presi- 
dent Fidel V. Ramos has the habit of making 
any group he's with flash фе thumbs-up sign 
while saying "Kaya natin ito.” (He doesn't say 
kung sino ang kaya niya.) Will he now be ar- 
rested for doing this? I would like to see that. 
Or is the illegality limited to thumbs-down 
signs but not to thumbs-up signs? 

"And doesn't the police know that black is 
now a fashionable color for shirts? In fact, 
some elite military and police units have black 
uniforms. And there are innumerable T-shirts 
with the same markings. 

‘Anybody who goes to New York comes back 
with a Tshirt that says “I Love NY.” Or go to 
any mall or flea market and you can buy shirts 
with imprints of the Beatles or of one of the 
more popular entertainers. Are all these shirts 
now outlawed? 

Police ваја Dinky and her friends had gath- 
егей at coffee shops and restaurants, then 
donned the black T-shirts and were on their 
way to take a stroll at the Baywalk. If she was 
alone or with only a few friends, they said, she 
would not have been arrested. But she had 
about 50 friends with her, they added. 

So now it is prohibited to take a stroll with 
many friends at the Baywalk? I remember that 
President Arroyo herself, not so long ago, took 
a stroll at the same Baywalk with her family, 
yayas and alalays, sipsips and media peo- 


THERE'S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
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our target audience to stay away at the last 
minute. They did not. Some people, especially 
the TV reporters, asked me why there were 
politicians there. 1 answered: Because 1 invited 
them. I did say in my column everyone was wel- 
come whatever their creed, color, or (preferred) 
gender. Everybody at least that professed to hate 
dictatorship and love freedom. The invitation 
extended even to Mike Defensor, though I could 
not have guaranteed his safety. Someone there 
told me he remembered Defensor when he was 
still a student activist exhorting fellow students 
torise up against the Marcos dictatorship. 

But the throng that gathered there warmed 
the heart and misted the eyes. Which brings me 
tothe second question: How did we pull it off? 

Thave no idea. It was just pure magic. 

Someone would tell me later it happened 
because everybody wanted it to happen. An- 
other one would tell me later it happened be- 
cause it was an idea waiting to happen. Still 
somebody would tell me later, “Pare, 1 think 
you touched a chord with that line, “I believe in 
the power of music, 1 do not believe in the mu- 
sic of power.” Good to know that even if l'm 
nota musician, Itouch chords. 

It began a couple of weeks before the event. 1 
broached the idea to my friend Pancho Lara, who 
also helped put up our concert for press freedom 
in 1999 at the Bahay ng Alumni, His friend Oya 
Ariola suggested June Rodriguez, a veteran or- 
ganizer who never stopped serving the people. 
‘We got in touch with Joel Saracho, the “emcee ng 
bayan," and held a meeting a couple of days later. 
From there it took a Ше of its own. 

Everything just conspired to make it possible. 
If ever there was a conspiracy, divine and hu- 


ple—not to mention the security person- 
nel--for photoops. That was quite a crowd. If 
she did the same thing again, would she be ar- 
rested? What was the difference between 
СМА stroll at the Baywalk and Dinky's? 

The similarly marked Tshirts Dinky's group 
wore? But isn't it common practice to distribute 
‘Thins with the same marks at gatherings in 
Luneta (Alay-Lakad, for instance) and then have 
those wearing the shirts walk along Roxas Boule- 
vard? The practice was all right for others but not 
for the members of Dinky's group? Why? 

Aha, because Dinkys T-shirts say “Patalsikin 

na.” 
Although there was по name on the Tshirts, it 
could be said that "Patalsikin na” might have been 
referring to GMA. But the phrase could as well be 
referring to corrupt officials, smugglers, rebel sol- 
diers, drug traffickers in govemment—all of 
whom the President has declared war on. Isn't 
that an expression of support for her? 

1f only this administration were as tough 
with corrupt people, smugglers, drug traffick- 
ers and traffic violators as it is with Dinky's 
promenaders, we would be free of these 
scourges already. 

But why is the Arroyo administration paying 
special attention to Dinky? Somebody said it 
could be because she is of the same height as 
GMA. (Does that mean that Sen. Juan Flavier 
should watch out?) Another said, it could be 
because somebody powerful cannot stand 
Dinky's hair accessories. That's a more likely 
explanation. 

Just one more question: If the Baywalk 
promenaders, wearing the same black Tshirts 
with the same markings were led by Mike De- 
fensor or Ignacio Bunye, or were composed of 
members of the LP-Atienza Wing, would the 
police have arrested them? 

TODAY'S JOKE: 

GMA: That Pulse Asia survey saying that 65 
percent of Filipinos want me to resign can't be 
true. Look at all those people waving at me. 

DEFENSOR: But Ma'am, don’t you see they 
are all waving with their middle fingers? 


man, it was that. 1 cannot, however, give Raul 
Gonzalez the exact address of God if he should 
choose to issue an arrest warrant for Him, | am 
notin the possession of any such information. 

It was enough to make you believe in Provi- 
dence. People gave freely, and every time we 
thought we'd fall short of what we needed, 
something would suddenly turn up. Someone 
from out of the blue asked us during the con- 
cert how much more we needed and plunked 
down the cash before our flabbergasted eyes. 
She did not want to be mentioned, she was just 
an ordinary citizen, she said, 

The stage was magnificent, I have to thank 
the events organizers we hired for it; they did 
an exceedingly professional job. The sound sys- 
tem was even more magnificent, donated by 
people who too would like their generosity to be 
noted only by heaven. Miraculously, 1 did not 
get visited by my perpetual scourge, gout, 
though I had been drinking nearly every night 
for the last two weeks while meeting with the 
musicians and volunteers. (That's a very good 
excuse!) Many more bands wanted to play, ex- 
cept that some of them had out-of-town gigs 
that day and we cut off the number of partici- 
pants at а little past 30. As was, we had an ab- 
solute surfeit of talent. 1 had worried about the 
‘weather some days before because it was al 
ways raining in late afternoon; but, lo and be- 
hold, God even donated a full moon that night. 

Tve not seen an event like this where 1 felt 
no bad vibes altogether. There was no note, or 
whisper, or shadow, of discord that night, Ev- 
erybody was happy. The musicians were hap- 
py, the organizers were happy, the contributors 
were happy, the crowd was happy, the UP po- 
lice and bouncers were happy, even God was 
happy—or so He had it writ in people's faces, 
Only the person who claims God put her in 
Malacafiang for a purpose was unhappy. 

Tt was enough to make you believe in Provi- 
dence or in that line from the movie "Field of 
Dreams"; If you build it, they will come. You 
have a dream, build it. 

"They wl come--in more ways thn one. т 
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WE ARE WONT TO SPEAK OF THE SUPREME 
Court as the last bulwark of our liberties and the 
ultimate defender of constitutionalism. That is the 
general truth. This is true because of the Court's 
power of judicial review which leads to the truism 
that the Constitution, including the Bill of Rights, 
means what the Supreme Court says it means. 
‘Thus it is that, in the history of our nation, there 
have been instances when the Supreme Court has 
legitimized official action offensive to human 
rights and disruptive of constitutionalism. Hence, 
as we await the decision of the current Supreme 
Court on the constitutionality of ће gag rule in Ex- 
ecutive Order 464, and of Proclamation 1017 and 
the various official actions it occasioned, as well as 
the uses of BP 880, it might be salutary to review 
how our Supreme Court has sometimes, to our na- 
tional regret, played around with sacred constitu- 
tional principles. 

We might start with the decision that initially 
legitimized the 1973 Constitution. In the "Ratifi 
cation Cases” a majority of the Supreme Court 
were of the view that the Constitution proposed 
by the 1971 Constitutional Convention was not 
ratified in accordance with the requirements of 
the 1935 Constitution. In the end, however the. 
Court accepted the cryptic conclusion that the 
new Constitution was already in effect. 

‘At that time, martial law was already in effect 
by virtue of Proclamation No. 1081. When the va- 
lidity of the imposition of martial was challenged, 
there was near unanimity about the Court's in- 
ability to declare it invalid under the circum- 
stances of the time. But the Court also held that 
the imposition of martial law automatically sus- 
pended the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus. 
Only Justice Cecilia Mufioz-Palma dissented. The 
1987 Constitution would later reverse that deci- 
sion saying that the imposition of martial law 
does not automatically suspend the privilege of 
the writ. 

Thenext major decision upheld the wide-rang- 


“TM RUNNING THROUGH A GAMUT OF EMO- 
tions." This was how Ateneo de Davao Universi 
Prof. Luz Ilagan described her feelings at a press 
conference last week, as she denounced the *ma- 
licious and ridiculous” inclusion of her name in а 
rebellion complaint filed by police authorities at 
the Department of Justice. 

No stranger to draconian rule—a family mem- 
ber was imprisoned during the Marcos 
regime--Ilagan has all the reasons to be appre- 
hensive, angry—and yes—even defiant. “It's déjà 
vu. We are going through repression all over 
again, But we have to fight for our rights.” 

Luz is the widow of the late Davao legal lumi- 
mary Laurente Ilagan, who was jailed in 1985, to- 
gether with two other Davao lawyers—Marcos 
Risonar and Antonio Arellano—by force of the 
dreaded Preventive Detention Action (PDA) 
which allowed warrantless arrests. 

The case of the three Davao lawyers is now en- 
shrined in Philippine jurisprudence as the “Ilagan. 
Doctrine” (Ilagan vs. Enrile, 139 SCRA 349). 

The soft-spoken current national chair of the 
Gabriela Women's Party-List (her partymate, Rep. 
Liza Maza, is among the “housemates” currently 
under protective custody of the House of Repre- 
sentatives), Ilagan was a former Davao City coun- 
слог She was among the first appointees of the 
Aquino administration following the 1986 People 
Power Revolution. 

While she was in Davao City for the Internation- 
al Women's Day last March 8, the police Direc- 
torate for Investigation and Detective Manage- 
ment in Manila included her in a charge sheet for 
rebellion, Also in the charge sheet were Davao- 
based militant leaders Bayan Muna Rep. Joel Vi- 
rador, Ariel Casilao of Bayan, Editha Duterte of the. 
urban poor group Kadamay, Omar Bantayan of 
Kilusang Mayo Uno, Jeppie Ramada of Bayan Mu- 
па, Antonio Flores of Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas, Cora Espinosa of Samakana and Lorie 
‘Ann Cascaro of Anakbayan youth sector. 

‘The charge sheet is based on the joint affidavit 
of PNP intelligence operatives Franco S. Duca 
and Rex Rodriguez and on photos showing the 


MR. POLICEMAN STOPPED SOME PEOPLE ON 
the sidewalk, as they exited a restaurant and pre- 
pared to cross the street to the Baywalk. Mr. Po- 
[iceman had been watching the people for some 
time, He had with him many other policemen—at. 
least one policeman, if not two, for every person. 
in black in the group who had caught his fancy. 
Mr. Policeman said that crossing the street was 
out of the question. But why? 

“We received an intelligence report,” Mr. Po- 
liceman said. 

Naturally someone asked, "What did it say?” 

Mr, Policeman ignored the question. Instead, 
he said to the people in black, “We know what 
you intend ro do." 

Naturally they asked, "And what is that?” 

Mr. Policeman sidestepped the question and 
said, “We know you are up to no good. Look at 
your shirts, 

Some of the shirts said, “Patalsikin na. Now 
na.” Too cutesy for comfort for many in the somos 
crowd, but this wasn't a gathering of the somos. 
One of those wearing a T-shirt that offended Mr. 
Policeman asked, "And it is illegal to wear what 
we want?” 

Mr, Policeman ignored the question. He 
growled, "We want to preserve the peace and the 
tranquility of the people.” Mr, Policeman had to 
say it rather loudly, because Hizzoner the Mayor 
was sponsoring a concert, and in preparation for 
it, music was blaring in what could only be de- 
seribed as an untranquil manner. But that was 
music, city-sponsored, too: and didn't require the 
mind-destabilizing effort of reading an 8" x 8" lo- 
goon a black Thin after sunset. 

"The people in black were rather taken aback by 
Mr. Policeman's insistence that his mind-reading ac- 
tivities had revealed not only what was on their 
minds—never mind what was inside their 
chests--but also what was going to happen in the 
future, Of course, everyone knew what the future 
had in store—which was 30 people or less crossing 
owas Boulevard on a pedesian lane for а soll 
along Baywalk and for a few-minutes’ thumbs- 
down gesture; then possibly helping the local econ- 
‘omy by eating barbecue ог fishballs—not to men- 
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ing legislative power of the President under mar- 
tial law. The Court affirmed the “proposition that 
as Commander-in-Chief and enforcer or admi 
trator of martial law, the incumbent President of 
the Philippines can promulgate proclamations, 
orders, and decrees during the period of Martial 
Law essential to the security and preservation of 
the Republic, to the defense of the political and 
social liberties of the people and to the institution 
of reforms to prevent the resurgence of rebellion 
or insurrection or secession or the threat thereof 
as well as to meet the impact of a worldwide re- 
cession, inflation or economic crisis which 
presently threatens all nations including highly 
developed countries.” This was later affirmed by 
‘Amendment No. 6 of 1976, which established the 
President as legislative authority parallel to that 
of the legislature. But again the 1987 Constitu- 
tion would categorically say that the imposition 
of martial law does not supplant the functioning 
oflegislative assemblies. 

Benigno Aquino Jr. also challenged the cre- 
ation of military tribunals vested with jurisdiction 
“exclusive of civil courts” over crimes related to 
martial law. But the Court answered that martial 
law creates an exception to the general rule of ex- 
clusive subjection to civil jurisdiction when such 
exception is necessary for the attainment of the 
objects of martial law. Again the 1987 Constitu- 
tion had to reject this decision saying that martial 
law does not “authorize the conferment of juris- 
diction on military courts and agencies over ci 
ians where civil courts are able to function.” 
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march-rally led by Ilagan and her group during 
the Feb. 24 commemoration of Edsa 1. 

“Itis not only baseless but, more importantly it 
is ridiculous,” said lawyer Angela Librado- 
Trinidad, chair of the city council's committee on 
women and children. 

Here are the “ridiculous” allegations, that the 
police authorities claim constitute rebellion: 
"(MDass action rally particularly at the freedom 
park... said personalities were involved in the ag- 
gressive actions to destabilized (sic) the Philip- 
pine government .... (they) started to march 
from freedom park passing along the main streets 
and ... at centennial park ... they shouted their 
politically inclined beliefs to establish a transi- 
tional council о replaced (sic) the Arroyo Regime 
and to OUST PGMA and ай other related issues to 
opposed (sic) the government interest... strongly 
call for the immediate resignation of PGMA.” 

“The charge sheet is not only baseless but itis 
also unbelievable. It cannot even approach the 
definition of rebellion as defined in the Revised 
Penal Code,” commented Caesar Europa, presi- 
dent of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines- 
Davao City Chapter. “At least the Marcos dictator- 
ship (was) predictable” and had no pretenses 
about employing dictatorial measures, he added. 

“This administration is more dangerous be- 
cause it is doble-cara, pretending to be democrat- 
ic but employing draconian measures to silence 
its critics," Ilagan said. 

Of the “Davao 8,” only Antonio Flores of KMP 
had faced similar charges in the past. Flores, a 
militant peasant leader, was charged in 2001 and 
imprisoned for more than a year for the crime of 
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tion catching “V for Vendetta” later that evening. 

‘Apparently, some of the police, safely behind 
Mr. Policeman's back, agreed with those in black. 
Quite a few nodded with every question asked by 
thosein black. 

But Mr. Policeman was not to let the future be. 
When the people in black decided they might as 
well cross the street individually, Mr. Policeman 
had them surrounded, then arrested two of them. 
Mr. Policeman bundled the two to his precinct, and 
eventually  decided- after more phoning 
around—to hand over the two to more policemen 
at their castle-like headquarters, where the police- 
men spent a couple of hours figuring out how to 
make the law apply to those in black. 

‘The law is harsh, but it is the law; we must 
have the rule of law! It goes like this: 

“You're bad.” 

“why?” 

“Because!” 

This is known as political will, even if it entails a 
lot of humdrum leafing through law books and 
calling-up superiors. In the meantime, we waited. 

As we waited, one person in black asked a 
rather high-ranking policeman (who seemed par- 
ticularly keen on the goings-on), “Sir, what is 
your name?" The Very Important Policeman (VIP) 
gave the person a dirty look, as if the latter had 
Said something dirty (like "human rights”). The 
VIP gave his name and asked, "Why do you want 
to know?" The person in black said, "Well, I just 
wanted to know, to see whether you're on our 
side.” ("Our" meaning, of course, the citizenry, 
which has the right to ask policemen their 
names.) The VIP scowled, "I don't work for you. 1 
work for the government.” God Save the Queen. 


(Meanwhile, there are now media reports that 
the President is contemplating trial by military 
tribunal for suspected civilian smugglers.) 

By September 1976, fully four years after the 
imposition of martial law and almost four years 
after the 1972 Constitution had taken effect, 
President Marcos had not yet convened the inter- 
im National Assembly mandated by the Constitu- 
tion and he alone was the active legislative au- 
thority. It was in that same month and in that con- 
stitutional morass that Marcos, through presiden- 
tial decrees, proposed a coordinated series of 
amendments the principal thrusts of which were 
(1) to consign the interim National Assembly to 
oblivion, (2) to create an interim Batasang Pam- 
bansa, and (3) to grant full and concurrent leg- 
islative power to the President. Thus the question. 
was whether the President could propose amend- 
ments to the Constitution. The Supreme Court 
held he could. The main opinion also added that. 
the “separation of executive and legislature or- 
dained in the Constitution presents a distinct ob- 
struction to efficient crisis government.” Another 
Justice rubbed salt to the wounds of Philippine 
‘constitutionalism by arguing that the President 
had not proposed the amendments but had mere- 
ly collated the amendments already proposed by 
the people in earlier referenda. Only Justices 
Claudio Teehankee and Mulioz-Palma dissented. 

We are again at a crucial moment in our history 
when the Supreme Court is challenged to make 
decisions that can either weaken or strengthen 
constitutionalism in the Philippines. Meanwhile, 
the executive arm has been behaving as if martial 
law had been declared. Every official act so far 
done, unless contradicted by the Court, will con- 
tinue to enjoy the presumption of legitimacy. 

The Constitution says that the Supreme Court 
must decide cases submitted to it for decision 
within 24 months. We are, of course, hoping that 
the Court will not wait that long and that its deci- 
sion will strengthen democratic processes. 


rebellion and illegal possession of firearms. He 
was later acquitted on both charges. 

“if fighting for the rights of the peasants and call- 
ing for the ouster ofa fake president are an act ofre- 
bellion, then so be it. will not be cowed by this lat- 
est trumped-up charge against us,” Flores said. 

Given the state of paranoia currently bedevil- 
ing the Arroyo administration, it would not be 
surprising if in the coming days more ridiculous 
charges are leveled against those perceived as 
"destabilizers and enemies of the state.” 

The administration could become more brazen 
in filing these charges as it continues to conducta 
massive witch-hunt of its perceived enemies—in 
the political opposition, and even in the press. In 
Cagayan de Oro, for example, our chair in the 
Union of Peoples’ Lawyers In Mindanao (UPLM), 
Fred Gapuz, reportedly has been included in the 
military's “order of battle" for his being a critic of 
the Arroyo administration. Last Friday's arrest of 
former Social Welfare Secretary Dinky Soliman is 
another indication of this trend. So under the be- 
leaguered Arroyo administration, walking along 
a major Metro Manila thoroughfare, while wéar- 
ing a black Tshirt with a provocative slogan, is al- 
ready a crime! 

Indeed, even with its so-called lifting, Procla- 
mation 1017 remains the real "residual threat" to 
our constitutionally guaranteed rights. 

The continued crackdown on the political op- 
position and the critical press is a clear indicator 
that the Arroyo administration will employ all 
measures, legal or otherwise, to ensure its sur- 
vival. 

“These trumped-up charges against me and my 
colleagues are part of life,” Ilagan said as she 
vowed that oppression and injustice “will not de- 
terus, life goes on.” 

Incidentally, when her husband was arrested in 
1985, “life” was taken to mean "Larry Ilagan For- 
ever” This time around, "life" may as well mean 
“Luz Ilagan Forever” and “Laban is Forever.” 

Comments at kar laws@yahoo.com or kar- 
los #23@hotmail.com 


‘The VIP left, reappeared in civilian clothes, di- 
rected two flunkies to carry a large basket to his 
vehicle, stood around sneering at no one in partic 
ular for some time, then left to be reunited with his 
basket and possibly to do some off-duty sneering, 

Finally, the law was discovered to somehow 
apply to what the police carefully typed in their 
complaint as a "lighting rally” It must have been 
an honest Freudian slip concerning Hizzoner the 
Mayors mult-watt extravaganza along the Bay- 
walk. The police would next bring the arrested 
two to face a prosecutor in the Manila City Hall. 

in the City Hall, sitting outside the prosecutor's 
office, I noticed that many of the other prosecutor's 
offices had shiny posters featuring Justice Secret 
Raul Gonzalez. Except someone had "ball-penned, 
оп quite a few of the posters, a liie Charlie Chaplin 


gation. The lawyers agreed. So many questions! 
"This might just be a case for the ages. Go home 
and wait for your subpoenas, the tired prosecutor 
told those who'd been arrested. 

‘As we went home, a small group of people who 
had gathered outside City Hall raised their fists 
and sang “Bayan Ko.” Some had lit candles and 
placed them on the sidewalk. They chanted com- 
plimentary things about those who'd been arrest- 
ed, and some uncomplimentary things about the 
President in whose name theyd been arrested. 
Now that was a protest. А rally, even. But no one 
was arrested. And I remembered a slogan Fred 
Lim coined when he was still mayor of Manila. I 
went like this: "The law applies to all, otherwise 
none at all.” 

Not the best English, but in retrospect, not a 
bad thought. One that explains perfectly well 
why people wear black (slogan or no slogan on 
the Tshirt), protest, demonstrate and otherwise 
speak their mind: We cannot continue to have a 
Republic whose strength is measured by the 
forcefulness with which the law is applied only 
against those who insist on the old-fashioned no- 
tion that a President never is, and never should 
be, confused with the totality of the State. 
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Building a culture 
of quality education 


“QUALITY EDUCATION 15 ONLY FOR THE RICH STUDENTS. 
No one cares for the plight of poor students, especially in the” 
Philippines. The government does not even care that the good 
and well-experienced teachers ae leaving the country.” 

"This message practically leapt out of my computer moni- 
tor the day after the commentary, titled “Quality education" 
(PDI, 3/13/06), of our board chair, Ms Eggie Apostol, ap- 
peared in the Ingu- 

mx. It was e-mailed 
by an overseas Fil- 
ipino worker in the 
Middle East. He 
made no effort to 
hide his deep disap- 
pointment with what he believed was the limp response by 
the national government and education stakeholders to the 
problems facing today's public schools. (One of my chores as 
executive director of the Foundation for Worldwide People 
Power (FWWPF) is to review every piece of communication 
‘on Education Revolution that comes to our e-mail.) 

The World Bank report on Philippine education, titled "Im- 
proving the Quality of Basic Education,” succinctly states that 
"inputs into the education system have been either of poor 
quality, insufficient in amount, or not in the right mix.” The 
document also points out that “many processes (e.g, teacher 
recruitment, deployment, in-service training, and promotion) 
are unwieldy and ineffective, and support mechanisms are 
not in place to help teachers do their job or students from im- 
poverished or disadvantaged backgrounds attend good 
schools. Now isa good time to respond to the education crisis. 
Many other developing countries have been investing heavily 
in their educational development, leaving the Philippines to ' 
face tougher competition in the global economy.” 

The FWWPP's Education Revolution advocates sustained | 
community involvement to help stem the crisis in our educa- 
tion system, especially in the aspect of quality education. 
This academic year, the FWWPP is introducing the concept 
ofa performance-based support system to sustain organized ' 
initiatives that will improve education delivery at levels as 
deep as the barangay. 

"The object is to arrive at a "performance agreement" of, 
sorts between the public school and the community it serves. 
The terms of the “agreement” are enumerated in a Strategic 
Plan jointly prepared by the school and the community. The 
achievement rates ofits students as measured in standard di- 
agnostic tests are the "currency of exchange” that the public 
schoo! uses to unlock resources in the community. 

Since we launched Education Revolution, specifically at the 
community level, we have been deluged with letters and calls 
from individuals and entities sharing in our belief that quality 
education is the best weapon against poverty. The statements 
of solidarity are very much appreciated and deeply encourag- 
ing. The problem is how to turn all this positive energy into a 
continuing community initiative. If you really want to help | 
improve the quality of education in the public school in your 
‘own community, how and where do you start? 

At the beginning, of course. By learning as much as you [ 
can about the state your chosen public school is in right now. 
You don't need to be an investigative reporter to do this. The 
basic information about the public school you are thinking 9f, 
helping is quite accessible—as public documents--from а, 
variety of sources. The Department of Education website at? 
wwwdeped.govphis a good place to start: More detailed in-* 
formation can be obtained from the Basic Education Infor 
mation System (BEIS), a facility developed by Undersecre- 
tary Juan Miguel Luz. Please note though that the data go 
only up to academic year 2004. But they are still statistically , 
valid. 

From our own experience, we can confidently say that * 
there isno scarcity of data. In fact, the reverse is true: there is 
зо much information about the education sector that many 
‘community initiatives get sidetracked at this stage due to in 
formation overload. You'll come across such arcane terms' 
like “cohort survival rate” and “inflation-adjusted budget al- 
location" and sinister-sounding acronyms like MOOE and ' 
SEF Most likely, you will be shocked by what you will discov- 
er: unbelievably substandard facilities, overcrowded class- 
Tooms to the point of bursting, poorly motivated teachers, 
and the list goes on. 

‘After your initial information gathering, the next thing to 
dois to get more people in the community talk about quality ' 
education: what it means and why itis importantto the com- 
munity, and not just to the teachers and the principal of the 
public school. In community development parlance, this is 
called “emphasizing stakeholdership." 

The focus of these preliminary community talks goes be- 
yond just raising funds to build better school facilities, Yes, 
these things are also important, but finding creative ways tot 
help our children "learn for life” should be our primary goal. 
For example, being able to really read—and not just mouth 
the words—is a basic "life skill” The DepEd says, by Grade 
Ш, the pupil should already be an independent reader. 

In the course of your inquiry into the state of public educa- 
tion in your community, you are bound to uncover a myriad ! 
of reasons why Jaime or Anita—already in Grade VI—seems | 
to find difficulty reading newspapers like the Inquinex. The 
idea is to first make other people in the community aware of ر‎ 
the problem. Putting together an organized education initia- | 
tive that is premised on performance can come a bit later, 
When conditions are ripe. Remember that our goal is to build | 
aculture of quality education. р 

The World Bank report mentioned earlier also says, “This 
is the important thread that needs to be woven [into ай other , 
efforts to improve basic education]. Many Filipinos are con- 
fused about what is meant by quality education. Many 
equate it with education credentials despite evidence that? 
credentials do not necessarily correspond to learning com- 
petencies. Many also think that resources in schools (e.g. 
more computers, nicer buildings, more teachers) [are] а, 
guarantee of good education despite evidence that well-en- , 
owed schools do not always deliver good instruction, while 
many poorer schools do. 

Building a culture of quality [therefore] is to emphasize 
competency rather than credentials or inputs. It means 
defining performance targets and assessing performance , 
against those targets, and regularly examining why those 
targets are not reached and what needs to be done.” У 

"The FWWPP will be glad to walk you through the crucial 
information-gathering stage, and answer any questions you 
might have. The DepEd’s BEIS is available on CD. Just send? 
us an e-mail should you want a copy, that is, if you haven't 
acquired one yet from the DepEd. 

Most of all, we'd like to hear of any ideas you might have, 
to make the Education Revolution a national movement for 
quality education. 

(fou may send e-mail to the author at execdir@fww- 
pporg) 
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Substandard RP passports fm 8 E 


THIS 1S TO CALL THE ATTEN- 
tion of the passport division of 
the Department of Foreign Affairs 
to the substandard materials be- 
ing used in Philippine passports. 

"The plastic lamination over my 
passport photo was tom when an 
immigration officer abroad opened 
my passport. My experience was 
not an isolated case. Ileamed from 
several colleagues that they, too, 
had the same experience. 


элет, 


Lurge the 
DFA to look ban 
into the matter and come up with 
measures to ensure that Philippine 
passports can withstand reason- 
able wear and tear. I had to have 
my passport replaced because the 
embassies where I had to apply for 
а visa would not accept passports 
with tom laminations. 

LOURDES BERNARDO, 
1221 Bocobo St, Malate, Manila 
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OPINION 


Go Gloria, good luck, Philippines 


‘THE STATE HAS THE RIGHT TO DEFEND IT- 
self from chaos and anarchy and lawlessness, 
Isupport Presidential Proclamation 1017. Itis 
time that we contained the destabilizers and 
the self-proclaimed “defenders” of our 
democracy. They have been making a lot of 
noise about just anything to pin down Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. They have scooped 
up all the dirt in the world to throw at her 
face. 

My question is: what have these destabil 
ers contributed to improve the lives of our peo- 
ple? Some of them are former senators, civic 
leaders and government officials. The “fears” 


‘Righteousness 
makes a nation great’ 


THE EDSA I REVOLUTION IS SUPPOSED TO 
be one of the most glorious moments in the 
history of the Philippines and of the world. It 
gave birth to People Power and paved the way 
for the downfall of an oppressive regime. But 
the 20th anniversary celebration of People 
Power did not push through because the Presi- 
dent proclaimed a state of national emergency, 
by force of which people were prohibited from 


| gathering at the Edsa Shrine. 
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‘Those who defied the proclamation were 
forcibly dispersed by the police with water 
cannons and truncheons. Others were arrested 
and detained. What irony. The primary benefi- 
ciary of People Power II has now become the 
nemesis of People Power. 

“Righteousness makes a nation great; sin is 
a disgrace to any nation.” (Proverbs 14:34) 
Ferdinand Marcos and Joseph Estrada did not 
heed this wise counsel and they were deposed 
by People Power. President Macapagal-Arroyo 
must learn from history and should avoid re- 
peating it. 

А nation like the Philippines can be great if 
righteousness and justice reign. But ifthe sins 
of injustice, graft and corruption, influence- 
peddling and the like, continue unabated, then 
Wwe will remain a nation of “hewers of wood 
and drawers of water.” We will continue to bea 
nation mired in poverty and corruption. Moses 
warns those who keep on sinning: “You can be 
sure that your sin will track you down.” (Num- 
bers 32:23) 

Let us, leaders and people, heed the 
Proverbs. Let GMA lead us to righteousness 
and justice if she wants to remain in power. 
“Let justice flow like a stream, and righteous- 
ness like a river that never goes dry.” (Amos 
5:24) 

‘Shall we continue in sin and remain in dis- 
grace? No! We admonish the President to lead 
us to repentance. May God have mercy on us! 

—SOLITO K. TOQUERO, 
bishop, The United Methodist Church, 
Manila Episcopal Area 
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of people who are supposed to be "concerned" 
about democratic values are unfounded, un- 
warranted and exaggerated. They are just 
making an issue out of nothing. 

Since the issuance of Proclamation 1017, 
has there been a citizen arrested innocently? 
‘The people who have been arrested are those 
‘who prominently played a role in the coup, 
‘Their destabilization efforts did not prosper 
because people sensed their bad motives and 
evil ends. People know love of country when 
they see one. If the GMA-bashers really love 
the Philippines, they should be working for 
prosperity and peace. 


MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006 


‘Those of us working abroad are monitoring 
closely the situation there. We can only heave a 
sigh of relief with Proclamation 1017. I am not 
a fan of the President, but I say, “Go, Gloria, 
go!” Hunt down the evil people and the cow- 
ards and the selfish and the greedy. 

Tt is time that the government flexed its 
muscles. GMA should not accept a mere push- 
up as punishment for the military men in- 
volved in the coup. She should court-martial 
them, and charge the civilians in court. Good 
luck Philippines! 

JUDE SANSON, 
tamidles@yahoo.com 


Genuine change, not just Charter change 


THE HELLO GARCI SCANDAL THAT OUT- 
raged Filipinos middle of last year refuses to 
die. It continues to smolder. Clearly at issue is 
the legitimacy of the current President amid al- 
legations of massive fraud and cheating ex- 
posed by the Hello Garci tapes. It is also clear 
the people have not been appeased by the ac- 
tion of Congress to vote down the impeach- 
ment process. 

‘Comes now the proposal to resolve the 
problem by shifting to a parliamentary form of 
government through Charter change. The 
President was only too willing to create a Con- 
stitutional Commission which acted with 
amazing speed in submitting proposed 
changes to the 1987 Constitution.. 

‘We view the whole process of the Charter 
change with alarm. The timing of the proposal 
to amend the Constitution and shift to a parlia- 
‘mentary form of government is suspect. Some 
of the provisions that are being eyed for 
amendment are those that seek to protect our 
right to self-determination, our country's in- 
tegrity and our people's dignity against the ra- 
pacious greed for commerce. 

Charter change is being proposed at a time 
when the executive branch of government is 
being indicted by the people for graft and cor- 
ruption, election fraud, subservience to for- 
eign dictates and insensitivity to the larger is- 


No moral ascendancy to 


IN THE FAILED MILITARY COUP ATTEMPTS, 
ме are merely reaping the wages of "back-to- 
the-barracks” and "20-push-ups" military jus- 
tice. 

Not surprisingly, the ones protesting the 
governments decisive move (Proclamation 
1017) to preserve the State were the most re- 
sponsible for allowing the preservation of the 
politicized military we have to deal with today. 

1f then Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos had 
meted out genuine military justice to the 
1989 putschists.-among them, Gringo 
Honasan, Danilo Lim and Ariel Queru- 


and Quezon Avenue 


City jeepneys and buses pile up at 
loading/unloading zones, taking 
up most of the lanes so that traffic 
gets congested. in-between, they 
also load and unload in the center 
of the road. Not only that, they 
‘weave over to the innermost lane 
to get past other vehicles, then 
suddenly swerve to the right to 


unload passengers in 


Janes. Accidents are only avoided 
due to the alertness of the other 
drivers whose path they cu 
All throughout Españi 
same thing. Sometimes, the traffic 
congestion stretches all the way 
from Quiapo to UST and even be- 
yond, on the southbound lanes, be- 
Cause the jeepneys, FX taxis and 
buses are loading or unloading 
passengers—especially in no load- 
ing/unloading areas, like the exit 


in the Lerma-toQuiapo 


‘There is a loading/unloading 
area, but this is ignored with im- 


unity by jeepney 


long as they fork over PS to the 
candy and sampaguita vendors 
who are said to be "collectors" of 
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1f the cars of the lawyers who 
are defending Gloria Macapagal- 


stolen, but later returned to them 


sue of genuine change. Charter change is being 
rammed down our throats ata time of deep so- 
cial, economic and political crisis. Charter 
change is inspired more by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's desperate need for political sur- 
Vival rather than by the primordial interest of 
the citizens of this republic. 

‘Amending the Constitution and changing 
the form of government are not the solution to 
the ills now plaguing this country. Ferreting 
out the truth and letting the wheels of justice 
take their course are the means by which 
change can come about. Addressing the roots 
of the problems of poverty, corruption, war 
and governance is the only way we can get on 
the road to genuine change. 

We oppose the move to amend the 1987 
Constitution. 

We сай on our church leaders to start a mas- 
sive education campaign and to expose the 
dire consequences of such a move. 

‘We are launching the Church Forum Against 
Charter Change which, in cooperation with 
other objectors, will plan and coordinate the 
courses of action of church people opposed to 
Charter change. 

-SIGNED BY 13 MEMBERS 
OFCHURCHPEOPLE'S FORUM AGAINST 
CHARTER CHANGE 

c/o ecumenicalbishops@yahoo.com 


lecture on 1017 


bin—we would not have to face military ad- 
venturism every once so often. For those who 
bear arms for the State, the obligation to re- 
spect the Constitution and constitutional au- 
thority is unconditional. Ifthey want to be po- 
litical players, they should divest themselves 
oftheir arms. 

Neither Ramos nor Cory Aquino, who let the 
genie out of the bottle in 1986 and failed to put 
it back in 1989, has the moral ascendancy to 
lecture us on Proclamation 1017. 

—CENON MAKALINAO, 
cmakalinao@yahoo.com 


PNP first before the media 


BEFORE GEN. ARTURO LOMI- 
BAO imposes guidelines on the 
media, he should first issue guide- 
lines to his own men, over whom. 
he seems to have no control. 

"This letter concerns especially 
the policemen manning traffic in 
Metro Manila. All through Edsa, 
you see buses loading and unload- 
ing passengers in the middle of the 
highway, putting them at risk, be- 
cause the drivers are too lazy to go 
tothe loading/unloading areas. 

‘Along Commonwealth Avenue 


the traffic enforcers. 

The authorities put up a divider 
on the stretch leading to Quezon 
Bridge, but it seems not to do the 
job of ensuring smooth traffic flow 
(if that was the intention, in the 
first place, or was it for “other rea 
sons”?), as jeepneys going to 
Quiapo-Tlalim use the lane inside 
the divider to load and unload 
passengers—again, this is a no- 
loading/unloading zone. 

The same situation exists along 
"Taft Avenue and all other streets 
going south, north, west or east 
where jeepneys abound. The jeep- 
ney driver takes his "king of the 
road” status very seriously, while 
traffic enforcers look the other 
way. 

The only solution to our traffic 
problems in Metro Manila is for 
the traffic enforcers to really en: 
force traffic. Lomibao should look 
into this instead of cluttering his 
mind with the pros and cons of 
politics in the media. 

Let the media do their work un- 
hampered and without intimida- 
tion, Make the policemen on the 
beat do their work. It doesn't take 
a miracle to control Lomibao's 
subordinates, only a bit of hands- 
on management, 

He should also look into the 
"reasons" why the police can be 
bullies toward peaceful ralliers 
but remain helpless in the face of. 
traffic snarls caused by their own 
negligence. 

—NITOS S. GARCIA, 
«/o National Press Club, 
Magallanes Drive, 
Intramuros, Manila. 
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A ‘moot and academic’ question? 


IREFER TO THE INQUIRER NEWS 


by the car thief, could the latter 

plead that he has no case to an- 

swer because the crime has be- 
come "moot and academic"? 

—IAIN ROGERS, 

Flat4/B, 1-3 Shin Hing St, 

HongKong 
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IF you have any complaints, 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquir- 


Writers of letters to the 
address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for 

verification purposes. 

such information is supplied. 


grievances or suggestions about the 


editor are requested to include their com- 
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DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


The Board of Foreign Service Examinations of the Department of Foreign Affairs announces the holding ofthe- 


FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER (FSO) EXAMINATIONS 


to recruit candidates for appointment to the position of Foreign Service Officer Class IV (FSO IV). 


The Examinations is composed of three (3) parts which will be held on the following dates: 


Qualifying Test: 28 May 2006 
Written Examination: 23,24 and 25 August 2006 
Oral Examinations: To be determined at a later date 


IMPORTANT: 


(1) Application forms and relevant information regarding the examinations may be downloaded from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs website (www.dfa.gov.ph). Forms may also be obtained personally or 
requested through mail from the following offices of the Department of Foreign Affairs: 


DFA Main Office: Board of Foreign Service Examinations, Department of Foreign Affairs, DFA Building, 
2330 Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City ° Tels. (02) 834-3080, 834-3083 ° Fax (02) 551-5976 


DFA RCO Lucena: 3rd Floor, Pacific Mall Lucena, M.L. Tagarao St., Barangay Ill, Lucena City ? Tels. (042) 
710-4526 ? Fax (042) 373-1898 ° Email: dfarcolc@pldtdsl.net 


DFA Mindanao and DFA RCO Davao City: Ebro-Pelayo Building, E. Jacinto Street, Davao City * Tels. (082) | 
227-3900, 224-4885, 227-0713 ° Fax (082) 221-4552, 227-0712 ° Email: davaorco@ultimate.info.com.ph, 
davaorco@yahoo.com 


DFA RCO Cagayan de Oro: Geleng Building, Lapasan Highway, Cagayan de Oro City ° Tels. (08822) 
724-309, 720-122 Fax (08822) 726-578 ° Email: rcocdo@yahoo.com 


DFA RCO La Union: Pasado Building, Pagdalagan Norte, San Fernando, La Union ° Tels. (072) 888-3733, 
242-7694 ° Fax (072) 888-5484 ° Email: dfa launion@sflu.com 


DFA RCO Clark Field: Balikbayan Shopping Mall, Claro M. Recto Avenue, Clarkfield, Angeles, Pampanga 
* Tels. (045) 599-7777 ° Fax No. (045) 599-6555 ° Email: rcopampanga@yahoo.com 


DFA RCO Cebu: Causing Lozada Building, Osmena Blvd. cor Lapu-lapu Street, Cebu City ° Tels. (032) 
256-3193 ° Fax (032) 256-0624, 253- 6798 ° Email: dfacebu@cvis.net.ph, cebu@dfa.gov.ph 


DFA RCO Iloilo: Yulo Street, Iloilo City ° Tels. (033) 336-1737 ° Fax (033) 335-0221 ° Email: dfa_ilo@ 
mozcom.com 


DFA RCO Zamboanga: Go-Velayo Building, Veterans Avenue, Zamboanga City ° Tels. (062) 991-4398 ° 
Fax (062) 991-7958 ° Email: rcozambo@jetlink.com, zamboanga@dfa.gov.ph 


DFA RCO Legazpi: 3/F City Hall Building, Legazpi City ° Tels. (052) 480-3000, 820-3396 ° Fax (052) 
480-1773 ° Email: info dfalegazpi.bayandsl.ph, admin@dfalegaspi.bayandsl.ph 


DFA RCO Tacloban: Leyte SMED Center, Capitol Site, Tacloban City ° Tels. (053) 321-8232, 321-8233 ° Fax 
(053) 321-8237 ° Email: taclobanrco@dfa.gov.ph, dfa_rcotac@globline.com.ph 


DFA RCO Tuguegarao: Municipal Building, Tuguegarao, Cagayan Valley ° Tels (078) 846-2310, 846-1482 ° 
Fax (078) 846-2310 ° Email: fritzie_rcotug@yahoo.com 


(2) Application forms may also be obtained from the Regional Offices of the Civil Service Commission. 


(3) Completed application forms together with the documentary requirements must be returned to any of 
the DFA Regional Consular Offices enumerated above not later than 10 May 2006, or to the DFA Main 
Office not later than 12 May 2006, for evaluation and processing. 


May 20 - 28, 2006 


Every Summer The Province of Camarines Sur is ablaze 
with the most awaited KAOGMA FESTIVAL. This occasion 
commemorates the founding of the province of Camarines 
Sur. KAOGMA dubbed as “The World's Hottest Festival” 
runs for nine days from the 20th of May till the 28th. The 
KAOGMA, which in local vernacular translates to 
“happiness”, is the biggest and the most colorful festival in 
the Bicol Region. Now celebrating the province's 428th 
foundation year and with the chili peppers (sili) as it's 
handle, KAOGMA 2006 promises hotter activities, spicier 
celebrities & flavorful festivity for everyone to enjoy. 


Get into the heat of the Kaogma Festival: 


May 20 — Motorcade and Grand Opening of Kaogma 
2006 
- Start of the Extreme Sports: National 4x4 
Off-Road and Motorcross Challenge 


May 21- CamSur Watersports Complex : Opening and 
d International Wakeboarding Exhibition 
- Reggae Night: Concert and Awarding 
Ceremony 


May 22 - Buruntolan Boxing Tournament. 
- Dalan sa kalangitan Grand Singing Contest 
Finals Night 


b May 23 - Buruntolan Boxing Tournament 
- Hot Kids Child Star Quest 


May 24 - Hotta Hotta Dance Competition 
- National Cycling Event: Tour Of Camsur 
Awarding Night 


May 25 - Airsoft, Practical Shooting and Lawn Tennis 
- Hot Banda Jam: Battle of the Bands 


May 26 - Ms. Kaogma Beauty Pageant 
May 27 - Kaogma Grand Parade with Sili Floats and 


9 Street Dancing Competition i 
- Kaogma Music Fest 


May20- 28 - All day All Night Hot Buys and Hot Food 
Ba: A 


~ Be ~ For inquiries please contact: 
The Camarines Sur Manila Liason Office 


+ 
|| 3 
Gov. 3 { or visit: www.camarinessur.gov.ph ' 
: ; ai 
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Teaching Hospitality: 
A Training Program 
for Educators 

April 24-29, 2006 


Participants will receive a certificate, hand-outs, morning 
and afternoon snacks, and lunch for six days. 


Asummer program for hotel and restaurant management 
educators that will offer two modules simultaneously: 
Rooms Division and Food and Beverage Division. 


SHRIM s the first hotel 


+ school in the country 
$ to receive a Level 2 Accreditation from the 


Philipine Accrediting Association of Schools, 


Facilitated by the industry based faculty of De La Salle- i дез, and Universities (PAASCU) 


College of Saint Benilde's School of Hotel, Restaurant 
and Institution Management (SHRIM), each module 
includes a discussion of teaching foundations of hotel 
and restaurant management courses. A significant . 
portion of the sessions will be devoted to hands-on 
simulation and exercises in order to equip nonrindustry | 
practitioners the basic skills required by the industry. ; 


SCHOOL of HOTEL RESTAURANT and | 
INSTITUTION MANAGEMENT 


De La Salle-College of Saint Benilde 
5-58 lage o international enter 
Estrada се Aeon St. alai, Manila 


Tel. Nos.: 400-7407, 525-7562 
Telefax: 400-7408 
Email: shrim@dis-csb edu ph 


La Salle-College of Saint Benilde 


4 Taft Avenue: Manila, Philippines 1004 
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2 rebels, soldier slain in Cebu clash' 


By Jhunnex Napallacan and Carla P. Gomez 


PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—TWO NEW 


PEOPLES ARMY (NPA) 


rebels, including a top leader, and one soldier were 
killed in an encounter yesterday in a village in Tabue- 
lan town, 86.9 km north of the city. 


Military and police officials iden- 
tified one of the rebels as Jimmy Ba- 
dayos, alleged secretary of the NPA 
Front Committee 2 operating in one 
city and eight towns in the mid- 
north Cebu area. His aliases includ- 
ed Warren, Jin, Vassily and Cyrus. 
"Being a secretary of Front 2, 
Badayos was actually the top 
leader and right-hand of Central 
Visayas Regional Party Commit- 


tee of the CPP.NPA head Kuman- 
der Roy Erecre,” said Lt. Col. Jef- 
ferson Omandam, Armed Forces 
Central Command (Centcom) 
spokesperson. 

He said the death of Badayos 
was a big setback to the NPA 
unit operating in Danao City 
and the towns of Balamban, As- 
turias, Tuburan, Tabuelan, Cat- 
mon, Carmen, part of Com- 


postela and Sogod. 

The other rebel fatality was 
identified as Guillermo Alburo, 
alias Jed. 

Omandam refused to identify the 
lone government fatality pending 
notification of his family But he said 
the soldier had the rank of private 
first class and suffered two bullet 
wounds бе chest. 

About 50 Tabuelan policemen 
and soldiers of the 78th Infantry 
Battalion went to Sitio Kalum- 
brisan, Barangay Dalid in Tabuelan 
to check reports of the presence of 
armed men in the area. 

Omandam said the team was 
fired upon by about 20 rebels at 

21 a.m. An exchange of gunfire 
ensued, which lasted more than 
hour, ensued. 


He said the rebels left behind 
their two fallen comrades, an M-16 
rifle, a Motorola radio with charg- 
er, tape recorder with two cassette 
tapes, cellular phone, hand 
grenade, personal belongings and 
antigovernment documents. 

Omandam said the firearm 
was owned by Pfc. Donald Ra- 
mirez who was killed in an en- 
counter last year in Barangay 
Somon, Tuburan. 

Police provincial director Se- 
nior Supt. Vicente Loot said the 
bodies of Badayos and Alburo 
were brought to the town's sports 
complex and later to a funeral 
home in this city for autopsy. 

In Escalante City, Negros Occi- 
dental, atleast 40 NPA rebels fled 
with nine high-powered firearms 


yesterday morning after raiding 
the detachment of the РМР 1st 
Regional Mobile Group. 


NPAattack 

Provincial police director Se- 
nior Supt. Charles Calima said 
the rebels took two M-14 rifles, 
two M-16 rifles, three Garand ri- 
fies, a 45 cal. pistol and an M-60 
machine gun from the detach- 
ment at Sitio Cubay, Barangay 
Malasibog in Escalante, 102.1 km 
north of Bacolod City. 

No one was hurt among the 
two policemen and eight Civilian 
Volunteers Organization mem- 
bers who were on duty at that 
time, said Calima. 

He said the 10 were caught off- 
guard while having breakfast 


when 30-40 guerrillas barged in; 
totedeachmentatóam. 
The police personnel had rer; 
tumed to the detachment af, 
about 3 pum. after securing 4; 
nearby fiesta dance. d 
An Army intelligence officer, 
who asked not to be named, told. 
the Inquirer that some of those on, 
duty were sleeping in their quar- 
ters when the raiders came. 
Calima said the detachment: 
personnel led by PO3 Antonio, 
Bravo and 1st RMG Chief Flomar, 
Natuel, had been relieved from 
their post following the incident. 
Chief Supt. Doroteo Reyes, po- 
lice director for Western Visayas, y 
arrived in Negros Occidental to 
supervise pursuit operations 
against the raiders. 


Dynamite blasting scaring whales in Babuyan NG 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


FISHERMEN IN THE ONCE TRAN- 
quil Babuyan Islands in Cagayan 
province are literally having a blast. 

Local fishermen, citing poor catch 
in recent months, have resorted to dy- 
namit blasting to salvage metal from 
shipwrecks surrounding the islands, 
aécording to the World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF)-Philippines. 

Itis said to be the newest and most 
environmentally damaging source of 
livelihood in the islands, said the 
WWE which conducts an annual on- 
site monitdring of the Babuyan Is- 
lands for its Humpback Whale Re- 
search and Development Project. 

The blasting are scaring away the 
Pacific humpback whales that come 
tothe Philippines to breed this time of 
the year, it said. 

The dynamite blasts were also in- 
evitably destroying the coral reefs in 
the Camiguin Island, where the blasts 
have been monitored. 

The WWF records an average of 
100 sightings in the Babuyan Is- 
lands annually but fears that this 
would be reduced due to the dyna- 
mite blasts. 

“We will continue to monitor the 
whales to see if ће blasting has a di- 
rect impact on the whales ... al- 
though definitely there must be per- 
‘manent damage to the coral reefs in 
the area," WWF consultant Jomarie 
Acebes said in a phone interview. 


Located about 50 km north of the 
Luzon mainland, the Babuyan Islands 
has the highest known cetacean 
species diversity in the Philippines, 
hosting 14 of the 25 known cetacean 
species in the world including the 
humpback whale, sperm whale and 
'bottle-nosed dolphin. 

The WWE team that arrived in 
Camiguin Island north of Cagayan 
province on Feb. 17 has recorded up 
to six blasts per hour almost daily. On 
March 18, just days after the Calayan 
police arrived in Camiguin, four 
blasts were recorded again. 

“The blasts are really loud. You can 
hear it even up to eight kilometers 
from the shore. That's very loud con- 
sidering that the dynamites explode 
under water,” Acebes said. 

The locals themselves have admit- 
ted that those who go out for blasting 
use about a gallon of dynamite for ev- 
ery trip, she said. They dive to plant 
the dynamites in the shipwrecks and 
then recover the steel that comes 
loose due to the explosion. 

The scrap metals are sold in the is- 
land for about P4 per kilo: The dealer 
from the island then sells the scrap in 
“Aparri or Cagayan for about P10 per 
kilo, Acebes said. 

There are at least five known 
shipwrecks surrounding Camiguin 
Island, all of which are in the 
breeding ground of humpback 
whales that travel to the Babuyan 
Islands before proceeding to Alas- 


ka and Russia to feed. 

The shipwrecks, which are more 
than 20 years old, have become artifi- 
cial reefs that serve as refuge and 
breeding ground for fish. 

Acebes said the locals have been 
salvaging metal from the shipwrecks 
for about two years now, but they 
used to dive and use acetylene to re- 
cover the loose scraps. 

The locals have only started to use 
dynamites the past months because 
they wanted to get bigger pieces of 
metal, she said. 

‘The Cagayan provincial govern- 
ment passed an ordinance-in 2003 
declaring the humpback whales as 
protected species within the territori- 
al jurisdiction of the province. 

The WWF has written Calayan 
Mayor Joseph Llopis to inform him of 
the blasting. The Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources and 
the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources have also been informed of 
the illegal activity 

The Calayan police have also visit- 
ed Camiguin and apprehended the lo- 
cals for the blasting but the WWF re- 
vealed that no police report has been 
filed in Calayan about the blasts. 

ressures such as illegal hunting 
aid overfishing have threatened the 
global population of cetaceans. 
Humpbacks are listed as endangered 
under the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature and the US 
Endangered Species Act. 
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APAGE from the book “Moonbeams” illustrated with rubber cuts by Leonardo Aguinaldo, 


2004 Grand Prize winner of the Asean Art Award. 
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Environmentalism as told to kids 


By Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—AN ENVIRONMENTAL ADVO- 
cacy group thinks preaching the values of tree 
fairies to schoolchildren will get Mother Earth 
more mileage than protest marches. 

The Cordillera Green Network Inc, a 
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Baguio-based reforestation crusader, launched 
on March 12 a children's book called “Moon- 
beams," one of 129 stories submitted to CGN's 
first ecological writing competition in 2005. 
CGN plans to publish most of these children's 
stories as part of a new advocacy strategy. 

"We want to teach environmentalism, but we re-. 
alize that if we are fighting for our children, we: 
must show the children what the fight is all about. 
So we are producing children’s books to promote 
the management of the environment instead,” said: 
filmmaker Jo Banasan, CGN executive director 

Banasan said CGN did not expect to find a 
wealth of stories from contest entries. 

A story called "Tailings' Dam,” by Maureen" 
Loste, explores а child's experience with a 
mine, and these are some of the stories now} 
being lined up for publishing, Banasan said. sj 

Loste and her husband, Manuel, Bayan Mu 
na national vice chair, have been opposing 
corporate mining. 1 

“CGN is ай about promoting the soul [of ecol-} 
ogy), and we want to offer information that ist 
accessible to everyone, especially children of 
the Cordillera, where [old school] mining and* 
logging have contributed to the destruction of- 
the region's virgin forests," she said. 

CGN principally espouses reforestation. 

Ties with the Japan Fund for Global Envi- 
ronment and the Kiyosato Educational and- 
Experiment Project allowed CGN to create a 
20-hectare tree nurturing facility in Benguet: 
‘and another 20-hectare tree farm in Apayao. 

All these efforts will go to rot once commu- 
nities stop sustaining these forests, “which is, 
why it is important for children to understat 
the legacy we are leaving them,” Banasan saic 

“Children understand stories because sto?" 
ries are always magical. In Kalinga where 1 
grew up, I always looked forward to visiting 
the fields where a storyteller stays. 1 enjoyed 
those stories, so 1am certain children of today 
will enjoy СОМ stories," she said. А 

“Moonbeams,” written Бу Baguio-based 
freelance writer Nonette Bennett, took the 
CGN contest’s top prize, and was selected as, 
its first book because it was a story “with no. 
borders,” Banasan said. 

Illustrated by Leonardo Aguinaldo, 2004 
Asean Art Award grand prize winner, “Moon- 
beams,” tells the story of siblings Ambic and 
Ambit who live on a mountain. 

The children frequent a waterfall to visit. 
tree fairies, formed from moonbeams cast at, 
the highland's calm surface every night. 

‘But the adults of their community no longer be- 
lieve in fairies, and they ignore the children's plea.. 
‘when they allow farmer Pedped to dear a section. 
ofthe mountain forest for his vegetable garden. 

The fairies disappear, and in their absence, 
the gardens dry up and the mountain loses its 
resources. 

Banasan said like many other stories submit- 
ted to CGN, “Moonbeams” presents children 
both the ideal and the practical points of view. ^ 

Bennett's story allows children to understand 
why the farmer needed to clear the forests, while. 
exploring the consequences of his actions, 

A ^ Di 


MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006 


Ге ne 


3-YEAR UP STUDY 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


Across the NATION 


Visayas kids face risks of lead poisoning 


By Hazel P. Villa. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—CHILDREN AGED 5 YEARS OLD 
and below in the Visayas may be facing risks 
of lead poisoning, a three-year health study 
indicated. 

‘The study, conducted by Dr. Orville Solon ofthe 
University of the Philippines’ School of Economics 
iti Diliman, Quezon City, found 1,294 children 
from 11 Visayan provinces with lead levels in their 
bloodstream way beyond the hazard limit. 

The children had lead in the blood of up to 20 
micrograms per deciliter, about twice the 10 
pg/L allowable limit, the study showed. 

The number represented 30 percent of 4,312 
children whose blood was tested for the study. 
"The children were from Capiz, Iloilo, Negros Oc- 
dental, Bohol, Cebu, Negros Oriental, Siquijor, 
Camiguin, Biliran, Leyte and Eastern Samar. 

“Solon, a health economist, presented his 
study, titled “Results from the Quality Im- 
provement Demonstration Study (QIDS): An 
Unanticipated Finding of Lead Exposure in 
Children 5 and Younger” on the second day of 
the 2nd National Conference on Population, 
Health and Environment held March 15-17 at 
the Waterfront Hotel here. 

The conference was convened by the 
Philippine Legislators’ Committee on Popula- 
tion and the Development Foundation, Inc. 

Study results showed that more than 10 
percent of children tested in Bohol, Negros 
Oriental, Biliran and Leyre had lead levels in 
the blood greater than 20 ug/dL. 

SA smaller percentage of those from other 
provinces had 10-20 g/dl. 

* Solon found that seven of the 16 identified 
potential exposure sources for lead had a 
range of lead concentration near or beyond 
the hazard limits as determined by applicable 
US regulatory agencies. 

The children found with lead in the blood 
were greatly exposed to paint chips, dust 
wipes, canned tuna, candy wrappers, gaso- 
line, motor oil and fishing weights. 

‘The mean lead found in the blood of the 
4,312 tested children was 9.40 pg/dL, near 
the cut-off of 10 pg/dL as stipulated by the 
Center for Disease Control. 

Elizabeth Butrick, project manager of the 
QIDS, said any amount of lead in the blood is 
dangerous. 
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Exec charged with estafa 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—An offer of a pre-need 
firm here is facing an estafa case for allegedly de- 
frauding a fishing tycoon. The case was fled Feb. 
24 upon the recommendation of lawyer Boye Ma- 
та, head of the National Bureau of Investigation in 
South Cotabato-Sarangani-General Santos. The 
suspect, Aldrin Robleza, a senior division manager 
of Grayline Plans Inc., was arrested by NBI agents 
in an entrapment operation, but was freed after 
posting a P40,000 bail. In her complaint, Aurea 
Damalerio of Damalerio Fishing Corp. said she paid 
more than P11,000 milion to Robleza from 2004 to 
2006 after the suspect pledged to help facilitate the 
approval of her $20-million loan with the Singa- 
pore-based Asia Pacific Venture Capital Ltd 
Aquiles Z. Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Cha-cha debate 
ROXAS CITY—The 
provincial government 
hold a "grand debate” 
оп Charter change be- 
fore the end of March. 
Gov. Vicente Bermejo on 
Tuesday said a group 
headed by provincial le- 
qal officer Napoleon 
Oducado was formed to 
design and facilitate the 
holding of the debate to be covered live by ll ra- 
dio and television stations here. The proposition, 
according to provincial administrator Dante 
Bermejo, В "resolve to adopt the proposed Char- 
ter change drafted by the Constitutional Commis- 
sion.” The debate, to be conducted in Hiligaynon, 
is meant to inform Сарісећов of the proposed 
Charter amendments 
Felipe V. Celina, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Prostitution ring bared 
DUMAGUETE CITY—Mayor Agustin Perdices on 
Tuesday revealed he existence of an underground 
prostitution and possibly pedophile ring in Negros 
Oriental. During the first meeting of the Anti-Inde- 
сепсу Board at City Hall, Perdices pointed to some 
tricycle drivers who hang out late at night in front 
of Why Not Restaurant beside the Perdices-owned 
Mamia's restaurant. Pordices said that while по ac- 
tual crime had been committed along the boule- 
vard, the place was where the suspected pimps 
meet with their clients. Па price has been agreed, 
the customers are brought outside of the city to 
meet the women or child prostitutes. 

Alex Pal, PDI Visayas Bureau 


3 cops acquitted 
LEGAZPI CITY—Three city policemen, who had 
been charged with the murder of a hostage-taker 
at Pacific Май nere 19 months ago, were acquit- 
tad by Regional Trial Court Branch 5 Judge Pedro 
Sorlao. SPO2 Darwin Aragon, РОТ Eddie Casill 
and РОТ Felino Hate were cleared after the judge 
noted that they had dutifully responded to a ro- 
quest for assistance by the mali management 
when the hostage-taking occurred and that they 
had acted in sai-detense. The murder complaint 
was fled by Gloria Bobis, mother of hostage-ak- 
er Roderick Bobis of Barangay Bigaa, who met 
with his estranged wile Raquel at the mall on 
Aug. 11, 2003 for a possible reconciliation. The 
meeting turned sour when Roderick, a security 
quard, poked a gun at Raquel. 

Edgar Alejo, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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High lead content means: 

‘© With 10 g/dL in blood 
Slight loss in IQ 

Hearing and growth problems 
‘© With 20 ug/dL in blood 
Moderate loss in 10 
Hyperactivity 

Poor attention span 

Difficulty in learning 
Language and speech problems 
Slower reflexes 


The range of concentration of lead from ex- 
posure to gasoline as found in the bodies of 
the children was 4.6 to 24.6 parts per million 
(ppm). The hazard limit is 13 ppm. 

Candy wrappers and gasoline are not sup- 
posed to have any lead in them, but Solon's 
study found that children éxposed to such 
had lead in their blood. 

About 530 to 120,000 ppm of lead from 
paint chips were also found in thé children's 
blood. The hazard limit is 5,000 ppm. 

Lead from motor oil and fishing weights 
were also found. These had no registered haz- 
ard limits because these were not regulated. 

Solon said lead poisoning was a serious prob- 
lem because the potential consequences of high 
lead levels in children would be acute neural tox- 
icity cognitive and behavioral impairment and 
developmental delays, with anemic children 
more at risk because they absorb more lead. 

The study said the IQ (intelligence quo- 
tient) levels of children with "elevated lead 
levels" in their blood averaged 90. 

“This IQ ... is problematic,” said Solon, 
who said QIDS spent $10 per blood test (or 
about P500 at the time the study was con- 
ducted in 2002-05). 

Solon said the Department of Energy and 
the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources were already informed of their 
findings last year. 

"Their response was that they called on 
their regional units to talk to the parents of 
the children but they (the two departments) 
have not developed very specific actions to 
face the lead problem," said Solon in an inter- 
view after his presentation. 
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Is entertaining the public RP most endangered democracy in Asia 
illegal? Joker asks cops 


From page Al 

help but ask this question even as 
they decried the arrest and detention 
of former Social Welfare Secretary 
Corazon Dinky" Soliman on Friday 

Soliman was arrested and 
hauled off to Manila police head- 
quarters together with Vicente Ro- 
hano, lead convenor of the anti-Ar- 
Toyo Black and White Movement 
(GWM), for alleged illegal assembly. 
They were released after five hours. 

“You mean I can't wear anything, 
ask my friends to join me, talk and 
denounce the government? I don't 
think youre violating any law [if 
you do these things],” Senator Ar- 
тоуо said in an interview. 

Soliman and some 50 BWM 
members were mostly clad in 
black Tshirts embossed with the 
message “Patalsikin па. NOW 
NA! (Out now!)" 

As far as he knew, Arroyo, a hu- 
man rights lawyer during martial 
law, said Soliman had neither ob- 
structed traffic nor inconvenienced 
the public when she and other 
BWM members tried to cross Roxas 
Boulevard toward Baywalk. 

“Where's the unlawful act of 
Dinky? Fatal, she only entertained 
the public,” the senator said. 

One could be charged with vidl 
lating Batas Pambansa Bilang 880, 
or the Public Assembly Act, if he or 
she causes traffic obstruction and 
public inconvenience during a pub- 
Tic gathering, according to Arroyo. 

Biazon held the same view. 
“What's the charge? I can't accept 
the charge that they were out 
there to conduct a rally without a 
permit. How many people should 
there be before an activity can be 
considered a rally?” he said. 

“Did they have banners or flags? 
Were they obstructing traffic? 
Were they inconveniencing the 
public? Were they creating lawless 


violence? 1 don't think so,” Biazon 
added in an interview. 

Biazon demanded that the ar- 
resting officers state clearly the 
law that they used to haul Soli- 
man and her companions off to 
the Western Police District for 
questioning on Friday night. 

Police had argued that the group, 
vocal critics of the Arroyo administra- 
tion known for holding protest rallies, 
had engaged in a political activity 
and violated the legal Assembly Act. 


Grayarea 

The wearing of antigovern- 
ment Tshirts per se by an individ- 
ual ora group of people is not ille- 
gal, police Director Vidal Querol 
clarified yesterday. 

But the wearing of such shits 
“with the intention to conducta light- 
ning strike” їп a public area could be 
ilegal, according to PNP spokesper- 
son Senior Supt. Samuel Pagdilao. 

And between these two ac- 
tions, there was a “gray area,” 
both officers acknowledged. 

‘There are no hard and fast 
rules, and what is illegal is left to 
the judgment of the ground com- 
mander, they said. 

Biazon said the arrest and deten- 
tion of Soliman and Romano only 
added to the woes of the administra- 
tion asa result ofits issuance of Pres- 
idential Proclamation No. 1017. 

“Although PP 1017 had been lift- 
ей, its effect of sending a chill down 
the spine of freedom-loving Filipino 
citizens continues to linger” he said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo is- 
sued PP 1017 and placed the country 
under a state of emergency on Feb. 
24 after the military uncovered a 
coup plot. It was lifted a week later 

“Suddenly, this government 
wants you to get a permit for ev- 
ery little act. This can only hap- 
pen in North Korea,” Arroyo said. 


From page Al 
events on TV following the is- 
suance of Presidential Procla- 
mation No. 1017 have been left 
with the abiding image of 
Philippine democracy in total 
disarray and of a country taken 
over by a cabal of disgruntled 
and restive generals and 
colonels. 

For weeks, there was no get- 
ting away from the overbearing 
presence of soldiers on national 
ТУ screens and newspaper front 
pages. 

The ubiquitous presence of 
generals and colonels on the 
radar screen was so overpower- 
ing that it left little doubt that the 
military and police were in fact in 
charge, and the civilian govern- 
ment reduced to a mere figure- 
head. 

While the constitutional Com- 
mander in Chief, Ms Arroyo, tried 
to assert her authority, she virtu- 
ally disappeared from public 


view. 


Invisible 

National TV was overcrowded 
with men in fatigues, strutting on 
center stage, pushing civilian 
leaders to the sidelines and re- 
ducing civil authority to an invisi- 
ble government. 

After Feb. 24, the civil institu- 
tions, especially Congress, 
which normally had been very 
combative and aggressive in try- 
ing to push Ms Arroyo out of 
power, lost their pugnacious 
voices and became invisible, as 
the soldiers empowered by 
emergency measures contemp- 
tuously ignored the existence of 


Queer eye 


senators. 

Whom did we see on center 
stage while the President, the al- 
leged Commander in Chief, was 
pushed to the background? 

They were people in combat 
fatigues like Brig. Gen. Danilo 
Lim of the Scout Rangers; Col. 
Ariel Querubin of the Marines 
Gen. Generoso Senga, the AFP 
chief of staff, and Lt. Gen. Her- 
mogenes Esperon, the Army 
chief. 


Arrogance 

They were joined by Philippine 
National Police Director General 
Arturo Lumibao and the AFP 
spokesperson, Col. Tristan Kison, 
‘who rose from obscurity with the 
statement warning the “enemies 
of the state" against making the 
military the target of "destabiliza- 
tion,” because “we are one of the 
strong pillars holding the na- 
tion.” 

“If we break, the nation will 
collapse,” Kison had said. 

Nothing has matched the arro- 
gance of Kison since the fugitive 
Col. Gregorio Honasan launched 
coups in the second half of the 
1980s. 


Control of AFP in doubt 

It was Senga, not the consti- 
tutional Commander in Chief, 
who laid down the rule that, as 
mandated by the Constitution, 
“we (the military] must remain 
an apolitical force” and that 
“we are not to be regarded as a 
potential political force to be 
used by politicians in the fur- 
therance of their vested inter- 
ests.” 

Like Ms Arroyo, Senga, whose 
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loyalty to the Commander in 
Chief was in doubt on Feb. 24 
when the coup was aborted, does 
not appear to be in control of the 
AFR 


On Feb. 26, when Querubin 
and other Marines protested the 
relief of their commander, his 
disclosure that he and his men 
had planned to join a rally in 
Makati City on Feb. 24 repre- 
sented an extraconstitutional 
move to seize power and replace 
the government with a “transi- 
tion council.” 

‘The rally was aimed at spark- 
ing a wide civilian insurrection to 
topple Ms Arroyo. 

Following the proclamation 
of the state of emergency, it was 
Lomibao to whom the President 
surrendered the power to crack 
down on the media and to lay 
down the “guidelines” for the 
closure of newspapers and TV 
networks, and the arrest of 
those implicated in a conspiracy 
of the Left, “adventurist” offi- 
cers and mainstream opposition 
politicians to overthrow the ad- 
ministration. 

Erosion of civilian authority 

Thus, the erosion of civilian 
authority came from two sources 
inside the military—the renegade 
officers who were linked to the 
coup plotand the military officers 
in charge of the mopping-up op- 
erations against those who al- 
legedly conspired to oust Ms Ar- 
royo. 

While the emergency procla- 
mation enabled the government 
to abort the coup attempt, it cre- 
ated a more serious problem, 
which threatens its survival and 


t Congress 


From page Al 

The countrys LGBT—whom 
Remoto estimated to number 
about 8 million—were not about 
to miss another chance to bring 
the concerns of a “marginalized 
sector” into the halls of Congress. 

In the absence of current fig- 
ures and citing a study by sociolo- 
gist Margaret Mead in the 1950s 
that estimated gay people to 
make up 10 percent of a country’s 
population, Remoto said 10 per- 
cent of the Philippine population 
of 82.7 million was about 8 mil- 
lion LGBT. 

Even if only half of the estimat- 
ed LGBT population would vote, 
then its party-list group would 
have a potential voter base of 4.35 
million. Remoto said Ang Ladlad 
was aiming for at least 850,000 
votes in the 2007 elections. 


Long battle 

“It like a long battle. We have 
been preparing since 2003 ... It 
will be good if the people will 
give us a chance,” he said. “The 
numbers are there, but you have 
to reach them. That's why we're 
asking around in the provinces.” 

‘Ang Ladlad had planned to 
launch its party-list bid in 2004. 
But the deadline to register was 
changed from January 2004 to 
October 2003 and the group 
failed to sign up the party on 
time. 

This time though, Remoto's 
group is doing its homework ear- 
ly. They've already decided on a 
color motif—hot pink. They're 
eyeing beauty parlors as possible 
headquarters in every region or 
province. 

‘Ang Ladlad is also checking out 
the demographics (information 
about the number and character- 
istics) of LGBT people, deploying 
members to northern Luzon, 
southern and central Mindanao. 


Politicians, hairdressers 

Politicians, including a senato- 
rial candidate and local candi- 
dates in Luzon and Mindanao, 
have agreed to carry Ang Ladlad 
in their campaign programs and 
materials, Remoto said. 

Hairdressers, fashion design- 
ers, directors and show biz per- 
sonalities, artists, hotel owners, 
bakery proprietors, and even col- 
lege students have already 
pledged support for the group's 
electoral bid, 

Major hairdressing associ 
tions such as FilHair (Fili 
Hairdressers Cooperative Ass 
ation of the Philippines), Hacap 
(Hairdressers Cooperatives Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines) and 
Hair Asia have signified their 
willingness to participate in the 
campaign. 

Each organization has be- 
tween 20,000 and 30,000 mem- 
bers who own beauty parlors all 
over the country. А 


that of constitutional democra- 


Tt gave the military a franchise 
to implement repressive security 
measures and to reassert mes- 
sianic interventionism that had 
been lurking just underneath the 
surface since 1986. 

The state of emergency al- 
lowed the soldiers, on whom the 
civilian government is more dé- 
pendent than ever, to enforce re- 
pressive measures on civil society 
and to hold the government 
hostage. 

‘The weeks following the abort- 
ed coup have not only been a field 
day for the soldiers to be in the 
limelight. 

‘The period also gave the sol- 
diers a moment to bask in the 
glory of power usurped from 
civilian authority, such that 
Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, a former 
AFP chief of staff, could not 
quite keep himself in the back- 
ground. 

He had crossed over to the 
realm of military intervention for 
а piece of the action by trying to 
calm down the Marines in the 
Fort Bonifacio standoff, not to 
save the Arroyo administration 
but, according to him, to avert 
soldiers from shooting one anoth- 
en 

Indeed, the 
crushed the coup, with the aid 
ofa segment of the military. But 
she now faces the more danger- 
ous conspiracy of soldiers 
whose appetite for grabbing 
power has been revived by a 
fresh injection of its power of 
life and death over disembow- 
eled civilian political institu- 
tions and civil society. 


President 


“Imagine how many parlors 
are out there ... We have the 
country surrounded,” Remoto 
noted. 


Antidiscrimination 

Ang Ladlad will be taking up 
serious LGBT issues, foremost of 
which is discrimination. 

Remoto said many LGBT, espe- 
cially gays, were either not hired or 
not promoted because oftheir gen- 
der. In banks, for example, gays are 
often turned down despite good 
grades and passing exams. 

“They have this notion that 
gays would just give money to 
their boyfriends, which is a 
stereotype,” he said. 

He cited an exclusive boys 
school in Manila where its au- 
thorities would require parents or 
guardians of student applicants 
to sign a “pink slip” assuring the 
school that their boys did not ét- 
hibit effeminate tendencies. 

In the provinces, the discrimi- 
nation was harsher, with gays 
limited to beauty parlors, often 
receiving verbal and physical 
abuse from classmates, neighbors 
and even policemen who pick 
them up for vagrancy. 

Surprisingly, Ang Ladlad did not 
include same-sex marriage in its 
platform, a touchy issue which is 
‘opposed by the Catholic Church, 
conservative groups like Opus Dei, 
and even Muslims who account for 
5.1 percent (based on the 2000 
census) of the population. 

“Same-sex marriage is a very 
middle-class concern. We want to 
make our advocacy—such as an- 
tidiscrimination—a human rights 
issue,” Remoto said. 


Gay pride 

‘Ang Ladlad will also push for mi- 
crofinancing and livelihood oppor- 
tunities for LGBT, as well as drop-in 
centers for "golden gays” and young 
LGBT who have been driven from 
home by their families. 

“Not all gay men want to be- 
come hairdressers, and not all 
lesbians want to become bus con- 
ductors or security guards,” Re- 
moto said. 

The Philippines [s a leading ad- 
vocate of LGBT issues in Asia. 
LGBT groups have also actively 
pushed for the Anti-Discrimind- 
tion Bill in Congress. Pride pá- 
rades all over the world are trad]- 
tionally held in June. In the 
Philippines, pride parades started 
in 1994, but in 2003, they were. 
moved to December to coincide 
with Human Rights Day which is 
observed on Dec. 10. E 

Remoto said: "We are serious 
about this, but we are not tradi- 
tional politicians who will chedt 
for a seat in government. Kung 
lose, eh di lose, try na lang ulit sa 
2010. Pero kung win, eh di winne! 
(f we lose, we lose, We'll try 
again in 2010. Byt if we win. 
we're winners).” ^" 
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cans to intervene in domestic problems. 
The primary target of US military assistance in ~ 
the south is the Abu Sayyaf, а small but brutal al- 
Qaida-linked group on Washington's list of ter- 
rorist groups. The Abu Sayyaf has been blamed 
for deadly bomb attacks, acts of banditry and 
kidnappings for ransom, including of Americans. 


2nd day of demos 

In Tokyo, about 800 demonstrators took to 
the streets for the second day, after some 
2,000 protested Saturday. 

"The Iraq war was President Bush's big mis- 
take and the whole world is against him,” said 
Ayako Nishimura, 66, who is a city council 
member from the Tokyo suburb of Sagami- 
hara and organized Sundays protest. “Iraq 
must decide its own affairs.” 

In Malaysia's largest city, Kuala Lumpur, about 
600 people protested peacefully оп Sun- 
day—unlike a gathering last year in which police 
used a water cannon to disperse demonstrators. 

About 150 policemen stood by as 
protesters from rights groups and opposition 
parties chanted, “Stop the War,” “No Blood for 
Ой” and “America Get Out of Iraq." 

In the Asia-Pacific region, a variety of fac- 
tors appeared to distract people from issue. In 
the southern Australian city of Melbourne, 
which saw some of Australia's biggest antiwar 
protests three years ago, attention has been 
diverted by the Commonwealth Games, while 
in Thailand thousands of people have been 
embroiled in protests against embattled 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, 

In South Korea, it was a baseball match. 

At least 1,000 activists rallied in Seoul on Sun- 
day to condemn ће US-led invasion of Iraq and to 
‘urge the government to bring their troops home. 

“Withdraw the Zaytun unit,” the activists 
shouted, referring to the code name of the South 
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Protesters in Chicago marched down | - 

Michigan Avenue to a Saturday night rally at s ng o 
Daley Plaza downtown. Police estimated that Я LOT us 
more than 7,000 people took part. b E 

"I'm against this war. I'm against the torture,” - uM "Its not just about TOOLS" 
said protester Martha Conrad, 54, of Chicago. 
“We're doing this for the people of Iraq.” 

In Pakistan, hundreds of people held anti- 
‘war rallies in several cities on Saturday, 
chanting slogans such as “Down with Amer 
ca!" 

In London, police said a march from Parlia- 
ment to a rally in Trafalgar Square on Satur- 
day drew about 15,000 people, far fewer than. ] | 
the 100,000 that organizers had expected. = а 
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nationalists who rallied in Belgrade to mourn 
accused war criminal and former Balkan 
strongman Slobodan Milosevic, who died a 
week ago in his cell ata UN war crimes court 
inthe Netherlands. 

Speakers in London demanded coalition 
forces be withdrawn from Iraq, warning that 
the fighting could spread to neighboring Iran 
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Man wounded in Umale 
shooting dies in hospital 


By Edson C. Tandoc]r. 


THE ELECTRICIAN WHO WAS ALSO SHOT 
оп Thursday when he rushed to help busi- 
nessman Leonardo Umale passed away after 
fighting for his life for three days. 

Emesto Ganton died on Saturday night at 
"The Medical City in Pasig City because of a gun- 
shot wound in his belly. He had undergone 
surgery for his injury a day before. 

. Ganton was with Umale when four men 
"armed with .45 caliber handguns shot the busi- 
inessman four times in the head while they 


were about to enter the Pearl Plaza Building on 
Pearl Drive. 

Ganton had rushed to Umale's side and was 
shot in the process. 

“The Umale family feels sad. He was a very 
loyal employee who had worked for Mr. Umale 
for a very long time,” the Umales’ lawyer, Hans 
‘Santos, told the Inquirer. 

Ganton worked as an electrician in the Pearl 
Plaza Building which was owned by the busi- 
nessman. 

Santos said the Umale family had already 
expressed willingness to let Ganton's family 


stay with them. 

Umale's ashes, placed inside an urn, were 
sealed inside a erypt yesterday afternoon atthe 
Christ the King Church in Greenmeadows, 
Quezon City. 

‘Asked ifinvestigators had already uncovered 
any significant development in the case, East- 
em Police District director Chief Supt. Charle- 
magne Alejandrino said: "Wala pa (None yet)." 

‘The Umale family has offered a P10-million 
reward to anyone who could provide informa- 
tion on the four gunmen and the mastermind 
behind the killing. 
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trians 


killed last year 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


where it’s risky. Its really surprising what they 


do,” MMDA General Manager Robert Nacian- 


FORTHE THIRD CONSECUTIVE YEAR, MOST 
of the people killed in road accidents in the 
metropolis were pedestrians, the Metropolitan 
Manila Development Authority (MMDA) said 
yesterday. 

‘An accident analysis report of the agency's 
Road Safety Unit (RSU) showed that of the 
355 fatalities in 2005, 180 were pedestrians 
who were killed while crossing the road, 116 
others were drivers while 59 were passen- 


ceno said. 
The MMI 


just sudder 


they don't. 


gers. 

Most of the fatal accidents also happened 
at night, between 4 p.m. and 6 a.m. 

In 2004, 142 or more than half of the 281 
persons who died in road accidents were 
pedestrians. The same trend was observed 
from June 2002 to November 2003 with 233 
out of 359 fatalities also pedestrians, 

“The relatively high proportion of pedestri- 
ans killed... is still a cause for concern,” the 
RSU said in its report this year. 

“There are still lots of commuters who 
cross the roads indiscriminately, even if they 
could see signs warning them against doing 
so ... There are even people who would cut 
through the steel fences we had put up on the 
sidewalks and center islands just to cross 


a 26 perce 


reports in 
last year. 


The Fastest Selling, 


IDA said that this was why they had 


put up pink signs on the road with the warn- 
ing: “Huwag tumawid, nakamamatay” (Cross- 
ing the road could kill you).” 

“Maybe some people think the government 


nly thought of putting up those 


signs without much thinking, so they think 


mean anything, that they are not 


worth following. But we put up those signs af- 
tera thorough study and for their own safety,” 
Nacianceno said. 

He added that aside from crossing the 
road, the speedy flow of traffic along roads 
that had been widened may also be another 
factor leading to fatalities among pedestrians. 
Other causes: Crowded sidewalks which force 
pedestrians to walk on the road and undisci- 
plined drivers who do not slow down as they 
approach pedestrian lanes. 

Although last year's fatalities amounted to 


nt rise in accident-related deaths, 


the RSU said that the increase was mainly due 
to its boosted data gathering capacity as its 
wider-reaching system of collating accident 


the metropolis was initiated just 
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DIVE INTO SUMMER 


‘As the temperature soars with the onset of summer, residents in Navotas cool down by swimming in Manila Bay, 
just a few meters away from the town’s newly-opened centennial park. 


RANDY HORMLIOSA 


QC reaches out to landslide victims 


ByD] Yap 


ТО REPLACE А SYMBOL OF GRIEF 
with one of healing, the people of 
Quezon City have presented Baran- 
gay Guinsaugon in St. Bernard town 
of Southern Leyte with a most wel- 
come gift: Anew school building, 

‘The old Guinsaugon Elementary 
School was buried in the Feb. 17 
landslide that nearly erased the 
barangay from the map, leaving 
scores dead and missing, and thou- 
sands homeless. 

To some, the school represented 
the depth of the tragedy that had 
struck the area, as Filipinos were 
struck hard by the image of 200 
schoolchildren and teachers buried 
alive in a sea of mud, rock and soil. 

Rescue efforts were centered on lo- 
cating the school in the hope of find- 
ing survivors. But in the end, rescuers 
lost the battle against time and the el- 
ements, and the buried school was 
consigned to its fate. 

In the aftermath of the tragedy, 


Quezon City, one of the richest cities 
in the country, has extended a hand 
to help residents in the small baran- 
gay pick up the pieces and start 
anew. 

For Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr, 
healing and recovery can begin once 
a new school has been built to re- 
place the old one. 

‘The Quezon City government 
turned over an initial amount of P5.3 
million to Southern Leyte for the con- 
struction of a new school building in 
the barangay. 

“The amount may not be enough 
but it manifests our deepest sympa- 
thies and brotherly condolences to 
the Southern Leyte victims,” Bel- 
monte said during the turnover cere- 
mony at Quezon City Hall Bulwagan 
lastweek. 

Southern Leyte Gov. Rosette Lerias 
personally received the amount dur- 
ing the turnover ceremony. 

Belmonte and Lerias also signed a 
memorandum of agreement on the 
construction of the school building. 


Under the agreement, a donation 
amounting to P6 million will be used 
to build a two-story school building 
with 12 classrooms that stand to ben- 
efit 200 pupils. 

‘The school shall be constructed in 
an area that has been declared safe 
by disaster management authorities 
to preventa repeat of the tragedy, ac- 
cording to the agreement 

The City Council earlier approved 
a resolution allocating P5 million for 
the relief and rehabilitation of the 
landslide victims. 

Belmonte, on the other hand, col- 
lected an additional P1 million 
through a fund-raising program at 
City Hall. 

‘The P700,000 balance will be giv- 
en once the project is nearing com- 
pletion 

Belmonte said building a new 
school to replace the old one is both 
timely and vital as the people of 
Barangay Guinsaugon, especially its 
schoolchildren, take the first few 
steps on the path to recovery, 


Sa 


WORKERS at the 168 Shopping Mall in Divisoria wait for the establishment to open, days after customs operatives 


conducted a raid. 


EM ZAMORA 


Business groups laud 168 raid 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


SEVERAL BUSINESS GROUPS YES- 
terday lauded the Bureau of Customs’ 
recent raid on the 168 Shopping Mall 
in Manila, with a trader calling the 
operation an encouraging sign in the 
fight against smuggling. 

One of the groups, the Fair Trade 
Alliance (FTA), even offered to pro- 
vide the BOC with lawyers to help 
prosecute individuals and companies 
that violate customs laws. 

FTA executive director Rene Ofre- 
neo said that with the raid, local in- 
dustries have gained confidence in 
the government's antismuggling pro- 
gram. 

“The signs are encouraging. Maybe 
this is now the real thing we have 
long been waiting for," FTA lead con- 
venor Wigberto Тайайа said in а 
statement, 


During the raid conducted last 
‘Thursday, over 500 customs person- 
nel seized the goods of stall owners 
who failed to prove that they had paid 
taxes for imported items being sold in 
their store. 

Other groups which supported the 
BOC raid were the Philippine Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry (PC- 
CI), the Employers Confederation of 
the Philippines (ECOP), the Philip- 
pine Exporters Confederation 
(Philexport) and the Federation of 
Filipino Chinese Chamber of Com- 
merce Inc. (FCCCD. 


Next step 

"Hopefully, the next step is that we 
see big-time smugglers sent to jail 
and erring retailers of 168 mall being 
charged and prosecuted immediately 
T hope BOC will not let up in its anti 
smuggling drive,” said PCCI presi- 


dent Donald Dee. 

FCCCI president Francis Chua also 
commended Customs Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales for his “tenacity.” 

"For the first time, we have а cus- 
toms commissioner who is not afraid 
of big-time smuggling syndicates,” he 
said. 

Chua also lauded the recent arrest 
of suspected smuggler Samuel Lee by 
the police, Lee, whom the police had 
described as a known plastic resin 
smuggler, has been charged with vio- 
lating the country's tariff and customs 
code. 

The BOC said the government 
could collect an estimated P700 mil- 
lion in taxes, duties and penalties fol- 
lowing the raid on the mall. 

‘The mall has around 800 tenants 
selling various items like shoes, 
clothes, toys and school and office 
supplies 


P75,000 worth of shabu seized in Pasay 


AGENTS OF THE PHILIPPINE DRUG 
Enforcement Agency (PDEA) yester- 
day raided three houses in a crowded 
residential area in Pasay City, where. 
they seized around P75,000 worth of 
suspected shabu. 

‘Two persons identified as Paking 
Bonos and Roberto Quijano were ar- 
rested during the three-hour operation 
оп Tramo Street in Barangay 46, Zone 
6. Authorities said they were looking 
for a third suspect identified as Archie 
Navarete, who was not around during 


the raid, 


“We received reports that the sale of 
shabu is rampant in the area. The place 
is crowded, there are many people, 
and its conducive to drugs,” Senior 
Supt. Abe Lemos of PDEAs Metro 
Manila Regional Office said in a phone 
interview. 

Seized from the three suspects’ 
houses were G1. sachets which con- 
tained 25 grams of suspected shabu es- 
timated to be worth P75,000. A small 
vault containing around P500,000 in 
cash was also taken from Navarete's 
house as the money, according to 


Lemos, may have come from drug 
pushing. 

Lemos said the PDEA would file 
charges of drug pushing and posses- 
sion against the three suspects. 

"At least they would know that there. 
is no letup in our antidrug operations," 
he told the INQUIRER. 

Lemos added that 15 other persons 
who were inside the three houses at 
the time of the operation, including the 
suspects’ relatives and friends, would 
be placed under investigation and test- 
ed for drug use. Tarra V Quismundo 
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| .^^' French job law protests turn ugly 
Americans want Democrats in Congress 


WASHINGTON-—Most Americans want Democrats to take control of PARIS—CALM RETURNED TO 
Congress in November mid-term elections, while 34 percent prefera Ro- — Paris early Sunday after riot po- 
publican Congress, a Newsweek Poll said Saturday. President George W 

< Bushs approval rating hit its lowest score in the Newsweek poll the news- 


‘The interior ministry put the 
overall turnout at just over 
lice tear gassed scores of demon- 500,000, but unions urged Prime 
е strators in ће wake of а demon- Minister Dominique de Villepin to 
magada cld tn a dr c aye est Dubai POTS сабот by an estimated million heed the mesage fon este 
percent of American adults approve of the way the president is handling his people who took to the streets of ‘The CPE, a contact for under 26- 
р France to protest a widely unpop- year-olds that can be terminated in 
job, according to results of the survey: ‘conducted on Thursday and Friday. l lab the first ithe 
Sixty-four percent are dissatisfied with the way things are going in the Unit- ‘alert labo? lay he first two years without explana- 
ed States at this time, while only 30 percent are satisfied, "rp Hundreds of young demon- tion, is supposed to encourage em- 
strators defied police following a _ployersto take on young staf. 
Steaming website peaceful march through Paris _ Drawn up in the wake of riots 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska—Want to peer into the steaming summit of an erupt- "which attracted up to 350,000 late last year in high-immigration 
ing volcano without risking death? Anyone with an Internet connection and people, hurling objects at officers city suburbs—where youth un- 
а computer can do just that, thanks to about 30 cameras and other record- who eventually drove them back, employment can be as high as 50 
ing devices set up on Alaska's Augustine Volcano that are streaming infor- charging the crowd and using percent—the CPE was approved 
ation to a website hosted by the Alaska Volcano Observatory, a joint feder- tear gas, grenades. by parliament last week as part of 
al-state office. The site http://www.avo.alaska. edu/activity/Augustine.php Vehicles were set on fire and a wider equal ‘opportunities law. 
has received over 253 million hits since the start of the year, becoming a overturned, and nearby windows But the opposition says the CPE 
Pas rae destination for everyone rom scientists to amateur volcano buffs smashed. There were 166 arrests, isa ep back from hard-won labor 
Fino want to keep tabs on the restless 1,260-meter volcano. "The Web has — while seven policemen and 17 rights, and will make it more diffi- 
ho wa atonal information dissemination and consequently the level demonstrators were injured in cult than ever for young people to 
т inerest and knowledge of the public," said Shan de Silva, a volcanologist the unrest at the eastern Place de find long-term employment. 
and professor atthe University of North Dakota. Reuters la Nation thatiasted for six hours, “The demand for withdrawal 
police said. of the CPE is gathering ever 
Iran frees most prominent dissident ‘About 500 students then greater force. Seventy percent of 
TEHRAN-—Iran's most prominent political marched on Paris’ Sorbonne. uni the French want it withdrawn, 
prisoner, dissident Akbar Вап], was re- versity in the Latin Quarter, the and 80 percent of young people. 
lead late Friday nihtattersixyears in. scene of earlier clashes. The government is in a dead- 
prison. Visibly thinner and sporting а Chanting “Liberate the Sor- end,” said Bernard Thibault of 
bushy beard, Gan] smiled and greeted ponnel” the students charged and” the CGT union. 
family and friends, Baturlay ba? raped o removed some barriers erected “Today we can clearly see that 
make any comments. "Не has decided not” py police to block access to the the mobilization is stronger than 
to talk due to his physical conditions. He id thi Mol Either th li 
tolan dueto Ng pill gona порве and threw a Мојс ever Ee d government lis- 
Moin edt yaa ii, Sel ar a Rat pollos vany putas Tera t9 reason and withdraws the 
: = _ firewas quickly extinguished. СРЕ, or it will be obliged to do so 
prison In 2001 after he wrote articles Impll- 
achi mastringof Police drove back the students nex. week—because we will be 
gruesome murders of opposition intellec- with water cannon, and then de- back in the street,” said Bruno 
als and writers in 1998—crimes that ployed in front of the remaining Julliard of the UNEF students YOUNG protesters during a demonstration in Lille, northern France, 
An He dd not give names, and... Dartiers to prevent their advance. union. AFP bai 
á instead kept readers guessing over the Tn the Mediterranean port of 
GANJI BNG ionty ofthe "Master Key" and the "Gray. Marie hundreds of militants 
Eminence"—but the nicknames were demonstrated, some tying to set 
widely interpreted as referring to former President Akbar Hashem! Rafsan- fire to the entrance to the town hall 
Jani and former Intelligence Minister Ali Fallahian. AFP before police drove them back. 
у One officer was injured and six 
Parkinson's drug linked to gambling youths were arrested, police said. 
WASHINGTON Мейса researchers are investigating suspllons that drugs — There were also clashes in the Premier Professional Portable Wireless PA System 
NAG asd to treat Parkinson's disease could tum patents no compulsive northern city of Lille with police 
‘gamblers, the Washington Post reported on Sunday, Scientists at the Food responding with tear gas, as well 
gamblers a га оп have found a strong association between patholog аз Grenoble in the east and Cler- А 
tal gambling and the drugs, which boost the level of dopamine In the brain, mont-Ferrand in the center. Anytime, Anywhere 
according to the newspaper. Dopamine, a chemical naturally produced in the Unions said 1.5 million $ 
human body, plays a key role in the way the brain controls movements. А demonstrators took part in more jound System 
shortage of dopamine causes Parkinson's disease. But the chemical is also than 150 rallies across the coun- 
at with addictive behaviors such as drug use and pleasurable experi- — try against the center-right gov- 
ntes such as sex and food. Researchers, according to the Washington Post, ernment's First Employment Con- 
Sre looking into the possiblity tnat drugs for treating Parkinsons are turning tract (CPE)-drawing students, 
"gore patients into obsessive pleasure seekers.” AFP workers, pensioners and families. 


Manila Water i 
Upgrade of distribution lines in p" 


Mandaluyong City will cause several 
temporary water interruptions 


A professional mixar, ample wireless and wired microphones, COV Cassa 
3 тә i - th buit- in banas combined in a smal but power sound зузот 
Manila Water will undertake several projects in Mandaluyong City to further improve the distribution Truly versli and па professional qual sound system tal con be 
of water in the East Zone. Unfortunately, several temporary water service cutoffs will be needed in brought anywhere anylime. Set-up in a minute. Buil- in Feedback Suppressor. 
different scheduled dates to fully complete the project which will involve the looping and interconnection 
of pipelines. The first interruption will start 10:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 21, 2006, up to 6:00 a.m. March 
22. Areas affected will be: Bays. Bagong Silang, Hagdang Bato Itaas, Hagdang Bato Libis, Daang 


Bakal, Poblacion, Burol, Pagasa and Harapin ang Bukas. luces Prayer elis 
"The second interruption will start 10:00 p.m., Thursday, March 23, up to 6:00 a.m., March 24. ا‎ 

Affected areas will be Bagong Silang and Hagdang Bato Libis Scie Cass rome 
Meanwhile, the third interruption will start 10:00 p.m., Monday, March 27, up to 6:00 a:m., March Werte s an mots 

28. Affected areas will be Barangay Daang Bakal. TEWRMSZ мел oras 7 

Manila Water Company is advising all residents of the said areas to store enough water prior to the m Hr o Un ees 


scheduled interruptions to avoid inconvenience. les rito heel aga 
er 
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Egypt suffers first death from bird flu 


CAIRO—A 30-YEAR-OLD EGYPTIAN the health ministry said on Saturday. where the highly pathogenic HSN1 “They (doctors) took samples for fected with bird flu. She died on Friday morn- 
CAIRO Eira fu becomingthe Tt said the woman from Qaloubiyah strain has been detected in poultry was analysis at the Ministry of Health labo- ing," a ministry statement said, adding the 
country’s first human victim of the virus, province, about 40 km north of Cairo, takenill on Wednesday. ratories ... They confirmed she was in- woman had been given Tamiflu, a drug used 


to treat suspected cases of bird flu. 
Israel said on Saturday that four poultry 
workers suspected of having bird flu had test- 
ed negative for the virus, after the country de- 
tected its first cases of HSN1 in birds on Friday. 
Bird flu has spread across Europe, Africa 
and parts of Asia and killed at least 98 people 
"worldwide since 2003. 
Although hard to catch, people can con- 
tract bird flu after coming into contact with 
infected birds. Scientists fear the virus could 
mutate into a form that could pass easily be- 
tween humans, triggering a pandemic in 
which millions could die. 
‘The World Health Organization (WHO) 
confirmed that Egypt had reported its first hu- 
man case of bird flu. 
Dr. Hassan al-Bushra, WHO's regional ad- 
viser for communicable diseases surveillance, 
said the HSNI bird flu virus had been found in 
a blood sample taken from the woman, and 
that other samples were being tested for fur- 
ther confirmation. 
Egypt reported its first cases of bird fuin poul- 
try flocks last month. Media and state reports say 
H5N1 has now been detected in at least 17 of 
Egypt's 26 governorates and the city of Luxor 
Egyptian farmers say the poultry mar- 
ket—worth about 17 billion Egyptian pounds 
(53 billion) and supporting up to 3 million 
people—has been devastated. 
Israeli workers culled thousands of turkeys 
and chickens but authorities said further tests 
were needed to confirm whether an outbreak 
on two farms was of the deadly HSN1 strain 
of bird flu. 
‘The health ministry said four people who 
had been suspected of having bird flu had 
tested negative 
а Israeli officials said poultry in the infected 
5 areas and their surroundings would be culled 

and the carcasses buried in underground pits. 
Ф : ees ] Ina rare act of cooperation, Israel was also 
{Оп April 2; 2006, Enchanted Kingdom will open at 12 noon instead of the usual 10 am. But the magic ‘will go on until midnight, / pesing dead a 
Reuters 
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A DRIVING Brandon Cablay of San Miguel Beer opts to make a pass... Binky Favis said. where the Tigers blew away their 
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Tense Tigers survive 
Beermen’s late surge 


D 
By Musong В. Castillo текот: SAN MIGUEL T2—Héelona 20, See 16, 
COCA-COLA 75--Arigo 16, Singson 13, Racea 10, Pena 10, Noble 6, Adriano 4, 


Atonio 10, Mamari 9, Peek, Reais 7, Abant- Савіо, 1 
кими EOM ve ON Epor REC E Бане анун a 
Tigers are continuing to surprise the Gran Tired of 

Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup field. SUBSTANDARD 


‘The Tigers won for [777 ———] secondwininfourout- and INFERIOR 
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thee lst night, thanks | (andacolsam | ог Air21, which baban. Ca: 
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San Miguel blunders vs, Sta. Lucia. John Arigo hit two po 


in the end game ofa | 7:35p.m-Pursfoods | charities with 115 pos ff P- ке 
75-72 decision that ticks left off a Brandon. Е AB авы 
kept Coke in the elimi 77 Cablay foul before the в 
nation round lead. Beermen threw away the chance to СЕ | 

he Tigers almost blew а 16- forge extension with sloppy ball Iu 
point lead and had to scramble in handling atthe other end. 
the final minutes to eke out the win. It was the second straight close ашышы, 
in the game that featured the tour- shave for the Tigers counting their aaa 
тателї two hottest clubs at the 80-72 victory over Purefoods last 
poste mium | ОСЕМТКО © 
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Lina sticks to his guns on Fiba suspension 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION OF THE 
Philippines (BAP) president Joey Lina re 
erated his belief yesterday that the intema- 
tional basketball federation (Fiba) will not 
lif the suspension on the country even 
with a new basketball federation already 
created, 

“Forming a new body while [the] BAP 
remains Fiba's member in good standing 
will not achieve the goal of lifting Fiba's 
suspension,” said Lina, who lamented that 
people were trying to discredit him. 

“jt seems that I'm being unreasonable be- 
‘cause Tm not joining their group,” he said. 

‘Swimming president Mark Joseph, who 


heads the Philip 
pine Olympic Com- 
mittee basketball 
task force, said his 
‘group has no plans 
to woo Lina just to 
be able to fully sat- 
isfy the require- 
mens se: oth by 
the Fiba for the lift- 
UNE ing of the countrys 
suspension from international meets. 

“Mc Lina's refusal to cooperate will not 
change anything,” said Joseph. 

“My opinion (last Saturday) urging Mr 
Lina to reconsider his decision to break fel- 
lowship with the major stakeholders for 


the sake of unity in basketball, was mine 
alone. I do not presume to speak for the 
POCatall,” he further clarified. 

Lina has accused the POC and its task 
force of keeping him away from unifica- 
tion talks. He added that “without even 
conferring” with him, the POC and the 
other stakeholders decided to form Pilip- 
inas Basketball to replace the BAR 

“Me Lina's accusation that the POC has 
not been honest and transparent is un- 
called for,” said Joseph. 

Joseph stressed that the group is simply 
abiding by the memorandum of under- 
standing between the Fiba and the POC 
that tasked the five stakeholders to form a 
new basketball federation in the country 


Miller, Alapag 
get monkey 
off TNT’s back 


Lina insisted that the best way to lift the 
Fiba suspension is to incorporate the major 
stakeholders into a restructured BAP The 
POC and the stakeholders, he added, al- 
ready agreed upon this process after four 
meetings. But another process--the for- 
mation of a new federation—was "abrupt- 
ly agreed upon” during the fifth meeting, 
‘which Lina failed to attend. 

Backed by the PBA, PBL, UAAP and the 
NCAA, the structure of Pilipinas Basketball 
will be presented by POC president Jose 
“Peping” Cojuangco to Fiba secretary gener- 
al Patrick Baumann for approval this month. 

Unless the suspension is lifted, the country 
cannot compete in all international events, 
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By June Navarro 


HONG KONG—WILLIE MILLER AND JIMMY 
Alapag found their touch from the outside 
and Talk ‘N Text finally got its signals right, 
torching Purefoods, 88-66, Sunday in the 
Purefoods Chunkee in the Gran Matador 
Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup. 

Defying the chill at the Queen Elizabeth Stadi- 
um here, Alapag and Miller combined for seven 
triples that triggered a breakaway and finally pull 
the Phone Pals out of a 0-2 hole. 

“We just wanted to get the monkey off our 
backs,” said Talk ‘N Text coach Derrick Pumaren 
after the Phone Pals survived a third-quarter 
scare from Kerby Raymundo before wildly cheer- 
ing overseas Filipino workers here. 

Miler finished with 28 points, including four 
straight reys at one stretch. 

Raymundo led a furious rally that pulled Pure- 
foods within eight, 52-64, before Alapag drained 
two crushing three-pointers that eventually sent 
the Giants to their second defeat in three games. 

“We gave the crowd a really good game and 


showed what Talk ‘N Text can do,” said Pumaren, 
who scored his first victory as Phone Pals head 
coach. “This is a treat for the OFWs here.” 

Tickets already sold out a few days back but 
for some reason, the gallery section of the 3,000- 
seat arena wasnt filled to the brim. 

"The Giants opened the game as cold as the 
frosty air-conditioning system of the stadium, 
missing their first five attempts from the field and 
watching shooter James Yap uncharacteristikally 
miss five straight free throws. 

The Talk N Text lead ballooned to 80-55 fol- 
lowing Alapag's treys. 

Philippine consul general Rufino Vicente was 
present during the ceremonial toss for the game, 
only the PBA second overseas match in history. 

The scores: 

TALK N TEXT 88— Miler 28, Carey 14, Alapag 11, Тада 
10, Cardona B, veri 7, Pablo 5, Feriis 5, Vlr 0, Meneses 
0, dil 0, Cantonios 0. 

PUREFOODS 66—Raymundo 24, Pingis 15.1 Yap 3, В. 
Yap55Limpot4, Алай 3, Teada 3, Evangelista 2, Casto BF- 
ones 0, Yee 0, Gamboa 0 

Quarters: 30-16, 46-31, 54-52, 86-55 


WILLIE Miller gets his game—and the Phone Pals—going. 


Iligan Crusaders trounce Cotabato Braves 


Much-awaited 
showdown 


NO DOUBT ABOUT 
it, the legions of rac- 
ing fans are looking 
forward to a re- 
match between two 
of the countrys out- 
sanding gallopers, 
Real Spicy and 
Speed Advantage. 
Both horses have 
met previously and 
scored а victory 
over each оће — — — —— 
thus making their return meeting a most 
keenly awaited clash. 

On record, Real Spicy has had a more 
fruitful and active schedule this year com- 
pared with Speed Advantage. Owned by 
sports patron Hermie Esguerra, Real Spicy 
recently made a rousing debut as a four- 
year-old by winning the 2006 Philracom 
Commissioners Cup at the Santa Ana Park 
on March 12. "He (Real Spicy) is really in 
top condition,” said the proud owner from 
Plaridel, Bulacan. 

‘Undefeated in four consecutive races this 
year, Real Spicy is a handsome island-bom 
chestnut colt by Real Quiet, a two-leg win- 
ner of the US Triple Crown, out of Spicy 
Tale. He is being honed for two more races 
before the staging of this years Silver Cup 
on May 14, eyeing another major stakes 
race victory over an expected banner field 
which includes arch rival Speed Advantage. 

Flying the colors of the Bobby Yutadco 
Stable, Speed Advantage is а four-year-old 
bay colt by Royal Premier out of Trudy 
Capote (US). He is bred by real estate exec- 
utive Toti Cariño. 

Both horses are noted speedsters, but 
many say their most remarkable triumphs 
were registered when they were backed by 
stablemates. 


CLEAN 


WHO RUNS DANCE SPORT IN RP? 

Former congressman and now POC pres- 
ident Jose Cojuangco Jr. clarified recently 
that the Philippine Professional Dance 
Sport Association under the leadership of 
Stanley or Stan Alexander, an Australian, is 
not authorized by the POC to conduct any 
training and promote dance sport in the 
Philippines. 

But how on earth could the Department 
of Education and the Commission for High- 
er Education ignore this POC ruling by al- " 
lowing Alexanders group to provide full 
technical support and guidance to the 
DepEd and CHED? What on earth is wrong 
with these people? 

The rule is crystal dear: The Dance Sport 
Council of the Philippines is the national 
sport association in the country that is ac- 


ILIGAN CITY—PRESEASON FAVORITE ILIGAN LIVED Manny Pifol’s Braves, who rallied to within a basket, 58- 
up to its billing Saturday by whipping expansion team 60, behind the incursions of Michael Erata, Rex Ligue and 
North Cotabato, 96-78, in the 2006 NBC national basket- Jerold Cabanog. 

ball championship at the packed MSU-IIT gym here. Kalaw won player of the game honors. 

The Firefly Lightingsbacked Crusaders of Mayor With their first victory, the Crusaders matched the 1-0 
Lawrence Cruz and team manager Freddie Siao led from сагі of Valencia Golden Harvest, which nipped Pagadian 
start to finish, but they needed a league-record 36-point іп Friday's southern division opener in Pagadian City. 
‘quarter in the payoff period to tum the game into a rout. Spring Cooking OilParafiaque and Batang Tagaytay al- 

Former UST Tiger Derrick Hubalde and exlaguna зо сапу 1-0 slates in the northern division of the touma- 
playmaker Marlon Kalaw combined for 13 points to spark... ment sponsored by Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Nature's 
that record binge in the last 10 minutes and hold off Сох Spring Mineral Water, Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, 


Firefly Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel. 

“The boys were fun to watch on the court,” said Шай 
coach Jun Longalong. “They followed our game plan to 
the letter. The crowd's support was quite overwhelming,” 

МВС games are aired at 10 p.m. daily over Prime Channel. 

Tesco 

ILIGAN 95 iw 23, HUbaide 21, бо 11, Nicdao 9, Omiping 9, Matias 
7. Ayodele 6. Canoy 4, Carenos 3, Sagad 2, Gandarosa 1 

N. COTABATO 78--Erata 14, Ligue 12. Binas 10, Cr 9, Janod 4, 
Reyes 4, Alado 2, Cour 2, Del Monte 2, Dagalan 2. 

‘Quarters: 24-16, 41-33. 60-53, 9678 


credited by the POC and the Philippine 
Sports Commission. The DSCP as an NSA 
under Republic Act 6847, has the exclusive 
technical control over the promotion and 
development of dance sport in the Philip- 


pines. 

In her letter to Dr Fe Hidalgo, DepEd of- 
ficer-in-charge, and Carlito Puno, CHED 
chair, DSCP president Becky Garcia said, 
“Our organization is the recognized NSA for 
dance sport pursuant to Section 3 of RA 


BREAKTHROUGH VICTORY: Selma Star-SK Shipping (third from left, SVG 
1367), skippered by the Philippines? Jun Avecilla, jockeys for position at the start of 
Cruiser-Racer competition of the Singapore Straits Regatta off Batam, Indonesia, 
one of the legs of the recent sea race which the Filipino ruled. Avecila’s sleek 
Beneteau 36.7 yacht won against a tough field in her maiden international race. 
Already the winner of the IRC B division of the Standard Insurance-Smart Infinity 
Marila-to-Boracay Race last month, Avecilla is also expected to guide Selma Star 
toline honors in the President’s Cup Regatta in Subic Bay on April 18 to 22. 


COMMON MYTHS ABOUT 
NATURAL HAIR RESTORATION 
Hair transplantation 

is very expensive. 
At the offices of 
‘Andrew б. Pineda, 
MD. a fulltime 
Beverly Hills trained 
hair transplant specialist, 
we have designed patient 
speci programs to make 
hair restoration more 
affordable than ever before. AFTER 
All it takes is one session to restore your hai. 
Live interview With 
Dr. Pineda on Damayan 
March.20, 2006 at 1p.m. PTV 4. 


A. Pineda Medical Clinic 
Sulo 612 Medical Towora Макао, Rumo Stet 
Корош Yago, Makati Cy 
MANILA 8130691 = DAVAO 2212682 
www pinedahair.com 


Kilimanjaro conquers 
Chairman's Cup field 


By Musong R. Castillo 


(CARMONA, CAVITE—KILIMANJARO САМЕ 
up with a mammoth finishing kick under the 
superb handling of Patry Dilema last night to 
‘overpower the field in the P1 million 2006 
Philracom Chairman's Cup at the San Lazaro 
Leisure Park here. 

‘Sent off as the fourth choice, Kilimanjaro 
waited for the speedballs to tire before Dile- 
ma wheeled her into position rounding the 
far um. 

The thtee-year-old bay colt by Khoozam 


ош of Peggy B rallied wide and picked off a 
fagged out Manila's Gem with ease to win by 
lose to wo lengths. 

Juggernaut, las year's champion juvenile 
and tipped as the brightest hope to become 
the next Triple Crown champion, was 
scratched at the last minute. Reports said the 
undefeated Пу had bone spurs in a front leg. 


runner-up 
Million Dollar won P125,000 and fourth 
placer King's Dominion took P50,000. 


Manila's Gem, the speedster handled by 
Jessie B. Guce, labored the entire mile be- 
hind Million Dollar, who refused to yield the 
lead, and heavy favorite Kings Dominion 
who comered sales of 381,494 out of the to- 
tal forecast pool of P1,171,328. 

Kings Dominion, another colt piloted by 
veteran Antonio B. Alcasid, actually grabbed 
the lead in the backstetch where Kiliman- 
jaro lagged at the tail-end of the nine-horse 
pack, a good eight lengths behind. 

But Dilema applied the whip and Kiliman- 
jaro responded, zooming into contention in 


the final quarter en route to victory, worth 
P600,000 for owner Michael Triliana. 


Kilimanjaro clocked 1:42 on quarters of 


245, 24, 25.5, 28 over 1,600 meters. 


Manila's Gem settled for the P225,000 
while the third-finishing 


Sta. Elena Cup stakes P6M in prizes 


THE 1OTHEDITION OF THE STA. ELENA 
Cup member-guest invitational touma- 
ment will be held from March 30 to April 
2 with prizes worth more than P6 mil- 
lion up for grabs. 

ABMW 3 Series, а Toyota Camry and 
a Mazda 3, plus golf cans from Yamaha, 
all with a combined value of about P4 
million, will be staked as hole-in-one 
prizes on holes to be designated by the 
multiawarded Sta. Elena Golf Club. 

"This will be apart from an exciting raf- 
fle package that includes Omega watch- 
es, an Alaska cruise for two inclusive of 
airfare, appliances and equipment, and 
‘cash prizes of P500,0000 and P300,000. 
Royal Carribean, The Golf Shop of Baron 
‘Travel, Sta. Elena Properties, Pepsi, Aviva 
and Intelicare. Hole-in-one sponsors are 


Call Center golf tees off at Midlands today 
АНЏМОРЕО PLAYERS OR SO ARE SEEING ACTION IN THE CALL CENTER EXECU- 
tive бо! Challenge 2 today at the picturesque Tagaytay Midlands Golf Ciub. Tee-ff time 


159 a.m. after the registration which starts 


317 am. The 18-hole invitational tourna- 


‘ment, staged by Contact Center Association of the Philippines, is supported chiefly by 


Plantronics asthe title sponsor with Avaya 


and PLOT Business Solutions as co-presen- 


ters. А brand-new Toyota Innova willbe awarded to the player who scores the first асе 


on the 17th hole. Prizes wil be awarded to 


the top finishers in the various handicap di- 


Visions. Participants will come from various Call Centers which are members of CCAP, 
according to Ralfy David and Jojo Uligan, head organizers of the tournament. 


“Toyota Motor Philippines Ine, Prestige „ 


Cars Pasong Tamo, Mazda Greenhills, 
Kan Plaza Manufacturing and Club Car. 
The event was booked in record time. 
А total of 226 two-player team slots 
"were Шей up in less than two days. 
Practice rounds starting tomorrow 
will allow guess to familiarize them- 


selves with the conditions of the course 
that has been consistently chosen as the 
country's best and among Asia's finest. 

Venzon Paz and Bobby Inigo are the 
defending net champions while Kevin 
Tayao and Raymund Sangil are retum- 
ing to shoot for a repeat of their low 
gross victory last year. 


6847, an act creating and establishing the 
Philippine Sports Commission, defining its 
powers, functions and responsibilities, ap- 
propriating funds therefore, and for other 


purposes, 

“The Dance Sport Council of the Philip- 
pines has the exclusive technical control 
over the promotion and development of 
dance sport in the Philippines. We just suc- 
cessfully hosted the 23rd Southeast Asian 
Games in Cebu where dance sport was in- 
cluded for the first time and won the first 
two gold medals and two silver medals for 
the Philippines. We have defintely made 
the Philippines and our council proud. 

“Me Alexander and his group are not au- 
thorized to provide technical support and 
guidance to the Department of Education 
for the inclusion of dance sport in the 2006 
Palarong Pambansa as well as to implement 
dance sport in the school curriculum. Thus, 
'we seek your cooperation and assistance 
through the nullification of any existing 
agreements with Stan or Stanley Alexan- 
p 

"The DSCP also said it was endorsing in- 
stead the Professional Dance Teachers Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines headed by lawyer 
Ma. Cecilia Katigbak “as the authorized 
training arm of the DSCP to undertake the 
technical support and guidance to the edu- 
cation department and the Commission for 
Higher Education and all other government 
agencies,” 

‘And while on the subject of dance sport, 1 
would like to doff my hat to the winners of 
the recent First Quarter Ranking and Com- 
petitions led by TV host and actress Regine 
Tolentino, who topped the Grade E Latin 
category with partner Greg Dimarucut. 

The other winners were Emmanuel 
Reyes-Maira Rosete, John Erolle Melencio- 
Dearlie Gerodin Mark Leonel Perez- 
Yoshiko Motoyama, Crisanto Parado-Joce- 
ууп Macopia, Gemini Sangual-Susan 
Medalle, Manolito Mendoza-Annalyn Viray, 
Arthur ErolesJenevieve Camacho, Benny 
1ao-Merlyn del Mundo, Crisaldo Rendon- 
Eleanor Hayco, Wilfred Glenn Sto. Domin- 
go-Gilda Lim, PSA awardees Reynato Rener 
Mercado-Judith Anne Melencio, Roan Jett 
Femandez-Jonnalyn Geminiano, Jumil Ва: 
calso-Virgianie Oyao, Jefferson Pimentel- 
Daine Xylene Balili and Virginio Legarde- 


Divina Lamosa. 
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Cuba, Japan reach final round of World Baseball Classic 


SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA—BASEBALL 
was created in the United States but it 
appears to have been perfected in Cuba 
and Japan. 

‘The Japanese avenged two prior losses 
to previously unbeaten South Korea with 
2:60 victory here Saturday in the World 
Baseball Classic to book a date in Mon- 
days final against Cuba, which eliminated 
the Dominican Republic, 3-1. 


Wo fae ee 


DAREDEVIL 


Duke Blue Devil | Reddick (left) drives hard for a difficult undergoal 
stab against George Washington's Omar Williams in their NCAA 
match Saturday in Greensboro. The Blue Devils won the game, 74- 
61, behind the team-high 20 points of Reddick to advance to the 


Sweet 16. 


“I believe this team is probably the 
strongest team Japan ever had against Cu- 
ba,” Japan manager Sadaharu Oh said. 
“We can show a great performance 
against Cuba on Monday Win or lose well 
play with alot of heart and alot of pride.” 

The championship game of the frst 
global tournament featuring Major 
League Baseball players will include only 


Ichiro Suzuki and pitcher Akinori Otsuka, 
and Communist Cuba's amateur dynasty. 

“This is a revolutionary team,” Cuban 
outfielder Frederich Cepeda said. "Base- 
ball is not judged by the price of the ath- 
Jetes but the heart of the people.” 

The Cubans advanced to the final of an 
international tournament for the 37th 
time in a row, a streak that includes titles 


Olympics. Cuba last finished outside the 
top two at the 1951 World Cup. 

“The world has been waiting for this 
day" Cuba's Yoandy Garlobo said, “We've 
done it not oniy for the world but for Cuba, 
to show the world baseball is baseball" 

US major league millionaires were dust- 
ed in the second round, а humbling 2-1 
Joss Thursday to Mexico sending surprised 


two major leaguers, Japanese outfielder 


in 19 of 20 World Cups and three of four 


Japan into the semifinals instead. 


Heat survive 


listless Wade 


NEW YORK—DWYANE WADE SCORED 13 OF HIS TEAM-HIGH 15 
points from the foul line as the Miami Heat edged the Chicago Bulls, 
85-84, on Saturday, extending their win streak to four games. 


Shaquille O'Neal and Antoine 
Walker each added 13 for the red- 
hot Heat, who have won 14 of their 


last 15 games. 


Luol Deng scored 19 points and 
30 rebounds while Kirk Hinrich had 
15 points in the loss for the Bull 
Wade, who had averaged over 
34 points for his last five games, 
‘came out stone cold against the 
Bulls, going just 1-for-8 from the 
floor, but could not miss from the 


foulline. 


The Heat needed every single 
point in a seesaw contest that те- 
mained tight from the opening tip- 


off to the final buzzer. 


Miami held a wafer-thin 4847 
lead at the intermission and carried 
the same one-point margin into the 


final 12 minutes. 


lead 81-77. 


The Heat started the final quar- 
ter with an 8-3 run to nose in front feat. 
but watched the Bulls respond with 
a 10-0 run of their own to take the 


Gary Payton put Miami in front 
for good when he dropped one of 
two attempts from the foul line with 

se just over two minutes to play and 


the Heat held on to take the win. 

In Charlotte, Richard Hamilton 
potted a game high 23 points and 
Chauncey Billups added 20 points 
and nine assists to lead the Detroit 
Pistons past the Bobcats, 108-103, 

After an upset loss to the lowiy 
New York Knicks on Friday, the 
league-leading Pistons were once 
again far from sharp but double fig- 
ure efforts from six players were 
enough to earn them a third win in. 
four games. 

Tayshaun Prince contributed 18 
points to the Pistons cause while 
Rasheed Wallace helped our with 
16 points and seven rebounds and 
Antonio MeDyess added 11 and 
Ben Wallace added 10. 

Primoz Brezec had 20 points and 
seven boards for the Bobcats, who 
absorbed their fourth straight de- 

Reuters 

COMPLETE NBA RESULTS: Denver 109, 
New Odeans 94; San Antonio 92, Houston 77; 
Макай 97, Portand 93 

ө кёл ONT: 

Sola Sports—Miami vs New York, 830 
am (pm replay) 

PHS 1A Lakers vs Cleveland, 7:30 pm. 


MALAYSIAN GP 


RENAULT driver Giancarlo Fisichella of 
Italy celebrates as he crosses the finish line 
to win the Malaysian FI Grand Prix in 


Sepang, near Kuala Lumpur. sens 


Fisichella leads Renault's 1-2 finish 


SEPANG, MALAYSIA—RENAULTS GIAN- 
Carlo Fisichella won the Malaysian Grand 
Prix Sunday, his third win in Formula One. 

In second was teammate Fernando Alonso, 
4,5 seconds behind, while Honda's Jenson But- 
ton took third in the 56-lap race at the 5.5-kilo- 
meter (34-mile) Sepang International Circuit. 

Juan Pablo Montoya in a McLaren-Mercedes 
was fourth. 

Fisichella has previously won at the rain- 
shortened Brazilian Grand Prix in 2003--a vic- 
tory initially given to Kimi Raikkonen--and 
last years Australian race. 

Alonso and Michael Schumacher, who share 
the last six world championships between 
them, started seventh and 14th on the grid af- 
ter engine changes shuffled the starting lineup 
after qualifying. 

Ferraris Schumacher had the fourth fastest 
time in qualifying but dropped down the start- 
ing order because of an unscheduled engine 
change. 

He finish behind teammate Felipe Massa in 
sixth place Sunday. 

‘The 33-year-old kalian Fisichella led until 


his first pit stop on the 17th lap when he was 
the first of the major contenders to pit. By the 
25th lap, he was back in first with Button sec- 
ond and Alonso third. 

The second set of stops for fuel and tires 
started on the 38th lap, again with Fisichella 
and Button together. 

Alonso stayed out five laps longer, and less 
fuel and a lighting fast stop allowed the 
‘Spaniard to go past Button into second. 

Fisichella led by almost 12 seconds at that 
point over Alonso. 

Massa, Ferraris second driver, started on the 
back row because of an engine change and came 
in fh less than a second ahead of Schumacher. 

Jacques Villeneuve, in a BMW-Sauber, was 
seventh and Toyota's Ralf Schumacher, who al- 
so started on the last row, was eighth. 

Raikkonen, the 2003 Malaysian GP winner, 
had a race that lasted less than 30 seconds. He 
had trouble handling the car from the start and 
was soon found himself off the track and crash- 
ing into the wall. After starting last and finish- 
ing third at Bahrain, he was sixth on the grid 


COMMON MYTHS ABOUT. - 
NATURAL HAIR RESTORATION 
Hi 
an unnatural сіо// hair. 


ESM BEFORE Thanks to recent medial 
& 3 resides 
sna transplants are more 
natural ooking today 
than ever possible. 
Andrew G Pineda, МО. 
a fulltime Beverly His 
(AFTER trained hair transplant 
kara EIUS spelt utiles 
Live interview | пуштен mono grafts 
with Dr, Pineda; to create the most natural 
‘on Damayan | otha hans psi 
| We can reconstruct old 
March 20, 2006} “dol hair” transplant to 
catipm.PTV4i makett look natural 
A. Pineda Medical Clinic 
Sulo 612 Medical Towors Makati Rufino Siren 
двори Vingo, makati Cty 
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here. AP 


Sharapova bags 11th title 


INDIAN WELLS, CALIFORNIA--MARIA 
Sharapova was rock solid in the wind against 
Elena Dementieva in the Pacific Life Open ti- 
tle match. 

The 18-year-old Sharapova, her blonde 
pony tail whipping in the gusts, defeated De- 
mentieva, 6-1, 6-2, Saturday. 

In the men's semifinals, No. 12 James Blake 
beat No. 2 Rafael Nadal, 7-5, 6-3, to move in- 
to the championship match against two-time 
defending champion Roger Federer. No. 1 
Federer cruised to a 6-2, 6-3 victory over 
Paradorn Srichaphan. 

‘The title was the first of the year and the 
Lith of her career for Sharapova, the 2004 
Wimbledon champion who lives in Braden- 
ton, Florida. 

Afer Dementieva hit still another back- 
hand into the net on match point, Sharapova 
beamed, did her ballerina-like waves to the 
crowd, then blew kisses to the fans. 

"It (the wind) was difficult for both of us,” 
she said afterward. “A lot of balls, you didn't 
know where they were going, especially on 
the serve. 

“On these kinds of days, it's not about play- 
ing great tennis; its about finding a way to 
win.” 

Said Dementieva: "I think Maria was able 
to handle the situation and play with the wind 
better" 

Sharapova dominated the match with pow- 
erful, well-placed groundstrokes that kept the 
24-year-old Dementieva off-balance. АР 


MARIA Sharapova of Russia celebrates 
winning match point against compatriot 
Elena Dementieva. 


‘Rock’ keeps 
heavyweight 
title via draw 


ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey—HASIM “THE 
Rock” Rahman remained the WBC heavy- 
weight champion Saturday night without 
beating James Toney. 

Rahman, handed the crown when Vitali Kl- 
itschko retired last year, fought Toney to a 
draw, a verdict booed by many fans in the 
crowd. So the 33-year-old Rahman has never 
actually won the belt in the ring. 

“1 can beat James Toney and 1 beat him 
tonight," Rahman insisted. “I was competitive 
inside. 1 thought it would be harder inside 
and it wasn't, so 1 was comfortable fighting 
him on the inside, even though the game plan 
(was) to use the jab.” 

It was one of the closest fights imaginable, 
with both boxers missing more than they con- 
nected, and with few flurries. Toney did his 
best work with right leads, including two 
massive ones late in the bout. But he also 
missed a handful of those punches, looking 
foolish as he swiped the air. 

“1 thought I won the fight, but that’s the 
way boxing goes,” Toney said. “At times 1 
thought he was afraid of me.” 

Judges Nobuaki Uratani and Tom Kacz- 
marek each had it 114-114, while John Stew- 


we arsawaRahman rout, 117-111. AP 
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тим > 
Garbage 


MAGA 


JEAVY EQUIPMENT - MISC. ITENS 


| 2006. cioe sane 


ово 
Excavators 


Dropsido 
Cargos 


An 2. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SPORTS . 


ee" MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006 


Gorres decisions Thai foe, claims OPBF crown 


ML Nama of Quaity and Design 


| KEF yi CARRYBOY 
e Ñ end Generation 
Pick-up Bed Covers 


GSR 


Integrated Sport Ld and Roli Bar 


\ 46 Fi 3 
CARRYBOY PHILIPPINES ING. fole Authorized Distributor of Genuine Accessories by Caryboy Thailand 
a Macops Ss, Quezon City Sur eur waaa at кти сатуроурлй сот 


- 24 


Vater Somme 
740-0525 or 30 


By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor. 


MANDAUE CITY—Z “THE DREAM" GORRES 
dominated Waenpetch Chuwatana of Thai- 
land throughout to score a lopsided unani- 
mous decision victory and claim the vacant 
Oriental and Pacific Boxing Federation super 
flyweight title in the main event of a 10-bout 
card here. 

Gorres used his superior skills to thwart 
Chuwatana's surges en route to a 118-109, 119- 
107, 120-106 win. 

The win improved Соте record to 23-1-1 
with 12 KOs. It also eamed him a fight against a 
still undetermined foe in the May 20 undercard 
of the Marco Antonio Barrera-Rocky Juarez 
showdown at the Staples Center in California, 

Chuwatana had vowed to go after Gorres’ bel- 
|ybut failed to inflict damage as the shifty Filipino 
frustrated the Thai with lateral movements. 

A knockdown scored by Gorres in the third 
round, and the one-point deduction assessed on 
Chuwatana in the eighth for excessive holding 
made matters worse for the Thai brawler. 

After winning the first two rounds, Gorres un- 
leashed his feared left uppercut late in the third, 
sending Chuwatana on all fours. 


Pinoy Cockers derby today 
‘SEVENTY FIGHTS ARE ON TAP IN THE PINOY COCK- 
ers Association of the Philippines 5-соск derby start- 
ing at 5 p.m. today at the Makati Coliseum with B-Meg 
Derby Асе as sponsor The Jerby entry of Jun Pascual 
topped the fth PCAP derby last March 6, while Jake 
Macasaets San Vicente Ferrer entry finished second 
Macasaet regained the Cocker of the Year race lead 
with 16 points, followed by Lto Orilaza (Golden Sya, 
145); Lto Roque (Ка Mae, 14) Wiliam Co (Spencer, 
14): Jimmy Yasay (Rooster Wid, 13.5); Mat Bitanga 
(Golden Girl |, 135) and Kay Ano entry, 185. 


ALL UNITS HAVE LOW 


HANDY WIN: Z Gorres proves his worth. 


In the main supporting bout, Rex "Wakee" 
Salud-protegé Jojo Bardon bucked a knockdown 
in the second round to score a split decision victo- 
ту over Rocky Fuentes of the ALA Stable. 

Meanwhile, WBO Asia Pacific superfeather- 
weight champ Czar Amonsot won by unanimous 
decision over another Thai, Dechco Banktuaygym. 

Oher results: AJ Bana (ALA Stable) stopped Dechapol Ban- 
шуут in the opening round, Robert Alanic бобой 
Robert Rubi Rey Colom (ALA Stat) knocked out Joy Adi 
an і the opening round; Gen Maskampo decisione Nor 
Iwan: Frank Abi declonad Joo Galion; Ni Baral dec- 
ned Roly Bacay, ond inot Jalraiz TKO Not Acasio in 
the second round. 


SPORTSWATCH 
150 fights in SIC finals 


‘THE “UNANG HIRIT NO ENTRY FEE 4-COCK DERBY" 
championship round starts at 2 p.m. today featuring 
more than 150 fights and with Sagupaan Complexor 
3000 as sponsor. Host Aba Badiola said the winners 
stand to take home P1.2 milion. Badiola, in coopera- 
tion with SIC management, will ао present the 
“Fastest Win One-Cock Ulutan on April 3, where five 
brand new Honda XRM motorcycles are at stake. For 
inquires, call 0917-8264018, 725-6563 or 725-5389. 
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1st Prize- Power Tro 3rd Prize- Breeding Showcase 
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And Prias-21 Sony Colored ТУ Sth Prize- Breeding Showcase 
Sos Pree. Sony Mri-Componeni Consolation Prize 24 ӨЛ Packs 
9 Schedule for draws aro as fotows: 
dat monthly draw- Мау 5. 2009 
and. ати. hme 9, 2006 
Final ree. iy 7.2006 (86 Mayfower St, Mandatuyond C) 
10. A BFAD representative wil be present during the тоту and. 


Tre 
чуй ist priza winners store partner wil get P5000 woith of 
the тончу draws, and PO 000 wort ot 


be announced in Tukaan, 


Apply Now. 


Please see Posters and Flyers for full details, or visit any PSBank or Metrobank branch, 


Ёл in good hands with 
IMETROBANK 


тө UNO Pert e AU Ser ol 2005. 


Е 5 


MARCH 14-31, 2006 


Sam to 5pm Including SUNDAYS 


TRUCKS, S.U.V.s a PASS. VANS 


TOYOTA HI-ACE suren custom 3.0 L 
Hm 


ISUZU ELF CARGO TRUCK anr ENGINE 


BLDG, 4497 AROONAUT НЮ SREErORT zona 2222 


MAIN OFFICE: (047) 253-12: 


MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006 


ERT 


сија DAILY INQUIRER 


mA2 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


RTA INMENT | 


Text us your feedback: Inquirer ent name/age/cityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 2 E 


HIGH-CONCEPT, low-budget films: Sid Haig, Vie Diaz and 
Subas Herrero in “Big Bird Cage" (above); Diaz and Alona 
Alegre in “Black Mama" (right). 
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An A for RP-made B novies Bi 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


F YOU ASK UCLA PROFESSOR 

Michael Hawkins, Tony Falcon, 

Pinoy cowboys and women-in- 
prison flicks are worthy subjects 
for research and discourse. 

In a recent lecture at the University of the 
Philippines Film Institute in Diliman, Hawkins 
presented his findings on what he called 
"women-in-prison" film genre. 

"To "exploit cheap but skilled labor and the 
exotic locale,” B-movie producer Roger Cor- 


тап shot sich pot 
oilers here an TR 

Tiempo css JOIN the Marian Pilgrimage 
Lourdes & Fatima 

Rome, Portugal, France, Spain 


for work both on and 
FR. OLEGARIO COMMELERAN OSB 


off cam in the early 
PILGRIMAGE CHAPLAIN 


1970s. 

Hawkins is cur- 
rently writing his 
Ph.D. dissertation on 
the subject for the 
University of Califor- 
nia in Los Angeles 


ma соне MAY 30 - JUNE 16, 2006 
E - 8290537 / 09275542951 
EDER - 8294527 / 09163400504 


UCLA professor 
on movies that told 
RP history in an 
“indirect way 


and has interviewed Corman and director 
Jack Hill, as well as Filipino producer Cirio H. 
Santiago and National Artist for Film Eddie 
Romero. 

Romero is credited as executive producer 
on Hills "The Big Doll House," released in 
1971. That same year, another National Artist 
for Film, Gerardo de Leon, directed "Women 
in Cages" (locally shown as "Play Pen"), which 
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on TV tonight? 
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our very own 
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Ultimate Male Survivor 
& Sole Survivor 


and other Starstruck Finalists 
IWA MOTO & 
JERIC RIZALDO 


THE CENTER FOR POP MUSIC PHILIPPINES, INC. 
| Head office: 73 Ermin Garcia St., Cubao, Q.C 
Tels.: 727-5293 / 411-7310/ 723- 9373 


or e-mail: cenledorpopGpacifi.net ph or centerforpop@yahoo.com 
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.. ENTERTAINMENT 
Proud history of producing political 


OUR RECENT COLUMN ON THE RISE OF 
political films in global cinema elicited re- 
actions from a number of readers. Their 
comments were pretty similar, revolving 
around the hope that Filipino filmmakers 


MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006 
would also deal with reality, instead of the 
fantasies and roseate teen romances that 
they have been dishing out lately. 

Fact is, Philippine cinema has a proud 
history of producing political films. Impor- 
tant films like “Daigdig ng mga Api” and 
“The Moises Padilla Story” presaged the 
peak of political filmmaking in the '70s and 
"80s, when Lino Brocka hit hard with 
scorchers like “Bayan Ko: Kapit sa Patalim” 
and “Orapronobis.” 

Some say that political filmmaking here 
dipped when martial law ended and Fil- 
ipino filmmakers lost an “enemy” to lash 
out against. 

Truth to tell, however, Ferdinand Marcos 
may be gone, but most everybody else is 
still around and 
many social and po- 
litical issues are still 
festering and in 
need of being dra- 
matized and lanced 
onscreen. 

So, what's lack- 
ing isn't opportuni- 
ty, but many of our 
filmmakers’ will. 
The bald truth is 
that quite a number 
of them have be- 
come too comfortable with compromise, so 
they've lost much of their passion and con- 
viction that their films can affect how their 
viewers think and act. 

Even our newer digital filmmakers gen- 
erally eschew the political mode, choosing 
to focus instead on “experimental” romps 
and personal stories. 

‘This can change only if our filmmakers re- 
mind themselves that art is supposed to be, 
not a soporific, but an irritant. Its charged 
with the necessary task of holding a mirror up 
to viewers’ faces, so they can see how their re- 
ality truly looks, warts and all. 

То the local movie industry's embarrass- 
ment, no feature film has yet been made on 
Ninoy Aquino, on the Edsa revolution and 
many other major political events in the na- 
tion's unfolding history. 

Onthe other hand, we're grateful for the 
strong political films that have been made, 
despite the industry's largely escapist and 
trivializing bent—"Bayaning Third World,” 
“Bagong Buwan,” “Ebolusyon ng Isang 
Pamilyang Pilipino,” etc. 


“Tristan and Isolde’ 

“TRISTAN and Isolde” sets its story 
among the tribes struggling for control 
over their territories following the fall of 
Rome. 

In one of the villages, Tristan (James 
Franco) is raised by Lord Marke (Rufus 
Sewell), who lost his hand while protect- 
ing the boy during the Irish raid that killed 
Tristan's family. 


‘Many issues 
are still 
festering’ 


[SANG CINEPLE 


16 BLOCKS 
MTRCB: PG-13 
480, 4:10 LMF 


SHAGGY DOG 
мтясв се, 
12:20. 246, 510, 7:35, 10.00 LMF 


PREMIERE THEATRE 


MIRCB R-18 
Catch the Cineplex Special 
Enjoy first class entertainment at amazing prices! 
‘Starting March 20, MONDAY & TUESDAY 
special prices at P99 for cinemas 1-4 and 
P120 for the premiere theater (without food and drinks) 
See posters and fiyers for details. 
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Move Theatres of the New Misi With Tristan by 


his side, Marke be- 
lieves he can unify 
his people and rid 
England of Irish 
rule. But Tristan 
harbors a terrible 
secret. 

Wounded and 
left dead after bat- 
tle, he is nursed 
back to health by 
Isolde (Sophia 
Myles), a mysteri- 
ous Irish beauty 
who hides him from 
her father King 
Donnchadh's 
forces. But their 
passionate affair is 
cut short when Tris; 
tan is impelled to 
return to England) 
not knowing if he 
will see Isolde 
again. 

A tale of epic bat- 
tles, royal intrigue 
and timeless pas- 
sion, “Tristan and 
Isolde” is a long- 
time dream project 
of executive pro- 
ducers Tony and Ri- 
dley Scott. 

The famous film- 
makers are fasci- 
nated with the 
myth of Tristan and 
Isolde that originat- 
ed from a Celtic leg- 
end because it is a 
tragic story about 
forbidden love, and 
because of the col- 
orful, tumultuous 
time it took place, 
between the fall of 
the Roman Empire 
and the Renais- 
sance, 

The tale even 
predates the legend 
of Arthur and Guin- 
evere in Camelot, 
as well as Shake- 
speare's “Romeo 
and Juliet.” But, Ri- 
dley Scott observes, 
“it is so powerful, 
both dramatically 
and emotionally, 
that it transcends 
any setting ог 
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In Pia's defense 
From Jack Bernstein (irote@verizon.net), USA 

ic When | bumped into Pia Guanio in Las Vegas, | probably star- 
"led her Obvious, she gets unwanted attention. Once she ro- 
alized | wasn't dangerous, she posed for snapshots with me. | 
just can't believe she can be rude to a 12-year-old kid. 
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5 GOAL 
6:16 BLOCKS 
7 CLOSE TO YOU 
1 FEARLESS 
SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 
CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTIC 
GALLERIA 632-9116 


1 CASANOVA • THX 6 SHE'S THE MAN 
1240 300 520 740 1000 1220 245 510 735 1000 


2V FOR VENDETTA 
1100 145 430 715 1000 


7 DATE МОМЕ 
420 325 530 7:35 945 


3 HOUSE OF FURY 
120 330 840 750 1000 


4SHAGGY DOG 
110 320 530 740 950 


8 BROKEBACK MOUNATIN 
130 420 710 1000 


9 16 BLOCKS 
1240 300 520 740 1000 


SHOSTEL 10 THE DARK 


aso 440 320 530 740.950 


1100 110 320 530 
ERMI 536-7809 012 


1V FOR VENDETTA 4040 i235 340 640 950 


2 THE DARK 
16 BLOCKS 


3SHE'S THE MAN 
1010 1230 250 510 730 1000 


1010 1220 230 
430 620 B10 1000 


5 HOSTEL 


4010 1230 250 510 730 650 


6 SHAGGY DOG 
1000 100 300 500 700 900 


4 HOUSE OF FURY 7 DATE MOVIE 
4230 250 510 730 950 1040 1220 200 400 600 800 950 


METRO EAST 682-8163 + 682-8199 


1 THE DARK 5 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
1250 250 450 650 900 100 300 600 900 


2 V FOR VENDETTA 
4200 300 600 900 


6 SHAGGY DOG 
1125 150 4:15 640 905 


3 HOSTEL 
1145 205 425 645 905 


4 DATE MOVIE 
1215 200 345 530 715 900 


NOVALICHES lo^ 8853231 1935322930 
1 SHAGGY DOG 4 HOSTEL 

2V FOR VENDETTA 5 HOUSE OF FURY 

3 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 


CITISQUARE MALABON 2% PIONEER 6875378 


1 FEARLESS 1 V FOR VENDETTA 
2V FOR VENDETTA 2HOSTEL 

3 RESERVE 3 SHE'S THE MAN 
4 RESERVE 4 SHAGGY DOG 


716 BLOCKS 
4250 250 450 650 900 


8SHE'S THE MAN 
4105 195 405 835 905 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 


Winner of 4 Golden Globe Awards 
+ Best Motion Picture + Best Director + Best Screenplay + Best Song 


Winner of 78th Annual Academy Awards 
+ Bast Director Best Screenplay * Best Musical Score 


showing only at 


Robinsons Movieworld 


GALLERIA • NOVALICHES • STA. ROSA 
LIPA * STARMILLS, PAMPANGA 


MTRCB Rating: RAB 
взет LIPA oo 
1 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
2HOSTEL 

3 YOURS, MINE AND OURS 

4AEON FLUX 


|55 

STA. ROSA 
1 V FOR VENDETTA 
2HOSTEL 

3 TIGER BLADE 

4 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
5 AEON FLUX 


DASMARINAS 

4 CASANOVA 

2 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
3 HOSTEL 

4V FOR VENDETTA 


IMUS 


1 CASANOVA 

2 HOSTEL 

3 SHAGGY DOG 
4V FOR VENDETTA 
5 LAST HOLIDAY 

6 TIGER BLADE 


BACOLOD 


1 V FOR VENDETTA 

2 HOSTEL 

3 NEW WORLD 

4 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
5 MURDER 

6 FEARLESS 


Cesta ANGELES cw 
4V FOR VENDETTA 

2HOSTEL 

3 MURDER 


4 AEON FLUX 


STARMILLS 


116 BLOCKS 

2HOSTEL 

3 FINAL DESTINATION 3 

4 BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
5 CASANOVA 

6 V FOR VENDETTA 


ILOILO 


1 V FOR VENDETTA, 

216 BLOCKS 

3 CASANOVA 

4HOSTEL 

5 BIG MOMMA'S HOUSE 2 
6 FEARLESS 


(048) 875-3838 
(046) 471-8108 


(045) 878-1927 
(045) 961-5270 


(034) 441-0453 


Юм) 441 2450. (033) 338-8070 


The 
Perfect Gift 
Al'Year Round 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


Get Special discounts Бе volume purchasest 
ТЕ 


nm. 
An A for 
B movies 


From page A2-I 
featured local stars 
Bernard Bonnin, 
Charlie Davao, 
Paquito Diaz and 
Sofia Moran, and was 
produced by Santia- 
go. 

Homegrown actors 
Vic Diaz, Subas Her- 
xero and Marissa Del- 
gado were cast in 
Hills "The Big Bird 
Cage" in 1972. Also 
in 1972, Romero 
worked as director on 
"Black Mama, White 
Mama," where Diaz, 
Dindo Fernando, 
Alona Alegre, Lotis 
Key and Eddie Garcia. 
played pivotal roles. 

All these movies 
starred Pam Grier, the. 
acknowledged queen 
of “black exploita- 
tion" and "women-in- 
prison" flicks. 

Romero recalls: “1 
heard that Quentin 
Tarantino cast Pam as 
lead in Jackie Brown’ 
because he saw ‘Black 
Mama’ asa kid." 

Hawkins disagrees 
with critics who dis- 
miss such flicks as 
non-mainstream 
fare. 

“These films were 
not on the margins,” 
Hawkins tells Ingum- 
m Entertainment. ” 
“Black Mama' made 
millions of dollars in 
New York where it 
was shown in 87 the- 
aters. To me, theyre 
mot bad movies. 
Theyre entertaining 
and exciting. Theyre 
highconcept films 
made on low bud- 
gets” 

Among female 
prison flicks, his fa- 
vorite is “Big Bird 
Cage,” he says, be- 
cause “its оша 
geous, silly and fun.” 

He also likes Tony 
Falcon and Pinoy 
cowboy movies. 

A major challenge 
he has encountered : 
in his research work 
in the country is the 
lack of available 
copies of Pinoy secret 
agent and Westem 
movies. 

“There isn't an in- 
tegrated film archive 
system here,” he says. 
"The movies Tm in- 
terested in are not 
considered great her- 
itage films worthy of 
preservation." 

These — so-called 
commercial flicks, 
however, should also 
be saved because, as 
“cultural products," 
they were made dur- 
ing (and reflected) a 
tumultuous time in 
Philippine history. 

In these movies, 
certain “subversive” 4 
elements seeped 
through, blurring the 
lines between fact 
and fiction—for ex- 
ample, allusions to 
the Plaza Miranda 
bombing and B- 
movie actress Dovie 
Beams’ adulterous af- 
fair with martial law 
President Ferdinand 
Marcos in “Big Bird 
Cage." 

МЕ was revealed 
and obscured at the 
same time,” Hawkins 
says of the political 
subtext in these 
movies. “Ironically, at 
a time when Marcos 
was trying to sup- 
press a revolution in 
the Philippines, these 
movies were valoriz- 
ing revolutionaries as 
heroes . . . 1 asked 
Cirio Santiago about 
it and he admitted 
that, when he read 
the script [of Big Bird 
Cage’), his initial re- 
action was: "There's 
no way we could get 
away with it!" 

But they did, 

"The Marcos gov- 
erment didn't care," 
Hawkins says. "les 
fascinating how they 
found a way to tell 
the story of the 


Philippines inanindi- 
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Brownman mall tour i 4 5 


eu 
ДАН 
BROWMAN REVIVAL. Jacqul Magno at Merk's 
is currently touring  Wiseguys at Bagaberde 
Robinson's Malls to Pasig ng 
Paba ne meal Frenchie Dy atshy SHOW ; 
bum, “Steady Lang,” Tomas Morato ; TIME 
from BMG Records Jeli Mateo at Manila ы 3 
Pilipinas. Firststop Pavilion's Boulvar 
was Robinsons Place. Lounge 
Metro Easton March 3, 
followed by Santa 
Rosa on March 5, then 
Gallerla on March 17. 
Forthcoming sched- 
ules include Robin- 
sons Place Manila on 
March 30 and No- 
valiches on April 2. 
Shows start at5 p.m. 


“Band 
Explosion” 
“Band Explosion" hap- 
pens March 24, 8:30 
p.m. atthe Araneta 
Coliseum. Featured 
groups are Orange and 
Lemons, Cueshe, 


Spongecola, Brown- 
man Revival, Kitchie 
Nadal will also per- 

form, Call 911-5555. 


Tonight 
Michaelangelo at Tav- 
om onte Square 

Suzy Unas at Manila 
Pavilion's Boulvar 
Lounge 

Captiva at Metro Phi 
Bar, Metrowalk Complex 


Tomorrow 

Freeverse at Tavern on 
the Square \ F 
Eight Noteat RJ Guitar ы | | 4 4 


Hasan BYNES | | Ја Ш a 


Troy Montero at Bagab- 

arde Roxas Boulevard 
U-Turn at Bagaberde 
Pasig 

Margarita at Manila 
Pavilion's Boulvar 
Lounge 


И : { | AREYOU REALLY A: 
man | - wnovouar? BASIC Il 


Ntwine at Tavern on the 
Square 
Moonstruckat RJ Guitar 


ü MARKET: 
AYALA CENTER md 


At the Activity Center 


HOSTEL 


$42 2782; trom 10am to 


pases ЗЕ VESRYENDETTA 


GLORIETTA TOWN 


6 shes THE MAN erres 


BPI instalimont Madness Anson's Emporium Exhibit 
March 15-31, 2006 March 1210 31. 2006 


V FOR VENDETTA 


2: Урут AYALA CENTER MARKET! MARKET! 


DATE MOVIE HOSTEL 
4 5 “ 


Makati Auto 
March 17 to 


SHE'S THE MAN 2 V FOR VENDETTA 


m 
ATC Ж Jt = Double Midnight Madness Salo 
SHAGGY DOG 4 yours, MINE & ours |5 HOSTEL February 17 to 19, 2006 


HOSTEL PRIDE & PREJUDICI IEAPER BY 
"x RE E THE DOZEN 2 at REP's Globe Theater - March 24, 25. 26. 31, April 1. 2. 7. 8. 9 
Loud MUSEUM or inquiries, please call 75 2 
жос? млн ышы 


Loyalty has ws Privileg 


Swipevour way to Gold and Platinum не 


Free games everyday * Discounted game play and VIP status 
Exclusive Gold 8 Platinum rewards • Discounts or freebies on select stores 
Free birthday pack Powerclub events 


ines’ last front 
ег exelting eon: 
22 Апо 

Ci 


FROM glamour 


galto golden 

grandma: “My 

goal is to be of 
service.” 


POSTERS 
of Gloria’s biggest 
hitsin Cebu 


THE CEBUANA 
charmer at 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos by Rudy Esperas 
“Additional photos courtesy of 
Gloria Sevilla and the Mowelfund 
Film Institute 


she cautions the lis- 
tener, but proceeds to 
tell it, anyway. 

Gloria Sevilla, Queen of Ce- 
buano cinema, is recounting the 
glory days, when Visayan films 
competed with Tagalog hits not 
only for audience adulation but 

for Famas trophies. 

A Cebuano film, 
"Badlis sa Kinabuhi 
(Destiny),” almost 
romped away with 
/0, Famas Best Picture in 

“ii wt: 1970. In fact, Gloria 
ngat E won Best Actress for 
that movie, which she. 
produced ‘with first 
husband Mat Ranillo 
Jr. under their own 
1 MG Films. 
"That was the sec- 
ond of her three 
4 Pamas statuettes. She 
mpa won Best Supporting 
Actress for 
^ "Madugong Paghihi- 
m ganti" in 1963 and 
again Best Actress 
for “Gimingaw Ako 
7 Q Miss You)” in 
1974. 
More significantly, 
“Badlis was shown 
in the Berlin Interna: 
tional Film Festival 
and "Gimingaw" in 
the Moscow Interna- 
tional Film Fest 
val—both in the non- 
competition catego- 
m. 
Gloria, who de- 
scribes herself as an 
awkward and gangly 
teener, has surely 
gone a long way 
from Cebu. 


Г“ А LONG STORY,” 


For good and ill, 
Sya her sun-kissed and 
exotic looks helped 

her catch people's attention. 

“1 was so thin and dark, my 
classmates called me tikling, after 
the bird,” Gloria recalls. “But in 
one declamation contest that 1 
won, Danilo Nufez--talent 
scout, actor and my Papa's kum- 
pare--happened to be in the au- 
dience,” 

It was Danilo, a kontrabida in 
Cebuano flicks who later became 
Gloria's co-star in many movies 
(including "Badlis"), who asked 
Bonifacio Sevilla, the 14-year- 
old's father, to allow her to join 
the movies. 

For good measure, Danilo 
dragged along her future co-star 
and husband, Mat. 

“I wanted itso bad that, before. 


Gloria Sevilla 
wasn't just the 
Queen of 
Cebuano cinema, 
she was also a 
pioneering 
producer who 
championed 
Visayan films 


INTHE 1960s, with Mat Jr. 


1 faced them, I wore my mom's 
bra and stuffed it with rags be- 
cause 1 was flat-chested,” she 
chortles. “Mat was my crush!” 

Sufficiently motivated, Gloria 
bested 60 other aspirants in the 
audition and bagged the lead role 
opposite Mat in “Princesa 
Tirana,” produced by Concordia 
Arong of Azucena Pictures 

A string of hits followed, like 
“Leonora,” “Pailub Lang (Be 
Humble)” and "Gloria Akong 
Anak.” 

Before long, Manila beckoned. 

One of the Santiago brothers 
(of Premiere) was in Cebu and 
noticed the long lines to one of 
Gloria's movies. Turned out, the 
theater checker was Gloria's fa- 
ther. Soon enough, before her 
dad could even finish asking her, 
17-year-old Gloria was packing 
her bags for Manila. 

Her first movie for Premiere 
was National Artist Gerry de 
Leon's “Banga ni Zimadar," top- 
billed by Efren Reyes, Johnny 
Montero, Edna Luna and Carol 
Varga. 

“Î was given so much impor- 
tance in the billing," she beams. "T 
had one frame all to myself and it 
said: ‘And introducing to the 
Tagalog audience, the Queen of 
Visayan movies, Gloria Sevilla" 

A year later, she was promoted 
to lead role in another De Leon 
masterpiece, — “Ifugao"—which 
went down in history not only for 
giving Efren Reyes the Best Actor 
prize in the second Asian Film 
Festival in 1955, but also for 
showcasing the first frontal nude 
scene, with the dauntless Gloria, 
of course. 

"But since 1 wasn't that busty, 
the film's makeup artists Toti 
Evangelista and Tony Artiaga 
made prosthetic breasts for me," 
she remembers. “Every time they 
pulled the fake boobs off my 
chest, I cried out in pain, It was as 
ifthey used Mighty Bond!" 

Gloria's work in Premiere and 
with Manong Gerry had undoubt- 
edly taught her to puta premium 
on quality when she started pro- 
ducing her own movies. 

Proof: Two Visayan films under 
her supervision were sent to Eu- 
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ENTERTAIN] 


days 


IN THE 1990s, with Amado 


rope. 

Badli’ was shown in the In- 
formative division in Berlin in 
1970," she recounts. "The Philip- 
pine government dispatched a fe- 
male consul as my chaperone and 
gave me P5,000 as clothing al- 
lowance." 

Gloria brought three suitcases 
filled with ternos, Southern 
Philippine and other native cos- 
tumes by designer Rudy Fuentes. 

“We even brought sampaguita 
and Vanda orchids that were kept 
in a freezer on the plane," she re- 
calls 


Showstopper 

In Berlin, she was a 
showstopper. She 
made certain of this" fc 
by arriving late on ^u^ fj 
the opening night of 
“Badlis” and making 
a grand entrance 
down a spiral stair- 
case. 

“The next day 1 
landed on the front 
pages of German 2-81. 
newspapers,” she “у 
chuckles, 

‘Two years later, 
she again made 
heads tum in 
Moscow, where 
“Gimingaw," di- 
rected by second husband 
‘Amado Cortez, was screened. 

“At first, I wanted to walk out 
because the Philippine flag 
wasn't displayed,” she says. Al- 
ways a fighter, Gloria eventually 
convinced the organizers to show 
off the Philippine colors. 

During the closing ceremony at 
the Kremlin, Gloria's terno and 
Amado's barong elicited admiring 
glances from fellow dele- 
gates--including Chilean First 
Lady Hortensia Bussi Soto, wife 
of Salvador Allende. 

“She complimented my terno 
which was made of hablon and 
studded with crystal,” Gloria rem- 
inisces. “She kept telling me that 1 
was gorgeous. I guess it was her 


first time to see someone ugly!" 


True drama 

Gloria's healthy sense of hu- 
mor has saved her from the slings 
and arrows of outrageous fortune 
оп more tham one occasion. Her 
life was just as dramatic as the 
tearjerkers she starred in 

Mat died in a plane crash in 
1969, making her a widow with 
five kids, and eight months preg- 
nantat that. 

Tn the 1980s, she migrated to 
the United States with second 
husband Amado and made ends 
meet by selling kitchenware. In 
her spare time, she joined the Ni- 
noy Aquino Movement and the 
street demonstrations against the 
Marcoses in the US. 

Post-Edsa, Gloria stayed in the 
sidelines. President Corazon 
Aquino appointed Amado as con- 
sul in San Francisco, a post he 
held until 1992. 

Two years latei, President 
Joseph Estrada made Amado am- 
bassador to 11 Pacific states in 
the US, in which capacity he 
served until a year before his 
passing in 2003. 

Gloria herself has been ap- 
pointed by President Macapagal- 
Arroyo as Technical Education 
and Skills Development Authori- 
ty (Tesda) board member. “We 
Visited Melbourne, Australia,” 
she reports. "We observed in vo- 
cational schools. Every now and 
then, we also go to the Visayas 
and Mindanao to conduct semi- 
mars for Tesda,” 

Seems show biz has been 

shelved for this 
mother of seven 
and grandmoth- 
mips erofl2. 

| "Tm also ac- 
3 tive in Rivers of 
, the Living Water, 
а Catholic organi- 
zation,” she says. 
"also host a radio 
show, ‘Inday sa 
|| Balitaw, on DZRB, 
every ` Saturday 

from 4toS pm." 
She made a TV 
comeback recently 
on QTV 115 Friday 
night sitcom “Ganda 
1 ng Lola Ko"—with 
Bella Flores and Ba- 


by 

O'Brien. Daughter Suzette Ranil- 
lo directed her and Nora Aunor 
on "Care Home," a TV drama spe- 
cial оп Filipina caregivers 
abroad. 

Last Saturday, “Badlis” was 
shown at the “Aktres: Pelikula at 
Lipunan” film festival mounted 
by Mowelfund at the Gateway 
Mall. 

Even in her golden years, un- 
stoppable and ‘indefatigable Glo- 
ria is stacking a full plate in front 
of her. 

“For the love of...” she asserts. 
“1 want to continue to help in my 
own little way. When you grow 
old, your only goal in life is to be 
of service.” 


IN "Palad Ta ang Nagbuot,” with Gabriel “last 


Gonzales 
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Offensive hairdo 

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO—An In- 
dian family sued the producers of Steven 
Spielberg's television miniseries, "Into the. 
West," claiming a set stylist cut their 8-year- 
old daughters hair without regard for tribal 
customs. 

“Just because you're wealthy, you don't do 
something without checking first,” the girls 
father, Danny Ponce, said Friday. The family 
is Mescalero Apache. 

Ponce filed suit in federal court on March 
6, naming Tumer Films Inc. and an unidenti- 
fied stylist as defendants. The lawsuit seeks 
$250,000 for emotional distress and 
$75,000 in damages. 

‘A Tumer Films spokesperson said the 
company doesn't comment on pending li 
gation. 


Nick L sitcom 

LOS ANGELES--Nick Lachey’ could be 
looking at another steady TV gig. 

Heading toward single status in real life as 
his divorce from Jessica Simpson nears com- 
pletion, he'll play a bachelor in a sitcom pilot 
for the new CW network. 

Hell star as Colin, a single man living in 
Manhattan, in the comedy “She Said/He 
Said,” CW spokesperson Paul McGuire said 
Friday. 

Other cast members are still being hired 
for the pilot that will shoot in April, McGuire 
said. AP 


Back to work 

LOS ANGELES—Matemity leave is over 
for Oscar winner Julia Roberts, who is plan- 
ning her return to the silver screen, Holly- 
wood trade magazine Variety reported Fri- 
day. 

Roberts, 39, began 
her maternity leave in 
early 2005 to take 
care of her twin chil- 
dren. 

The famous "Pretty 
Woman" is now in fi- 
nal talks to star in a 
movie titled "Daniel 
Isn't Talking,” based 
on a novel by Marti 
Leimbach. 

‘The movie, about the challenges of a fam- 
ily that raises an autistic child, is to be pro- 
duced by Karen Rosenfelt with a script by 
‘Stephen Chbosky (Rent). 

Roberts has already starred in a movie 
based on a Leimbach book, “Dying Young” 
(1991). АЕР 


Not for good 

LOS ANGELES--Michael Jackson has 
shuttered his Neverland Valley Ranch home 
and laid off staff, but contrary to media re- 
ports the pop star has not shut down the es- 
tate for good, his spokesperson said on Fri- 
day 

Jackson's plans for the sprawling central. 
California ranch have been in question since 
March 9, when state officials fined the singer 
$69,000 and effectively closed the estate be- 
cause he allowed his workers compensation. 
insurance to lapse. 

‘The 47-year-old entertainer was also 
fined an estimated $100,000 for failing to is- 
sue paychecks to Neverland's workers for 
four months, but dodged legal action this 
week by paying employees hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in back wages. Reuters 


Getting married 

LOS “ANGELES- “Desperate House- 
wives” actress Nicollette Sheridan and singer 
Michael Bolton are engaged, Sheridan's 
publicist confirmed. 

Sheridan, 42, and Bolton, 53, dated for 
several years in the 1990s and rekindled 
their romance last year. 

Sheridan was married to actor Harry 
Hamlin from 1991 to 1993. Bolton ended 
his 15-year marriage to Maureen McGuire, 
with whom he has three daughters, in 1990. 

AP 


ROBERTS 


Siu Bang 

WILLIAM Hung, “American Idol” reject- 
tumed-pop star and TV celebrity, has added 
"movie star" to his resumé with "Where's 
Mama's Boy,” his first feature film. 

In the movie, showing on March 28, 
12:05 p.m. on Star Chinese Movies, Hung 
plays a good-natured village kid in ancient 
China who sells pancakes to pay for his 
mother's medical expenses. 


Signed up 

VIVA Entertainment has signed up three 
finalists of the recently concluded "Search 
fora Star in a Million” on ABS-CBN. 

"The new Viva recording arists—shown 
in photo with Veronique del Rosario, man- 
aging director of Viva Artists Agency—are, 
from left, Jay Perillo, Jimmy Marquez and 
Vino Bello. 


Now on disc 

“TIM BURTON'S Corpse Bride" and “Must 
Love Dogs" are now available on DVD and 
VCD (in wide screen and full screen for- 
mats) from Wamer Home Video. 

“Bride” on DVD contains behind-the- 
scene footage and animation featurettes; 
"Dogs" has additional scenes. 


MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006 


FOXTROT 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BYBILLAMEND A.LIPIN 


Comickelief eee” 


BY JESS ABRERA 


CANT WAT 
то HAVE SPRING. 
BREAKS IN COLLEGE, 


BECAUSE OF ALL 
THE CRAZY STUFF 
YOULL BE роо? 


VANE DAMI MO NANG) YUNG LEFT, 


KAAWAY 
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RIGHT AT CENTER 


((МЕРУ FA canet, 
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MEDYO PA CANG 
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BABY BLUES 


WHATS YOUR PROBLEM... MOM 
AND DAD THREATENING YOU WITH, 
THE POTTY CHAIR AGAIN? 


MOM ARRANGED 
A PLAYDATE FOR 
MG WITH CAILIN 

FROM PRESCHOOL, 


س صت 


| 208, CONT 
Ke васе w 
узме cune. 
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i. 
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[WRONG WITH ү IM READY TO 


GET INVOLVED 
IN A SERIOUS 
RELATIONSHIP 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


PINAGKAKAABA! 
MO NGAYON дт HINDI 
Banga NANG BITBIT /| 


... AND NOW 
A SONG FOR 
SPRING! 


You CAN^F Quit! 
Оов Journey to 


THINK oF ALL THE 
experiences AND 

MeMeRieS YOULL MiSS 
OUT оң IF You ВЫТ Now! 


Frei. you WHat. IF 
TeDAM'S TRIP is Bo- 
RING You 1 PROMISE 
ToMoRRow WiLL Be 


ү NoT ToMoRROW, ^i 


Мачве THe DAY AF- 
TER THAT oR THE 
Next. BesT вет WILL 


` HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have a logical, analytical mind. Your sensitivi 
of you are talented in several fields, At times youre a dreamy idealist, 
Value friendship. Everyone knows you're a romantic. Prepare to wor 


is not always apparent, but its there. Most 
but your feet are always on the ground. You 
lc hard this year for success in the following 


year 
Birthdate of: Spike Lee, director/writer; William Hurt, actor; Holly Hunter, actress. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): Today the Sun 
‘moves into your sign. 
Happy birthday! Its your 


tum to recharge your 


batteries for the rest of the year. Put 
yourself first now. 
about As your year 


Comes to an end, you 


have to ponder it, and wonder what 
you want for the year ahead. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20); You need rest 
and relaxation. You 
have a lot to think 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
Jane 20): Your popular- 
ity rating definitely in- 
‘creases now! Everyone 


wants to see your face. 


‘Accept all invitations. Enjoy good 


times with others. 

O your chart. This acts like 
а spotlight on you. Ev- 

егуопе notices you, especially VIPs 

and important people. Milk this for 

all its worth. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): The Sun is 
now at high noon in 


DaAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 
pec] 


5 Brewery supply 


15 Eye part 


16 Evert fora 
comers 


17 Pour Коп 
20". Pinalore" 


21 Bird cop 


22 Al-seeing one 
23 Headache 


remedy 
25 Persian word? 
26 Amay 

28 Cut comers 


32 James of 


"Boston Legal” 
35 Musicanis 


asset 
з1 Olds creation 


38 Pour ton 
42 Brymer of 


Бу James E. Buel 
Edgewater, FL 


"Westword 
43 In addition 
44 Ful o spit 
45 Sad plece 

48 Overthrows 
50 Chimed 

52 Now hold onl 
$6 Esoteric 

59 Shutle gp. 
80 Cover 

61 Pour ton 

64 School on the 


9 Wostem resort 
iake 

10 Schenectady's 
Ther 

11 Lrgershanilte 


Themes 

85 Eat fancy 

88 lregulrly wom 

87 Studo 
элшз 

вв Words ота 


24 Of inda: pret. 
25 Small-minded 
27 West Yorkshire 


ay, 
29 Spring bloom 
30 Hook up 

31 Floral 


b 
со Has deserving 
own 
1 Omega's 
среде 
3 
3 Conprenord 
4 Кад sori 
$ camera 
a Тєп 
Teenage... 
Nga Tunes 
1 Dect opor 
i seno 


ment 

EFC жо 

33 Tho Beatles 
bassist 

34 Rod in a rod 

36 lnvigorate 

38 Соту 

40 Habitual 
criminal 

41 Doroiny or. 
Шап 


B 
B 

m 
1 
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B 
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48 Cereals 

47 Sudden pull 

49 Appications 

51 impoverished 

53 "The Naming of 58 Coaguiato 
Cats poet 501402 caravel 

54 Shampooing 62 Fabricaton 
зор 63 FOR Bue 

55 Sled tage 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You have an in- 
creasing desire to travel 
now. You want more out 


е of life. You want to see 


more of the world! And you want to 


learn more too. 

Ө now and for the next 
few weeks. You won't 

getto the bottom of something. You 

will not sertle for superficial expla- 

nations. 


VIGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You feel quite 
intensely about things 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): The Sun is now 25 
far away from your sign 
as it will get all year. Be- 
cause of this, you might 

feel tired. (The Sun gives us energy) 

Parmerships will be a strong focus 

now. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
fou have a lot 
low to get or- 

You're working 

Bard to improve your life 

both at work and at 

home. Great! Make hay while the 
layful, flirtatious time 


sun shinest 
for you. Accept invita- 


tions to parties; get out 


and schmooze with friends. 
mestic matters. Parents 


assume a greater role in 


yur life. You want to solidify your 


ne base. 
Yersations with others, 


increased time with sib- 


lings plus wheeling and dealing 
keep your dance card full! 
ey, possessions and what 


itis you really want in 


Ше. First you have to figure out what 
makes you happy. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): The next 
few weeks are a lovely, 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Now is the 
time to swing your focus 
to home, family and do- 


AQUARIUS (Jan, 20 to 
. 18): You have a 
busy month ahead. Er- 
ands, short trips, con- 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): In the next 
few weeks, you're giving 
a lot of thought to mon- 


MIKROKOSMOS 


“ToL, SERYOSO, MAY 

PROBLEMA KA BA 
SA PAGTULOG? 

MAGPATINGIN KA NA 
KAYA SA POKTOR? 


ANG KULIT MO А! 

HINDI NGA Ako INsoMIAC! 

PAANO MO BA NASABI 
YAN? 


Wee h 
LY 


I PRACTICED 
ALL WINTER. 
|| 


АМОЕВА 
СОМТЕМР- 
LATING 
THE 
MYSTERY 
OF LIFE 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


E IKAW LANG ANG 
TUMATAWAG NG GANITONG 
ALAS TRES NG UMAGA! 


MICHAEL HAS TO 
GET HIS FIRST HAIRCUT, 


KIKO MACHINE 


TSK! Рыса) mo 
BA. CINAGAWANG BIG 
DEAL NGAYON “YUNG 
“PAGKAKARON” NG 


LOVEKNOTS 


MERON” KA. TEK 
к? 


KUMBAGA... PILIT 

NLANG GINAGAWANG 

EXCLAMATION POINT 
ANG PERIOD! 


SYUN DAM NGPTHRPIL, 
PROJECT NA FUNDED BY 
CHINA “SUFFERED 
BITCHES (N THE LAST 
EWR MONTHS... 


2. 


sili ueri hi 


| Susuungin ang panganib at kamatayan — 

Masundan lang sa kaharian ng Salamangka 
Ang pamilyang kinuha sa kanya 
Noong siya'y musmos pa lamang. 


Sa kanyang pakikipagsapalaran, 
Makikilala niya sa mahiwagang daigdig si Argo... 
Ang Salamangkang magmamahal at magtuturo 


Sa kanya ng... 


ang Tunay na Kapangyarihan 


RIEL IT 


uso Nagmumula 
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canusnowtor S 
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lenovo, 


та, (6329727-3801 жтт каст. 
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Slow week ahead 
STOCKS MAY SUCCUMB TO SOME PROFIT- 


taking this week, some analysts said, following 


the run-up that marked last week's trading. 
‘AB Capital Securities said that since the market 
has moved up in the last six sessions, there 
‘may be some room for technical correction. 
"The technical indicators are giving a mixed 
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‘in the Philippines 


Gov't to raise bond float by P100B 


Authorities are hoping to borrow more from domestic market 


TECH TOOLS 
FOR SMES 

Anew business 
technology center has 
been set for small ang 
medium enterprises, 
allowing them access to 
business and 
technology expertise. 
‘On hand at the opening 
are Carissa P Cruz of 
the trade department 
and Virgilio Peña ofthe 
Commission on 
Information and 
Communications 
Technology (seated). 
Looking on are Antonio 
Javier of Microsoft 
Philippines, and Ricky 
Banaag of Intel 

з Philippines. 


| 
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BSP issues tougher set of guidelines for ‘problem’ banks 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS 
is getting tougher on problem banks by 
plotting a stricter framework that will 
require these institutions to undertake 
“prompt corrective action” at the first 
sign of weakness. 


The BSPs policy-making Monetary 
Board recently approved the stiffer set of 
guidelines that will zero in on the weakest 
in the banking system and force these in- 
stitutions to undertake remedial measures 
once they fall below the standards set. 


“This is so that the problems would 
not worsen,” BSP Governor Amando 
Tetangco Jr. told reporters. "At an early 
stage, a bank should already take steps 
to strengthen its financial position. 
“These steps will be contained in a 


plan of action which will be ina memo- 
randum of agreement that will be 
signed by the banks board of directors 

and BSP” 
“Tetangco said the new PCA framework 
BIBI 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, 
hoping to borrow more from the 
domestic market, has secured 
the approval of the Bangko Sen: 
tral ng Pilipinas to increase its 
long-term peso bond float by as 


much as P100 billion. 

The BSP's policy-making Monetary Board 
gave the state a Standby authority to issue 
P100 billion more in fresh Treasury bonds 
during its meeting last Thursday. 

The next day, the Development Budget Co: 
ordination Committee agreed to revise the 
governments borrowing mix to favor more do- 
mestic issuances, government sources said. 

A member of the DBCC's executive technical 
board said the inter-agency council on Friday 
agreed to further amend the governments 
borrowing mix in favor of domestic financing. 

For every Pl worth of financing requirement, 

соут/в!! 


WHAT'S INSIDE 
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ING expects peso to further 
appreciate to 45:51 /B6 


Tessie's 
counter-gambit /B3 


HOW LUCKY CAN VOU GET? 


Drive home your new Mazda3 for a low downpayment of only ? 88,888 
„ and still avail of low monthly payments! 


# 18,888 for 48 months for the Mazda 1.6L 5 4door or 
+ 19,888 for 48 months for the Mazda 1.6LV 


addi nal fee of only P3,000 a month, get MAZDA SOLUTIONS for 48 months, inclusive of the following: 
* Comprehensive Vehicle Insurance 
* Emergency Roadside Assistance. 
* Extended Warranty 
© Scheduled Service Plan 


Promo financing available through Mazda Credit only, Subject to credit approval. 
Promo extended up to M ich 32, 2006 ay approved by DTINCR. 


For an 


Ss 


Tor moe ilo please contac Manda Credit: 6351253 Manda Alabang Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang-Zapote Rea, Mahan, Muntupa yf no. 772 3368, la 772 2): 
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Because you deserve more for your US Dollars... 
a - ___Атошт of Placement 180 Days 
d $1,000 to loss han $10,000) 410% 
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360 Days. 
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You just got promoted. 


You'll be managing a staff 
of very competitive 
individuals. 

The CEO expects you 

to deliver high results. 
Are you up for the 
challenge? 


By Ronnel W. 
Domingo 


MOTORCYCLE MAN- 
ufacturers are pushing 
forthe standardization 
of global regulations 
related to the industry 
due to growing sales, 
particularly in Asia 
and the Philippines. 


Data from the Sin- 
gapore-based Feder- 
ation of Asian Motor- 
cycle Industries 
showed that bike 
sales in the region 
were up 18.6 percent 
to about 16.8 million 
units in 2005 from 
about 14.2 million in 
the previous year. 


Philippine tumover 
outpaced that of the 
region with an in- 
crease of 20.3 percent 
to some 493,000 units 
last year from about 
410,000 in 2004. 
Regional sales ac- 
counted for about 92 
percent of some 18.4 
million units pro- 


THE COUNTRY'S FIRST AND ONLY 


MANAGEMENT 


TRAINING SERIES 


| The higher you go up the ranks, the higher the stakes. Thankful, there's 
| a system developed in Wharton School of Business thet will train you in 
5 шо! е business situations to help you succeed. Through state-of-the 
Sart simulators, you learn management and leadership stills by making 
V decisions and executing policies. So when it's your time to gat on board as 
I. atop rank executive, you are sharp os a whip 


[e Public Run 

LEADING TEAMS TO SUCCESS 
| Meren 30, 2006 
30° Flor, Petron Mega Plaza 
358 Sen Gi Puyat Avenue | 
Makati City | 


SMG 


сте 


пестене 


TACADEMY 
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Training Schedule: 

May18 Coaching for Growth 

July 19.20 Project Leadership 

Sept 27-28 Business Acumen 

Nov23 Collaborative Negotiations 


Other Training Madules: 
Leadership Focus 

-Essentials of Business Leadership 
+ Leading Strategy into Action 

+ Making Confiict Work 

"Managing Change 

Project Management Focus 

* Tools end Techniques 

- Business Skills for Project Managers 
+ Leading Project Leaders 

- PEAT Assessment 


Оп howto aval of thie frst of s kind 
training seminar contact: 

| Me. Grace Scledad st 887-8447 loc. 5101 

| Fox No: 891-5734 тпай. gsoledadzatihg n 


HAPAG 


EXECUTIVE 
DECISIONS 
REQUIRE 

EXQUISITE 


ATTENTION 


рТ ПОКА 


Te lan Cede Амен Ji S Leg il Makee Ciy 
prm 
pd 
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push for standards 


duced by all eight 
members of FAMI last 
year. 

FAMI groups na- 
tional organizations 
Asosiasi — Industi 
Sepeda Motor In- 
donesia, Japan Auto- 
mobile Manufacturers 
Association, Motorcy- 
de and Scooter As- 
semblers and Distrib- 
utors Association of 
Malaysia, Motorcycle 
Development Pro- 
gram Participants As- 
sociation of the Phil 
pines, Soci 
an Automobile Manu- 
facturers, Singapore 
Motor Cycle Trade As- 
sociation, Thai Auto- 
motive Industry Asso- 
ciation, and Taiwan 
Transportation Vehi- 
cle Manufacturers. 

FAMI leaders gath- 
ered in Makati City 
last Saturday for 
their annual meeting 
as well as to cement 
an agreement with 
counterparts in the 
Interhational Motor- 
cycle Manufacturers 
Association to join 
the _ Geneva-based 
global group. 

Mohammed Aidid, 
FAMI president, said 
in a briefing that his 
groups decision to 
join IMMA meant 
that FAMI had ac- 
cepted a bigger role 
in the development 
ofthe world industry. 

Mohammed said 
the industry was gen- 
erally growing 
worldwide and that 
its major concerns 
were road safery and 
environmental pro- 
tection. 
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‘A meticulous artist 
who inspires through 
his creations 
"joel Abstract Painter 
UTE Investor 


— 


A value seeker whose 


tong 
[or 


for the arts 


“Mae, Art Dealer 
UNF Investor 


We share the same passion for creative investments whose value grows over time. 


Unit Investment Trust Fund (UITF) opens doors of opportunities for all kinds of investment needs. UITE are offered in a wide range of fund types: 
money market, fixed income, balanced and equity, in Philippine Peso and U.S. Dollar in a variety of minimum amount of contributions. with over 60 TES 
fo choose from, there are funds that suit your investment goal, time horizon and risk-teward appetite. And with teams of expert investment managers 
from the country's leading banks, you can trust them to optimize the return ой your money. 


Do you have the same passion? Ask your bank about Unit Investment Trust Funds today. 


Convenlently accessible In more than 2,500 bank branches nationwide 


E nanco pe ono 
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AMID RELENTLESS BOARDROOM MA- 
neuverings and media snipings, an exas- 
perated Teresita Sy has indicated that 
she is all but ready to agree to Winston 
Garcia's proposal and join GSIS, and pos- 
sibly SSS, in selling the Sy group's stake 
in Equitable PCIBank. 

PLDT's Manuel V. Pangilinan, in the 
meantime, denied that he and his First 
Pacific Group ever expressed interest in 
taking control of Equitable PCIBank. 

“We are not in any discussion with any 
of the shareholders of the bank—not one 
от more of the SSS, GSIS or the Sy fami- 
lyin respect of acquiring their stake,” 
MVP said. 

MVP. who was reached in Hong Kong 
on Saturday, said he also sent the same 
texted reply to the SM heiress and to 
Corazon de la Paz, president of the Social 
Security System and Equitable PClBank 
chair 

MVP's name and that of the First Pacif- 
ic Group cropped up after MVR a former 
banker himself, had been noted asking 
key Equitable PClBank stakeholders 


BusINESS 


Tessie's counter-gambit 


“discreet questions” about the bank's 
conditions. 

Sy, in the meantime, gave Garcia two 
weeks, or up to the end of the month, to 
produce a written binding offer for the 
SM/Banco de Oro's estimated 34 percent 
stake in Equitable PCIBank. 

Sys terms: Cash, and no due dili- 
gence. 

Should Garcia's mystery buyer 
agree to Sy's terms, the mall queen 
would have, in just а year, doubled her 
initial investment in the disputed bank 
to salve her bruised ego and thwarted 
ambition. 

As of mid-2005, Equitable PCIBank 
had slightly over 727 million outstanding 
shares; at P95 each, the Sy block would 
already be worth nearly P23.5 billion. 

‘Throwing in the 12 percent of the 
Government Service Insurance Sys- 
tem and the adjusted 25 percent of the 
SSS, the entire deal could be worth 
more than P49 billion, not counting 
the additional P20 billion that Garcia's 
mystery buyer would have to provide 


` COCKTALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


for the mandatory tender offer for the 
rest of Equitable PCIBank's minority 
shareholders. 

(Garcia, however, claims the cash 
needed for mandatory tender offer for 
the minority stake should not be over P6 
billion, since seven percent of the bal- 
ance, held by the family of bank vice 
chair Ferdinand Martin Romualdez, is 
still sequestered, while 10 percent is be- 
ing held by the bank in disputed treasury 
shares.) 

One senior banker, commenting on 
the scale of the continuing boardroom 
saga, said: “For a moment, I thought he 
(Winston) was bluffing, but things seem 
to be turning his way. Asking price is way 
‘out, but someone out there may be 


drunk enough to throw money at it even 
at that outrageous price.” 


Mike boys’ cash cow 

‘THE MESTIZO relatives of Mike Arroyo, 
now lording it over cash-rich Philcomsat 
Holdings Corp., have asked for another 
indefinite postponement of the publicly 
listed company. 

‘The octogenarian head of PHC, 
Manuel Nieto, has written the Securities 
and Exchange Commission to reconsider 
its order directing the contested corpora- 
tion to hold the already much delayed 
election, its first since August 2004. 

With the SEC and the Supreme Court's 
decisions, it is only a matter of time be- 
fore Nieto, his nephew and Mike Arroyo 
cousin Benito Araneta and fellow Маја- 
cafiang nominee, Free Press publisher 
Enrique "Henry" Locsin, lose control of 
POTC because of their reduced PCGG 
shareholdings. 

Despite being hardly traded, POTC 
sits on over P1.2 billion in cash it inherit- 
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porate secretary Louie Lokin at that tim 
admitted that the bulk of the cash had 
been deposited at Bank Wise, the trois 
bled savings bank that has transferred i 
ownership from Erap cronies to Mike АЕ: 
royo allies, : 
‘Araneta was lately seen meeting with! 
top Bank Wise officials at the Makati 
Shangri-la, amid. a request from Philips 
pine Veterans Bank for the Philippine рес 
posit Insurance Corp. to extend P3 billion 
in assistance in exchange for PVB being. , 
asked to help the troubled thrift bank. +2 


Heard through the grapevine i 
А GROUP of ticked-off La Salle alumiiir 
and donors met with Bro. Armin Luistro! 
last week to express their displeasure, 
over the religious official being part oft 
the “hakot-padasal” brigade and using: 
the school facilities for the cust-GMA: 
campaign. The meeting was held in the! 
Phinma penthouse office of former Ri 
nance Secretary Ramon del Rosario Jr. 2? 
(Email: cocktales pdi@pldtdsl.net or. 
cocktales pdi@yahoo.com) T 


ed during the Estrada years. POTC cor- 


LG Named 
Global 

No. 1 Air 
Conditioner 


or six consecutive years 
Е since 2000, LG Electronics” 
air-conditioner was 
proclaimed GLOBAL No. 1 by the 
Japan Air-Conditioning, Heating and 
Refrigeration News (JARN). In the 
banner story of its latest newsletter 
publication released worldwide 
“to over 300 countries, LG Electronics 
remained on top of its competitors 
by posting a high 45% difference in 
global sales over its nearest 
competitor. 
LG Electronics” air-conditioner 
has also posted 10 million units sales 
for two consecutive years since 2004. 


XX у 
Fl Ж 


No.1 44 


Local Recognitions and Awards 
Similarly, LG Electronics Philippines 
received two distinguished commendations 
and awards from the Consumer Group 
Philippines and the Union of Consumer 
Watch in October and November, 2005 
respectively. 


2000-2005 


Global 


I T 
GOLD FIN Technology 2 * ® 
Since the mid- JE Í NATIONAL 
Since the mid-1990s, LGE £^. NATIONAL 
EXCELLENCE 
wards 


air conditioners have 
remained the top choice `., 

by consumers around the 7507. 

world. LGE boasts of breakthrough and 
pioneering technologies which have been 
the driving force behind LGE's success in 
the air-conditioning industry. 

‘Among its key features, and unique 
only to LGE air conditioners, is the GOLD 
FIN Anti-Rust Coating Technology. LGE 
Gold Fin is a coating of a layer of gold on 
aluminum and applied on every LGE air- 
conditioning unit to prevent corrosion and 
keep the unit's appearance and performance 
staying as good as new. 


5-on-5 
Warranty 

All purchases of 

LOE air. 

7 conditioners come 

with a full 5-on-5 Warranty which includes 

a 5-year coverage on not just the compressor 

but four other parts that include the 

condenser, evaporator, adjoining tubes and 

connectors. 


More Innovations from LGE 
In late October 2005, LGE unveiled its new 
MPS environment-friendly inverter system, 
the “Multi-V Plus” and “eco У". The 
environment-friendly MPS (Multi-Power 
System) inverter system, the first of its kind 
in the Philippines, uses environment-friendly 
refrigerant “R-4 10A” which does not destroy 
ог harm the ozone layer. The relevant market 
for the new product is rapidly increasing 
in accordance with Indoor Air Quality 
management laws that took effect in early 
January 2006, and the implementation of 
the Housing Performance Grade Marking 
System, 


“OVER 10 MILLION UNITS SOLD WORLDWIDE. 


LG is the Global No.1 air conditioner for 6 years running. 


LG does more than, cool air. More than 27,000 daily new owners 
worldwide are benefiting from its High Energy Efficient Ratio (EER), 


thus more savings on electricity consumption. ARTCOOL Series 
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Life’s Good. And LG makes it happen for you. 
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3824S I LIKE TO TELL MY AUDI- 

fences, the three main things the 

#819ommon Filipino cares about re- 

Т garding the economy are prices, 
jobs and income, in that order, ac- 

2 лога to popular surveys. 

Sex Data on prices are available ev- 
"ry month, with a time lag of five 
days. Data on jobs and income (as 


measured by output or GDP) 
come only once every quarter, 
and with a time lag of about two 
months. 

‘The jobs data for the January 
2006 labor and employment sur- 
усу just came out last week. The 
latest data on prices and inflation 
came out earlier this month, while 
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BE READY IF IT STRIKES! 


No Free LUNCH 


Cielito E Habito 


current GDP data won't be available for anoth- 
er two months. Thus Pl have to leave out out- 
put and income from this scorecard for now. 

So what's the latest score on these basic in- 
dicators on the economy? 


Jobs picture mixed 

Latest data show either a worsening or a 
slight improvement in the overall jobs situa- 
tion, depending on your point of reference. 
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PRINT 8: CUT single decal or bulk 
quantities cost-effectively! 


T-shirt Transfers 


ICKER MAKI 


Product Labels 


Auto decals 


* NO EXTRA COST on die-cutting 
+ NO EXTRA COST on color separation 
* NO EXTRA COST on lamination 


Using the government's new definition of un- 
employment, the January unemployment 
rate of 8.1 percent is worse than the 7.4 per- 
cent reported in October 2005. 

To compare with the yearago figure, we 
need to use the old definition, which would 
show an improvement from 11.3 percent in 
January 2005 to 10.7 percent in January 2006. 

тез probably easier to appreciate the statis- 
tics if we look at the numbers of the jobs them- 
selves. The same report says that 750,000 new 
jobs were generated in the past year, ie. be- 
‘tween January 2005 and January 2006. 

"This is not good news, if you consider how 
this falls far short of the one million new job- 
seekers who join the labor force every year. It 


“is for this reason that the government has 


been targeting six to 10 million new jobs in 
the 2005-2010 period of the current Medium 
Term Philippine Development Plan (MTPDP). 


Low job quality 

There are more challenges. The underem- 
ployment rate—or the proportion of the em- 
ployed workers whose jobs are inade- 
quate—has risen further to 21.3 percent, 
higher than last October (21.2 percent), and 
much higher than last year (16.1 percent, 

‘This can only mean that the jobs generated in 
the past year fell short not only in quantity, but 
also in quality There is further evidence of this. 
Of the 750,000 new jobs created, more than half 
(389,000) were in the form of unpaid family 
workers, the bulk of itin agriculture (314,000) 

The other big portion of new jobs 
(263,000) came from the self-employed, 
most of it likely to be in the informal sector or 
the so-called “underground economy.” Only 
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98,000 jobs that pay wages or salaries were 
created, а mere 13 percent of the new jobs. 

Note that about half (16.2 milion or 50.1 per- 
cent) of our curently employed workers are 
wage and salary workers. I these types of workers 
аге now only increasing by the tens of thousands, 
“while the informally employed are increasing by 
the hundreds of thousands, the share of those in 
‘more formal employment must be deteriorating, 

Furthermore, over one-third (12 million 
out of a total 32 million) of the workers were 
in part-time jobs, that is, worked less than 40 
hours a week or 8 hours a day. And over one 
third of these part-timers (4.4 million) 
worked less than half-time. In short, we don't 
only need to create more jobs, we need to cre- 
ate better jobs as well. 


Wrong move 

Across the regions, Metro Manila stands 
out as having the highest unemployment rate 
(15 percent), almost twice the national aver- 
age. Also exceeding the national average are 
Calabarzon with 10.2 percent, Central Luzon 
with 9.7 percent, and ilocos with 9.1 percent. 

On the other hand, the lowest unemploy- 
ment rates were posted in Cagayan Valley 
(3.2 percent), ARMM (3.3 percent), and the 
‘Zamboanga Peninsula (3.7 percent). 

All this only goes to show that people from 
far-flung regions who keep flocking to Metro 
Manila and its surrounding provinces hoping 
to find a better life are probably doing the 
wrong thing. They are likely to end up jobless 
and in worse poverty—not to mention worse 
health and security from the pollution and 
criminality they will have to contend with. 


Prices picking up 

The inflation rate jumped up from 6.7 per- 
cent in January to 7.6 percent in February, a 
result being attributed to the imposition of 
the 2 percentage point hike in the VAT rate. 

But a closer examination would indicate that 
there must be more to it than the higher VAT, as 
prices of food, which is mostly VAFexempt, accel- 
erated by almost as much as non-food prices did, 

Whatever it was, price increases have been 
speeding up since 2003, when the inflation 
rate had held steady at about 3 percent for 
two years, but picked up to 5.5 percent in 
2004, and on to 7.6 last year. 

‘The price outlook remains somewhat hazy, 
as much of it depends on factors beyond our 
control, especially world oil prices which 
have been rather volatile lately. On the other 
hand, the strengthening of the peso has been 
a positive influence on prices. 

But don't jump for joy on this: it comes at 
the cost of more fundamental challenges to 
the jobs, livelihoods and purchasing power of 
millions of Filipinos in the export sectors, do- 
mestic manufacturing, and OFW families. Yet 
another manifestation of that age-old eco- 
nomic maxim: you can't have a free lunch 
(Comments welcome at chabito@ateneo.edu.) 
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ING expects peso to further appreciate to 451 


high as 45:51 in the next two even surpassing Goldman Sachs’ to four years ago, and peaked at 
years. prediction that the local currency 50.88:$1 despite continuing po- 

DUTCH FINANCIAL GIANT ING 

Bank sees the peso surging to as 


flow that had helped lift the peso 
against the greenback. 

The Philippines posted а BOP 
surplus of $2.03 billion in the first 
two months of the year, nearly three 
times the $685 million recorded in 
the same period last year 

“The January-February surplus 
was $1.3 billion wider year-on- 
year, which highlights the pres- 


sure on the central bank as it at- 
tempts to dissipate some of the 
"upward pressure,” Condon said. 

‘The BOP measures the foreign 
exchange transactions between 
the domestic economy and the 
rest of the world. 

The peso has been appreciat- 
ing since the start of the year. 

It hit levels not seen since close 


This was the most bullish out- would rise to 48:$1 over the next litical uncertainties. 

look on the peso published so far, 12 months. As of last Friday, the peso closed 
In a commentary dated March at 51,04 against the US dollar. 

17, ING economist Tim Condon Not everybody is cheering the 

said the country's strong balance strengthening peso, however, as 

of payment position in the first some exporters and economics 


two months of the year indicated had said that there were conse- 
the extent of foreign exchange in- quences to a strong peso. 
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Tho Provincial Government of Capiz thu йз BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


The Ethanol Alliance said the 
Invites Interested supplers to аўру for eligbity and to bid for he project 


automotive industry would not 
likely be caught off guard by the 
passage of a bill that would man- 
date the sale and use of ethanol- 
blended gasoline as implementa- 
tion would be phased. 

Under the pending biofuels 
bill, the mandatory sale and use 
of ethanol-blended gasoline will 
start two years after the effectivi- 
ty ofthe law. 

“This should give all stakehold- 
ers sufficient time to prepare; 
the Ethanol Alliance said. 

The group said that while the 
worries of vehicle manufacturers 
were “understandable,” these 
should not serve as a hurdle to 
the country's goal of becoming 
energy self-sufficient through the 
use of alternative transport fuels. 
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PUSHING FOR THE USE OF 
ethanol blended gasoline, the Philip- 
pine Fuel Ethanol Alliance continues 
to hold dialogs with the Chamber of 
‘Automotive Manufacturers of the 
Philippines Ine. (Campi) to get their 
endorsement for the product. 

The Ethanol Alliance said it ap- 
preciated Campis openness in 
continuing to hold discussions on 
the mater of using ethanol- 
blended gasoline. 

The group also allayed Campi's 
apprehensions that vehicle man- 
ufacturers would not have 
enough time to modify their en- 
gines, if necessary, to accommo- 
date а 5 percent ethanol content 
in gasoline, which would eventu- 
ally be increased to 10 percent. 
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ICTSI profit 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


hits P1.3B 


at the company’s international 
operations provided most of the 
increase in full year earnings rela- 
tive to the prior year. 

Foreign operations contributed 34 
percent of 20055 consolidated net 
income, as compared with 27 per- 
cent in 2004 and a net loss in 2003. 

Razon, however, was disap- 
pointed with his company’s per- 
formance at home. 

ICTSI handled consolidated 
1.838 million twenty foot equiva- 
lent units (TEUs) of cargo in 
2005, 2.5 percent more than the 
1.793 million handled in 2004. 


PORT OPERATOR INTERNATION- 
al Container Terminal Services, 
Inc. (ICTSD earned P1.3 billion in 
2005 compared to P1.1 billion the 
previous year as strong perfor- 
‘mance from its foreign operations 
continued to boost revenues. 

ICTSI chair and CEO Enrique 
К. Razon Jr. described 2005 as a 
“record year” despite the relative- 
iy minor income restatements 
brought about by a shift in ac- 
counting standards. 

Continued strong performance 
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Nature of Business: 


For more information, please call 
813-4396 / 840-0196 / 813-6848 
Local 804 to 805. 


is just PhP500.00. Inclusive of: Buffet lunch, morning 
snacks, and a 6-month subscription to PC Magazine. 


Selected participants shall be contacted prior to the event and shall be given instructions on how 


ents. Once payment is received, the selected partcipanis shall be given 
CODES. Only interested parties with confirmation codes shall be accepted 


PC Magazine reserves the right to pre-select the participants for the above seminars. 
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under the Lenovo name. ThinkCentre service and support continues to be available from IBM in many countries. Find out more at lenmvo.com/ph 


Lc] 


= i 
БОЁ 


5.2. 
28 


zi 


28 
H 


Base, 
255852) 
Beek 
8255. 
~ pababa 


зв; 
БЕЙ 
ENSE 


2353 Rl 
REB 
Na 


BR 


танна, т) T TIT 
[ed ome | INNOVATIONS. m Paano desktops with special upgrades: 
es II Im 5 pa 
KA | ESET CPP LASA a 
шош os et 
PANG Bran d 
(533 MHz FSB) (800 MHz FSB) (3.0eGHz, 800 MHz FSS) (941 7AC1) PHP10,295' 
Bi bi i ea tel mum ud Iouis UND 
„йине ссср cede pagbaon paaa maa a 
пз næ dus 80GB SATA HDD, CD-ROM Orive .. | 80GB SATA ноо, CD-ROM Drive, 8068 SATA НОО. CD-RW Drive. (6189816) РНР2295 
005) CAN ИВО еси 
пеле ЛО ата, | еа ол ша сс | ИНИ 
Bp FA Go aa Maala 
—— ac bii | Regma t Verc Pics | или comes mon. slau razon SONA 
Country Equivalent — Equivalent Equivalent at only PHP37,195. 2.8GHz, DVD-ROM Orme (9215A6A) (73P2686) PHP7,098' 


EEE t 
шышы 9 ош NM неа cr тко PHP52,495 «cw |: сордоон 
apan an 7 43.795: | 

United Kingdom Pound 1.442593 1.757800 , өппө ' S1218 PC2-4200 DOR SDRAM 
d Poen I MESI |PHP47,295 ons GAS NPA? A 
иаа Fane D MEC. 

arada jolar 07120 7604 em ч Е ۴ GING 
Singapore Dollar. 0.507533 0.618429 ? With the Think Express Program, ThinkCentre desktops are preconfigured with your business and your budget in mind | 
Australia Dolar 0602954 0794700 i = 
Bahrain Dinar" 2177682 2653505 
Saul Arabia па 0218805 0280038 
Brunel Dolar 050509 0616922 
Indonesia Rupiah 0000089 0000100 


КШ ra E RS Contact our authorised resellers today. lenovo. 


Euro Buro 100000 1218500 
Argentina Peso 026703 0325733 
ваш Real 0з? 0.475059 DE ене NE 

Denmark Kroner 0134043 0.163932 comput мик» o ages. eS) Han eae, inn + Med Орн Sts 
inda Rupes 0й®® 0.022573 1 ОШ o au Пар Capron 20:067777 Persona Comp pec e ЗИ + Use Comp Sens, SAE 

Malaysia fingit 022155 0250978 Xe TUS M ui Dept et nn Anac cans Cop СУПИ * Adana Sats 26835 « Nis Spes 801005 2073 ара, 
Menco Now Peso ФА 0.083976 e oe ata ne Ga ya Stes lcs ис ISSA” Combi Баварије 240993 e zo LE Star Сирия ЫРУ, uote Oca Ss 
Now Zealand Dolar 05:26 063916 a AT BLOOD e MG Bees Seon, c 377726 Mn mag internationa, Сир М en Pace chan Da. 
Norway Kroner 0724808 01182219 Таан Piet Qut ТЛ малени Coen УЛЫ Magis atero rapa HMM Мориа hs nc 8337454 е Me 0092009 Paw А 
Pakistan Rupee 0013059 001664 1 иза a Бе КЭ? > Scr Yay Сарае Сона 37605» Younes Sun Capron 88576275 Wan Capt Ses, с. 7529090 «Wien 
South Area and Giog 0.182075 Шады оцу эз 7277632 eba Siem Corporation 3668399 

Korea Won 000000 0.001008 тшше и нш клы ары ion amd o 0 BU gt es vun ed mt wae иени Бы Wr ai аниа по ова, 
Sweden Kroner 0107017 0.130400 ume ie a sac to a PP a CE. ‘tng ena ose 
Syra Pound 0016810 0.019264 ен па SN 

Танап Nr Dolar 0205302 0.030831 
Venezuela Вомаг 0000382 000065 


BS. 
B 88888 8888888888 


SEE 
ac = BA 


E 


28: 


[ЕН 

PLDT Ios Pret Sarias Aa 

PLDT 105 Pret Senes Dd 
WARRANTS, 


ABS-CBN Mags. Corp. (Pa Hh 


1 


pe 


8 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006 


‘INFOTECH 


Textus your feedback: inquirer it name/age/citylmessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


E-mail: pr. info tech@inquirercom.ph 


Editor Leo Magno 


iBlog, iPodcast: Citizen journalism using tech 


By Leo Magno 
(Third offour parts) 


WE HAVE DISCUSSED WHY NEW 
i media citizen journalists—bloggers 
1 and podcasters in_particular—are 
getting influential, if we are to define 
influence as being noticed and lis- 
tened to by government, mainstream 
media and the 
public. We have al- 
so discussed the 
pitfalls of referring 
to this trend as a 
“anew form of journalism. We have also 
heard from mainstream media and 
T from new media publishers who, they 
* Said, do not even consider themselves 


HX flies that refuse to go away. But why 
У do charges of sedition and active cen- 
sorshipstill occur? Why are blogs and 
podcasts being monitored by govern- 
ment? Why is there a seeming insect 
rity on the part of traditional media? 
Why should new media grassroots 
^ journalism be considered a threat? 
Blogs and podcasts are disruptive 
technologies. They arrive at the party, 
"offer something new, start playing a 
jew song and dance to a new beat, 
they tear the pifiata down and before! 
‘you know it the tables have been 
Zoverturned and the party will never 
“be the same again. That party is tradi- 
“tional media—television, radio and 
print. Any new addition to a set with 
the potential to disrupt established 


SPECIAL REPORT 


norms would naturally be seen as a 
threat. Traditional media is pushed 
‘out of its comfort zone of having the 
final say on matters of news and opin- 
ion. Traditional media may even feel 
that with grassroots journalism they 
may become disenfranchised. 


Old habits, new habits 

Perhaps blogs, podcasts and new 

media in general are seen as threats 
because of 

changing infor 
mation assimi- 
* lation behaviors 
ofthe audience. 

“Already today, some blogs have 
more regular readers than major na- 
tionwide newspapers in the United 
States," said Ronald Meinardus of the 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation. 
“Blogs are particularly popular with 
younger people. Once they grow old- 
er they will have different media con- 
sumption patterns ‘than todays 
adults. Lam not saying that the news- 
papers will disappear, but their share 
of the media pie will shrink.” 

Ав New York-based future media an- 
alyst and new media consultant An- 
drew Zolli said: "Why is newspaper 
readership declining? Why are people 
not going to movies? Its because people 
are making their own media, and the 
low cost of participation is allowing 
them to become co-equal participants. 
Do you think they need to ask permis- 
sion from journalists?” 

This, Zoli said, is why initially there 
will be animosity between new media 
and old media. 

“What is changing for them and for 
journalists is that the line between be- 


ing an editor and a writer is blurring,” 
he said. “The bad thing about it is that 
its becoming too politicized. A turf war 
is happening between traditional jour- 
пайыз and the new online journalists 

“Fewer people are buying newspa- 
pers and watching TV Lam conscious of 
that fact. Theyre going somewhere 
else,” said Joshua Gliddon, Australian 
reporter and blogger for The Bulletin, a 
weekly news magazine published in 
Sydney 

“think us journalists have to address 
three things today,” he said. "One is that 
we no longer set the agenda. Bloggers 
are setting the agenda. Were putting 
the reportage in the hands of the peo- 
ple. The scary part is that traditional 
media just don't get it despite the fact 
that the shift is happening and its al- 
ready here. 

“Two is that in the world of blogs and 
podcasts, people want to hear more hu- 
man voices. They want to hear real 
voices. There's a lack of trust thats 
widening between the people and tra- 
ditional media. 

“Three is that us journalists, if we're 
gonna adapt to this change, we need to 
be transparent. There is a lack of trans- 
parency and we need to admit our mis- 
takes. If we don't, someone else online 
will point them out through their blogs, 
and those mistakes will remain forev- 
= 


New watchdogs 

So here we are seeing a watchdog 
function for citizen journalists. Whereas 
the media used to have that sole func- 
tion, citizens themselves are becoming 
‘watchdogs not just of government but 
of media as well. They are becoming 
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FREE blog hosts 
like Blogger have 
madeit easier 
for ordinary 
citizens wit 
journalistic 
backgrounds to 
become their 
own reporters, 
editors and 
publishers rolled 
into one. Butis 
this good or badî 


watchdogs of the watchdogs. 

“Blogs and podcasts not only 
pull media consumers away 
from the traditional media, in 
some cases they are also rather 
critical of the traditional me- 
dia,” said Meinardus. “Slipping 
into the role of the watchdog of 
newspapers, radio programs 
and television, is just one ofthe 
innovations. I find even more 
important that blogs and pod- 
casts target specific audiences 
the traditional media do not 
reach. They fill niches which 
the traditional media simply 
cannot deal with. The new 
term being used for this is ‘nar- 
rowcasting as opposed to 
broadcasting,” 

“Blogging is a powerful tool 

of freedom of expression that 
has enthused millions of ordi- 
nary people,” said Julien Pain, 
head of the Internet Freedom 
Desk of Reporters Without Bor- 
ders. “Passive consumers of in- 
formation have become ener- 
getic participants in a new kind 
of journalism—what United 
States blog pioneer Dan Gill- 
mor calls "grassroots joumal- 
ism—by the people, for the 
people. I think that bloggers 
and citizen joumalists have a 
role to play in this field. They 
monitor whats being said in 
mainstream media and very of- 
ten correct mistakes which are 
made by traditional journal- 
ists.” 
The programs of various or- 
ganizations like the Committee 
to Protect Bloggers, the Re- 
porters Without Borders and 
the Poynter Institute may stand 
Witness to the growing influ- 
ence of grassroots journalism 
and the effort of individual citi- 
zens to join the public sphere 
vianew media. 

For instance, the Committee. 
to Protect Bloggers has been 
acting as a clearing house for 
information on incarcerated 
‘members of the blogging com- 
munity. In cooperation with 
the Committee to Protect Jour- 
пайыз, it is monitoring global 
free speech rights violations 
and is listing down the harass- 
ment of bloggers by authoritar- 
ian governments, whether or 
not they are journalists. 

The Reporters Without Bor- 
ders is helping spread the word 
about expression suppression 
worldwide. It has set upa dedi- 
cated Internet Freedom Desk 
and is issuing a Handbook for 
Bloggers and Cyber-dissidents 
to help the cause of free speech 
online. It has even institution- 
alized the “Freedom Blog 
“Awards,” which Malaysia's Jeff 
Ooi won last year. 

The Poynter Institute has ac- 
tively been conducting train- 
ings on how to incorporate 
new media channels like blog- 
ging and podcasting into the 
mainstream. The idea is to har- 
ness views from the grassroots 
and lift that up to mainstream 
media for a wider, more estab- 
lished audience base. 

Given that these journalists 
organizations are now protect- 
ing new media expression, we 
are seeing the two worlds of 
grassroots expression and tra- 
ditional media crossing paths 
These organizations are giving 
due recognition to bloggers 
and podcasters. 

“1 expect mainstream media 
to become more personal and 
less corporate in reaction to the 
blogging and podcasting 
trends,” said Steve Outing, se- 
nior editor at the Poynter Insti- 
tute, “Also, more professional 
journalists who blog for tradi 
tional media companies are be- 
ing allowed to publish without 
pre-publication editing. So 
blogging and podcasting have 


loosened things up consider- 
ably already” 

So perhaps, instead of being 
seen as a threat, citizen jour- 
тайыз and grassroots journal- 
ism should be viewed as part- 
ners in elevating ideas to those 
who hold power. Perhaps this is 
precisely why people who hold 
power perceive citizen journal- 
ism as a threat. Could we be 
headed toward a combination 
of mainstream and grassroots 
media, or are the two irrecon- 
cilably different? 


Quo vadis? 

Earlier, we heard bloggers 
and podcasters themselves de- 
clare that they are not joumal- 
ists, However, we have also 
heard experts say that grass- 
roots joumalism enabled by 
technologies like blogging and 
podcasting should become or 
are already becoming part of 
mainstream media. Will jour- 
пайыз disappear? Whereis ай 
this headed? 

А 2005 Pew Internet report 
(http://wwwpewinter- 
netorg/PPF/1/14/re- 
port displayasp) shows that 
while 27 percent of Intemet 
users read blogs, 62 percent 
didn't know what a blog was. 
“And so blogging is moving into 
the daily part of online infor- 
mation gathering. Readers до 
not need to know whether it is 
a blog or not people just read 
them as they would any other 
source on the Web, without 
worrying about technical dif- 
ferences. 

With this in mind, do blog- 
ging and podcasting have a 
chance of becoming viable 
sources of information in the 
future? 

“Yes, but thats a qualified 
yes," said Outing of the Poynter. 
Institute. "Within both blog- 
ging and podcasting are a wide 
range of users—from profes- 
sional journalists using those 
new media tools, all the way 
down to teenagers blogging 
and podcasting for fun. But in 
between, there definitely are 
some non-ournalists who are 
doing high-quality work, and 
some of it is quite credible. So, 
for readers and listeners of 
blogs and podcasts, it takes 
some analysis to figure out if 
they're reading or listening to a 
credible source. With most 
(not all traditional media, 
you already have some assur- 
ance of credibility because of 
the existing brand name.” 

The Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation’s Meinardus, al- 
though a liberal thinker with 
his own podcast, prefers to 
tread with caution. 

“Media are instruments of 
communication for the infor- 
mation and entertainment of 
the people,” he said. “In a 
democracy, they play a crucial 
role in controlling government. 
‘Their existence, and also their 
freedom, is essential for liberal 
societies, Blogs and podcasts 
are new—almost revolution- 
ary—media. 1 call them do-t- 
yourself media. Everybody 
with just a lite technical in- 
frastructure, basically not more 
than a PC and an Intemet con- 
nection, can be his or her own 
publisher. This is a fundamen- 
tal democratization of the me- 
dia. It abolishes the so-called 
gatekeepers. In the traditional 
media, the gatekeepers, basi- 
cally the editors and publish- 
ers, control what is published 
and what is not. This is no 
longer the case today" 


Journalistic standards 
This does not mean, howev- 

er, that journalists will be re- 

placed by bloggers and pod- 


casters, 
plained: 

“Editors safeguard profes- 
sional standards. Many blogs 
and podcasts lack journalistic 
professionalism. 1 assume it 
will not take long and the mar- 
ket will sort out the blogo- 
sphere. Only the good ones 
with a clear message and an 
acceptable standard of presen- 
tation will survive and com- 
pete with traditional media.” 

Meinardus believes that tra- 
ditional media will not disap- 
pear with the coming of newer 
forms of media. 

“This is not the first time 
that weve heard of the ap- 
proaching demise of tradition- 
al media,” he said. “On more 
than one occasion, newspa- 
pers, radio and television have 
proven capable of adapting 
and surviving.” 

Curt Hopkins, director ofthe 
Committee to Protect Bloggers, 
shared the same thoughts. 

“Journalism is work,” said 
Hopkins. “It takes experience 
to figure out what the story is, 
how to research it and how to 
interview, how to write in the 
most effective manner. Jour- 
nalism will not be replaced by 
blogging. It’s too hard. But it 
has already been affected by it 
and augmented by it. There are 
bloggers who are essentially 
journalists, journalists who are 
bloggers and bloggers who 
tend toward journalism.” 

Just because one has access 
to new media, said Nokia vice 
president for multimedia Mau- 
то Montanaro, it does not 
mean that the content will be 
better than the ones found in 
traditional media. 

“The problem is that as bar- 
riers to entry are getting lower 
and more people are becoming 
reporters, it doesn't mean that 
the content is getting better” 
he said. "Thats why we stil 
need the professionalism in 
there when people start be- 
coming reporters and camera- 
menon their own.” 


Old dog, new tricks 

So traditional media has 
staying power and will пог dis- 
appear because of the inherent 
shortcomings of new media, 
but perhaps the mainstream 
could also take some tips from 
new media on how torevitalize 
reporting. The strength of per- 
sonal grassroots reports is that 
they offer views and perspec- 
tives that often differ from the 
tired, old and monolithic ways 
of TV radio and newspaper re- 
porting. 

‘The traditional view is that 
immediacy is the most impor- 
tant ingredient in the news re- 
porting concoction—whoever 
breaks the news first while re- 
taining accuracy is the winner 
But maybe people are looking 
fora different perspective aside 
from quick flash reports. 

у think there's newsflash fa- 
tigue' in the world,” said media 
analyst Tyler Brule in an inter- 
view with CNN. “There's been 
a slight loss of sense of urgency 
now. People want to see not 
just breaking news but also a 
view of what happened the 
whole day. People want per- 
spective and that’s provided by 
people in the places where the 
news happens, so we have 
blogs and podeasts from this 
‘country or that, to give a local 
flavor of what truly happened. 
‘And without this perspective in 
‘TV, we might see the death of 
the rolling 24-hour newsflash.” 

"These, according to Brule, 
are being done by new media 
and could be integrated into 
mainstream media to reinvigo- 
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rate news reporting. collaboration between mainstream 5 
“The challenge is rethinking the media and citizen journalists. So 
game he said. "The rolling 24. far they compete. hope that in the WI the World's Leader 
hour news channels are not limited future they'll be able to work to- palakan т T— a " 
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tion of targeting, but the problem is does best. We're at the beginning of If specialty label printing is your game, we know just the right stripe for you! 
pretty much everyone is chasing a revolution for mainstream medi ee 
the same angle. The likes of Yahoo! They have to catch the train of citi" 
and Google aggregate all of these zen journalism, or they'll be in seri- 
points of view and analyses coming ous trouble.” 
from blogs so they offer a better e i o maj 
overall view beyond the news- Goingmainstream 
flash.” ‘Asked if he thought that five 
"This kind of integration Brule re- years from now, blogs and podcasts 
ferred to may already be happening "would become part of mainstream 
as citizen joumalism slowly be- media, Pain replied: А 
comes part of the mainstream. This “I hope so. But maybe in five проме 202642 FM 110 XililPlus 
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Tech Support and 
Maintenance 
for SMBs: 
Prevention and Cure 


By Ricky Banaag, Country Manager, 
Intel Microelectronics Philippines Ine. 


Investment in information technology by smal nd medi 
um business (SMBs) in Asin is skyrocketing, Afer weather- 
{ng the economie downtum, 5М are now looking to grow 
thei business using information technology (IT with anar- 
yaa predic а remarkable increase of 19% in SMB teh 
‘ology spending in 204, However buying hardware is oniy 
the fee step, The way tis technology is managed will ret 
ly net how profitable he investment wil be. 

‘Support ond maintenence costs SMBS a prest deul of ine 
and money. Accordi to Gartner, the purchase price ofa new 
personal computer (PC) accounts for only 201030 per cent of 
The total cos of owning that PC, with the rest going to sup- 
porting and mining ths hardware? These support cosis 
Fae substantially for older systems, driving up the operi- 
Tional expenses Ба vomprise most of the 70 to 80 per cent OF 
велом] costo owning a computer? 

‘With TP investment aring and system complexity in- 
reni, IT support s crucial o all businesses. System. 
downtime ойе rans to lost business. So how should an 
‘SMB effectively manage its T system? 

TheOuisk Cure 

When youre ill you usually see a doctor. I youre teh 
nology shows symptoms of a glitch, call your "digilal docto" 
your vendor help des. Below are some tips to assis the 
зар desk technician assess anû fix the problemn: 

Right problem, right person 

"The most portant cemento remember when talking 10 
lps patience! Just as your doctr Lakes time to walk 
‘trough your symptoms before developing a dingnsis, help 
ik technicians must ato walk through your systems symp- 
топы. Tey to be patient as the technician assesses your prob- 
Jem and identifies a solution. 

‘Occasionally e help desk technician may require a see- 
ond opinion о accwately pin point Ве couse of he problem, 
Just as you would seck the advice of a medical specials 
don be afraid oak for assistance from a higher level eng 
ccr or manager if needed. It can sometimes sve quia 
tins, 
keep Detailed Logs 

Tike doctors Кер records of your medical history, keepa У 
record cach of your technical problems and the solutions of- 
fired by їн helpdesk, The еп spent documenting prob- 
lems can help reduce the long-term coss of your system sup- 
portes you will know howto resolve these problems they 
rise apn. E п 
"The Preventatise Apnronsh 
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он рене wold rale oid geting sek mher en | | А Г 
teg age ona er bss, Moni a preventive Р 
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technology, prevention starts with good technology planning: 
‘Below wre a few considerations to help prevent system down- 
tine and reduce mnimenance cosis. 

Regular PC Replacement Program 5 \ 

Regardless of brand, your technology should be ситен. 

‘The optimum Бесус i three yes Гога desktop PC and 
two years for notebooks. Beyond this timeframe, maine 
nce and upgrades can cost more than replacing the emire 
ФРС moy sound strange, but without scheduling regular up- 
ше, companies tend 10 practi a "cash and bum" ap- 
pronch to FT maimenanee. By replacing computers only 
When they fail, they not only mis ош on the productivity 
{sins of more current computers, but they also wind up with 
‘ovens of different hardware configurations and ouo-due. 
Sofware, costing more in ongoing maiatenanee long trm. 
Orchestrating technical support for such а haphazard system 
‘wll be а fal ime job even if you only have a few of these 
biting computers 


E Wiy buy he es PT can afford? 

А А sicily powerful, balanced system allows 
multitasking (о operne effectively, For example, PCs 
equipped wi the latest technologies sch as th ntl 
Ped D processor enables users to тиз and pro- 
em background ass more eile. With two proces 
Sor cores, a PC сап handle more applications or prograns 
"one ше. This means, more system maintenance, such 
fs virus sofware, backup and indexing, ca occur while 
ou ше doing work, ich means es Time spent on the 
hone o Па problems. 

‘Because aging computers car handle complex appli- 
cations they can bea huge burden: This sidetrucks you 
fiom your cote business responsibilities and ега 


mnómnce overhead, Iuding to more complex and 
Sos ssim. The older the PC, he more coss accum 
Tue Тие, human resources and component paris are ге. 
шей end repas cin be expensive 


Keeping your stem sinple 
keeping your system simple by stundardizing hardware 

and software can lower the support costs in Ihe long run 

imagine how mih time ам eon is wasted evening he processor you can increase efficiency and Че 

‘wee if you nc o тоЫк-#һоо he same problem of your business. It has the power to automat 

PCs ram dierent manufacturers. " d i timê f 

Conclusion and other time-intensive administra y \ 
Managingan T system sliould be looke at asan oppor of your clients and personally close s || 

ig ora bunden, When your systern is ranning snwcolhly, ts elationship with software an 

benefits euaol be underestimated. А study nhe US, found жр Өр! 


ЖУК af nl compre бп ш йек бшп би 1O deye or your business, And how our nah Pentium D 
foll shutdown like this is uncommon, Jt usually only results T help P | inside 
‘when a compuny does Hule or nothing 10 maintain thor IT www intelcom/apac/builtin/smt 


run smoother than a personal touch, And with 
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Republic of the Philippines 
City of Cebu 
COMMITTEE ON AWARDS 


INVITATION TO BID 


The City of Cebu, through Its Committee on Awards invites individuals/corporations to bid for the 
disposal of the following Cebu City lot: 
The property to be disposed Is a Cebu City owned lot with a land area of 
‘exactly Forty Six Thousand Three Hundred Forty Five (46,345) square meters. 
located at General Maxllom Avenue, North Reclamation Area (currently 
‘occupied by the city's Department of Public Services), covered by TCT Мо. 
7-2449. 
Salo will be through public bidding. Minimum bid price is Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Pesos 
(P12,500.00) per square meter. 
All bids must be accompanied by a bid bond in the form of cash or Manager's Check in an amount 
equivalent to twenty (20%) of the bid amount. Bidders bond of ай losing bids shall be returned when 
the award is decided. 
All particulars relative the Bid Security, Evaluation of Bids and Award shall be governed by the pertinent 
provisions of COA Circular 92-386, Rules and Regulations on Supply and Property Management in 
the Local Governments. 
The schedule of activities is as follows: 
Activities 
Receipt from prospective bidders 
of Letters of Intent (LOI) 
Issuance of Bid Documents 
'Site Inspection. 


‘Schedule 
March 15-30, 2006 


Venue 
City Admin. Office 


March 15-90, 2006. 
March 31, 2006, 8-12 РМ 
4, Pre-Bid Conference. March 31, 2006, 2:00 PM | Cly Admin. Office. 
5. Receipt and Opening of Bids Apri 11, 2006, 3:00 РМ | City Admin. Office 
The Committee on Awards wil issue Bidding Documents to bidders upon payment of a non-refundable 
amount of Php 10,000.00 to the Cebu City Cashier. 

The City Government of Cebu assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or indemnify 
bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of their bids. 


City Admin. Office 
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> BS. 
e: courses 


2 
> 
license 


SS ae 


SALES ENGINEERS 


vil Eng’g., Architecture Graduate or any other related 


> Experienced in selling construction materials an advantage 
but not necessary 
> Not more than 30 years of age 


FIELD INSPECTOR ENGINEERS 


Male, Graduate or Undergraduate in Civil Engineering 
> With technical know how in actual measurements 
> Must know how to drive motorcycle, and with valid driver's 


Not more than 27 years of age 


1 MECHANICAL ENGINEER 


> Male, Graduate or Undergraduate in Mechanical Engineering 
> Working experience in machinery 


CALL: Tel. 8951830 / 8967435 


MANILA GOLF AND Country CLUB, Inc. 
Haavaro Roan, Forses PARK, Makan City 


March 20, 2006 


NOTICE OF AUCTION SALE 


TO ALL MEMBERS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC: 


The Bidding Committee of Manila Golf and Country Club, 
Inc., hereby announces the auction sale of the following 
described property: Y 
(а) One (1) individual proprietary membership 
certificate, 
(b) One (1) corporate proprietary membership 
certificate, 


Any interested party may submit his/its written bid 
beginning today until 4:00 p.m., March 31, 2006 to the 
Office of the Club's General Manager. 


The bid shall be subject to the following conditions: 


(a) Minimum bid of P11,500,000.00 for individual 
proprietary membership certificate. 


APOLLO MINERAL RESOURCES INC. 
паа 
те varan? 


NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
STOCKHOLDERS MEETING 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A SPECIAL 
MEETING OF ALL STOCKHOLDERS OF APOLLO 
MINERAL RESOURCES, INC., wil be held on 18 Apr! 
2006 in the afternoon at Unit G, 11th Foor, Strata 100 
Building, F. Ortigas Jr. Avenue (formerly Emerald 
Avenue), Ortigas Center, Pasig City, lo discuss the 
winding up ol the business afar of the corporation 

When registering your attendance а! the 
aforementioned special stockholders meeting, please 
present any valid form о! Identification, such as 
‘Company LD.. passport or driver's icense. 

it you cannot personally attend the meeting and 
would ike to be represented by a Proxy, a writen and 
Signed copy of the Proxy must be recelved by the 
undersigned not later than Ара 7, 2008. In case of a 
Corporation, the Proxy must be signed by duly 
‘authorized ойсо. 

Pasig Сау, March 16, 2008. 


(504) ELENA T. PEREZ 
Acting Corporate Secretary 


(pot mare 28,27 A 3.206) 


(808) TOMAS А. OSMENA 
Chairman. 


"PERFECT: LOGISTICS 
PHILS: ING. 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 


|соноялнел WARTS. 
reus sro. enses 


ADULT CIRCUMCISION 


SKIN DISEASES 
ALLERGIES RE CURRENT, 
‘UT ALMORANAS, 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
INFERTILITYIMPOTENCE 
IMOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL | 
KELODPAP SMEAR 
COMPLETE LABORATORY 
Gama Bis. No Pure St, 
Cubao, QC. 
lores a to 6 Pu WOK to SAT 


TEL. NOS. 4392706 
437389879139474. 


MEGA SALE 
NEW ARRIVAL EVERY WEEK 
ALL UNITS ARE GUARANTEED FRESH IMPORT 


(o 
eq 


[m 


LEASE-TO-OWN 
Limited Units Only! 


(Sgd.) CESAR C. CRUZ 
Chairman, Bidding Committee 


Golf Hill Terraces 


Minimum bid of P12,000,000.00 for corporate 
proprietary membership certificate. 
Bids shall be accompanied by manager's check 
lent to 20% of the bid price payable to the 
Manila Golf and Country Club, inc. and ће balance 
within three (3) days from notice of bid acceptance. 
Exemption from the transfer fee of P300,000.00. 
Certificate will be issued immediately upon receipt 
of full payment and documentary stamp taxes. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


In compliance with PCAB Rules and Regulations 
‘governing the accreditation of contractors, notice 
is hereby given that DSB CONSTRUCTION & 
SUPPLY owned by DANTES. BOMBALES has 
changed its Business Name to DSB 
CONSTRUCTION & SUPPLY, INC. with 
business address at Magaysay Avenue, 
Bacacay, Albay. Following are the Board of 
Directors and Members of DSB Construction and 
Supply, Ino. 
President 


18t/so;Sear UP Ateneo 
adj. Ayala Heights QC 
867-8913 to 17 


LOR Fomm 10.1 LORO 


NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 

Inconpnceve Seton SARA Na S048, arate ory 
sened o spe тш Eater L Meteor as бей т т OC a 
nb стуу алата Yon Marya o Ener De Carts 
se вет ins Lee wo was bom on Dacerter 3. 1348 al 
Mari ny snd we prs me ша Ls and t более. 

Any резол oves acid by saa paan тау е на 
чел егет oce olia тел Maan 28,2008. 


SEND YOUR RESUMES INSTANTLY 


PAANAN D inr tds eee prets БА 


(Sos) NORMA S. DIPUTADO 
O Ont ager 


EEEE 


DANTE S. BOMBALES 
Treasurer in Trust 
ROSARIO R. BOMBALES 
Secretary 
MA. CORAZON B. ROMANO 
Board Members: 
NIKKI ANDREA R. BOMBALES 
REGINDA R. BARCENAS 
СЕТУ 


BUY*SELL'PAWN 


WATCHES 
JEWELRY 


HIGHEST APPRAISAL 
8040484/8342886. 


24-HOUR 
HOTLINES 


CALL POEA 


722-1144 or 722-1155 


КУЛА. 


Aton v nna 
wa. D rif 


PTAA INDUCTION OF OFFICERS 

Shown from left are: Ma. Bella Cantada - VP for Administration; 
Maucie Cuna - VP for Outbound; Ma.Paz Alberto - Secretary 
General; Tellie Francisco - Asst. Secretary General; Lulu Velasco 
= Treasurer; Paul So - Auditor; Jose Clemente Ill - President; 
Congressman Edgar Chatto - Chairman, Committee on Tourism; 
Teodoro Bautista - Trustee, Norma Cacho - Public Relations 
Officer; John Paul Cabalza - Trust: jelle Sierra - Trustee; 
Sylvia Sangco-Trustee; Mary Chua - Trustee; Chiqui Teotico - 
VP for Inbound 


DOLE: 750,000 new jobs improve 


employment level in January 


ACTING LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT SECRETARY MANUEL G. IMSON 
reported that the country's employment situation markedly improved in 
January 2006 as the total employment volumes nationwide rose by 750,000 
compared with the same period last year. Imson, in a memorandum to 
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, said that this transiates to an employ- 
ment growth of 2.4 percent, "which is a big Improvement from the marginal 
growth rate of only 0.3 percent posted in 2004." Complementing the local 
employment growth, the Acting Labor Chief said that the DOLE's optimized 
‘marketing efforts earlier resulted in the global deployment, in 2005, of 
988,363 overseas Filipino workers (OFWs), or a growth rate of 5.87 percent 
(54,795) compared to 933,588 in 2004. Imson apprised the President that 
local employment growth was recorded strongest in the combined agricul- 
ture, fishery and forestry sector while employment in the services sector also 
posted growth. Services employment, he sald, posted a 373,000 increase 
with all sectors registering positive employment growth, a recovery from last 
year's slump (0.2%). The growth in services employment was highest in 
private households with employed persons at 102,000, followed by whole- 
sale and retail trade (85,000), education (58,000), and real estate, renting, 
‘and business activities (44,000). He added that ай but five regions posted 
growth in employment with the highest observed in Region IV-A at 163,000 
followed by Regions ХИ and VII at 102,000 and 85,000, respectively 

Imson noted that the employment gains in agriculture and services offset 
the slight 1.9 percent decline registered in the industry sector attributed 
mainly to the seasonal slump in construction activity. 


He sald that electricity, gas and water sub-sector remained a bright spot 
after posting a five percent growth in employment from 128,000 in 2005 to 
133,000 in January 2006. 

"Occupation-wise, the share of the laborers and unskilled workers posted 
the biggest increase both in levels and percent share with 382,000 and 0.46 
percent point, respectively,” Imson further said. 

‘A total of 12 services and industry sub-sectors, along with the agriculture. 
‘sector, accounted for the 750,000 employment increment posted nationwide 
this January, Imson said. 


2" Dr. Rodrigo B. Floro Memorial Cup 


THE ASIAN HOSPITAL GOLF CLUB HEADED BY ITS PRESIDENT, DR. 
Hermogenes Villareal, will having the 2% Dr. Rodrigo B. Floro Memorial Cup 
оп Wednesday, March 22 at the Palmer Course of the Orchard Golf and 
Country Club, Gen. E. Aguinaldo Km. 27 Highway, Dasmariñas, Cavite. A 
charitable event In memory and honor of the late Dr. Rodrigo B. Floro, who 
served as the first medical director of the Asian Hospital and Medical Center 
(2002-2004), the memorial cup is envisioned to continue to help the various 
Charitable projects which Dr. Floro started during his time, among which are, 
the Tuloy sa Don Bosco Foundation and the Annual Medical/SurgicalDental 
Mission to Aklan, as well as assistance to the Aslan Hospital Charities. 
Registration is on March 22 from 8:00 to 9:30 AM at the main lobby of The 
Orchard. Shot-Gun Тее-О will start at 10:00 AM. Among the giveaways 
and raffle prizes during the awarding ceremonies at 6:00 PM are two Hole- 
One Roundtrip Business Class Tickets to the United States courtesy of Asiana 
Airlines. For more information and for pre-tournament fight arrangements, 
interested parties may call golf directors Dr. Ike Mendoza at 0917-8203900 
or Dr. Marc Reyes at 0917-5311911 


— OBITUARIES __ 
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ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


HEAD OFFICE: 897-8808 lo 
CUBAO: 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
MAKATI: 892-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 
KALAW: 528-0213; 527-3342 
MEGAMALL: 635-0219; 635-0220 


514, 516: 899-4425: 897-2535; 897-8425 (Telefax) 
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More Classified Ads on pages 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


‘*Elegant & Spacious Chapels «US-made Caskets •Сајегед Meals 
“Flowers by Holland Blooms “Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards “Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obituary Ads 


845-2440 • 845-2334 to 38 
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Incentives for new cement projects so 


HANGAAN 


Additional capacity needed 
to meet increasing demand 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


A GROUP OF REAL ESTATE 
developers and contractors are 
pushing for the entry of more ce- 
ment factories in a bid to bring 
down prices of their most impor- 
tantinput. 

Pedro C. Tario, president of the 
Chamber of Real Estate Builders As- 
sociations, said his group was in fa- 
vor of enticing new players in the 
cement industry by including it in 
the list of preferred sectors qualified 
for incentives under the govem- 
ments Investments Priorities Plan. 

“We are hopeful that such a 
move would result in more stable 
prices of cement in the near fu- 
ture,” Tario said. 

He said Creba members have 
been forced to absorb very steep in- 
‘creases in cement prices over the 
past three years. The price of 40- 
kilogram bag cement rose to a 
range of P150 to P170 from only 
about P70 in 2002. 

Creba was reacting to reports 
that cement manufacturing pro- 
jects might be able to enjoy incen- 
tives again as the government 
was considering the inclusion of 
these ventures in the IPP Cement 
manufacturing used to be in the 


IPP but was delisted three years 
ago because of excess production 
capacity. 

The government started consid- 
ering its inclusion in the list again 
after data showed the possibility of 
production falling short of the fast- 
growing demand for cement. 

Projections in the Medium-Term 
Philippine Development Plan for 
2004-2010 indicate that the con- 
struction industry's demand for ce- 
ment would grow at an average of 
12 percent a year, which means de- 
mand could reach 468 million bags 
in 2010, which is higher than the 
existing production capacity of 462 
million bags. 

But Tario said the shortage sit- 
uation was already evident de- 
spite claims of the Cement Manu- 
facturers Association of the 
Philippines about current capaci- 
tyand demand. 

“How can selling prices be at 
historic highs when demand is 
weak and there is alleged overca- 
pacity in the industry?” the Creba 
chief asked. 

Тапо said the government 
should look into the matter of the 
“true domestic supply situation” 
and not rely on reported numbers 
from existing manufacturers. 


BSP issues tougher ... һен 


was in line with the BSP' recent 
moves to tighten its own policy as a 
lender of last resort in dealing with 
banks or with the Philippine De- 
posit Insurance Corp. 

Tetangco said problem banks 
with an existing MoA with the 
BSP on prompt corrective action 
would have a better chance of 
getting emergency liquidity or 
any other government-supported 
assistance. 


framework would work on a case- 
to-case basis. A major departure 
from the В5Р5 old tack was that a 
different set of criteria had now 
been set to determine what would 
trigger the enforcement of PCA. 
"The enforcement of PCA, in the 
past, was limited to undercapital- 
ization,” the official said. "Now it 
will consider other factors, recog- 
nized under intemational stan- 
dards, that affect the viability of an 
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IN THE MARCH 6 ISSUE OF 
Newsweek, reporters Marites Vi- 
tug and Joe Cochrane wrote in the 
Periscope section: “Indeed, the 
Philippines remains so impover- 
ished that the very middie class 
thats expected to nurture political 
pluralism is actually shrinking. 

This incredible sentence is 
not a quote from a report of the 
census bureau or any of the ab- 
surd opinion survey firms that 
abound in Manila. By itself, 
Newsweek figured out that.the 
middle class is shrinking. 

Newsweek did mot say 
whether an expansion of the 
lower class caused the shrink- 
age, or some of the middle class 
sank to the lower class and/or 
rose to the upper crust. 

How did Newsweek compute 
the shrinkage? How many noses 
were counted? How many in- 
‘come tax returns were examined? 
What crystal ball was used? 

We only have to look around 
us to dispute Newsweek. If you 
drive up north of Manila on the. 
main highway you wil see 
fields planted to rice, corn, sug- 
ar cane and tobacco. If you drive 
south to Bicol, you will also see 
coconut plantations and citrus 
groves heavy with fruit. 


QUESTIONS i _ 
oF POLICIES” = 


Honeslo C. 
General WA 


Since the daytime traffic is 
dogged with cargo trucks, peo- 
ple prefer to travel at night. 
When I was in Davao two years 
ago, the sprawling banana plan- 
tations were still there. My guess 
is the Visayas is thriving as well. 

This impoverished country 
spends more on education than 
national defense. This has been 
the unwavering government pol- 
icy since before World War TI. 

Today, over 21 million—fully 
one-fourth of the population—and 
more than the population of Aus- 
tralia, are in school. This is un- 
‘matched in the Third World and, 1 
suspect, in most of the First. 

Our colleges and universities 
can accommodate quite comfort- 
ably the entire population of Singa- 
pore. Every year, half a million men 
and women eam college diplomas 
ona dizzying array of disciplines. 

In government schools, edu- 
cation up to high school is tu- 
ition free. Private schools, espe- 


Let’s cancel our Newsweek subsc 


cially Catholic schools, buttress 
“the vast educational system. 

Out of school youth is still a 
problem, but an improving 
economy should bring this prob- 
lem down. 

Because of our universal edu- 
cational system, eight million 
(almost 10 percent of the popu- 
lation) Filipinos find lucrative 
work abroad. There is no hospi- 
tal in the US that does not have a. 
Filipino doctor and nurse. 

Filipino engineers are build- 
ing roads and bridges in 
Afghanistan. A quarter of a mil- 
lion Filipino able seamen man 
ocean-going vessels, including 
American aircraft carriers. 

The Filipino woman has been 
making her mark abroad. More 
countries are discovering the fine 
Filipino nurse. President Clin- 
ton’s personal lady physician at 
the White House was a Filipino. 
After his recent heart bypass op- 
eration, a Filipino nurse took 
care of him at the ICU. Now, the 
first lady head chef at the White 
House is a Filipino. 

‘These overseas Filipino work- 
ers send back to their impover- 
ished country $10 billion a year 
through the banking system. 
Through unofficial conduit 


of India and Mexico send morg 
money home.) 4 

This cold cash is spent on new 
homes, education for the kids, 
insurance policies and to 
splurge at Star City. 3 

In multinational firms, Filipinos 
now occupy senior executive ров}: | 
tions that used to be the exclusive 
preserve of expatriate foreigners. 

Our impoverished country has 
a vibrant life insurance industry. 
The Insurance Commission re- 
ports that, in the five-year period 
ending 2003, new policies in- 
creased by an unprecedented av- 
erage of about 34 percent year 
‘The top Ше insurance firms co 
tinue to post record sales. 

This is the best indicator that 
the middle class is actually ex- 
panding. 

ОГ course, poverty still stalks 
the land. Two blocks from my. 
house is a squatter colony: Every; |t 
day, I pass by the hovels along: 
the railroad tracks. But, Ihave 
doubt that more and more gutsy, + 
Filipinos are scratching their way 
ош of poverty than ever before. ` 

wrote Newsweek that I was 1 
not renewing my subscription, 
How about you? d 


Gov't to raise .. 


the government currently gets 58 
centavos from the domestic market. 
and 42 centavos from foreign 
sources such as commercial 
sovereign bond floats and official 
development assistance (ODA) 
loans from multilateral agencies. 
“We don't know yet what the new 


+ FrompageB! 


ratio will be,” a DBOC source said. 
"Its now under study by the BSE” 

The source said the govern- 
ment would likely cut down on 
foreign commercial bond is- 
suances this year instead of giv- 
ing up cheaper ODA lending win- 
dows from foreign donors. 


For the rest of the year, the gov- 
етпелі has to raise another 
$900 million to complete its 
planned borrowing of $3.1 billion 
from foreign commercial sources. 

“If we borrow in pesos, the bet- 
ter for us because the peso is 
strong,” said another source from 
the BSP “The government should 


even prepay some commeréidl 
foreign loans.” Н 

The BSP last week announced? 
the planned prepayment of 8500? 
million worth of debts in April'orz 
six months ahead of maturity? 
taking advantage of the historic 
rise in the country's gross interffa-? 


‘Another BSP official said the PCA 


Y 
REBDDNG FOR THE LEASE OF ADDITONAL WAREHOUSE 
VOR E USE OF MOTOR POOL AND SUPPLY UNS) 


The Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth) ough бе Corporals Opera 
Budget (COB) 2006. intends to apply the sum of PRP4.320,000.09 beng he Approved Budget 
forthe Coniract (ABC) © payments under a сога for e Lease lor мо 2) years of Aditonat 
Warehouse lor tha use of he Мои Pool and Supply Unis. Виз recemed in excess ol he ABC 
stall be automatealy rejected at Bid opening. 


Phibeath now inves Bids trom ele Веб to apply fr eit and lo bid for ће Bidding 
forthe Lease of Additonal Warehouse cr the use of e Motor Poland Supply Unis, wih he 
‘lowing spectators: 

1. Location 


The locaton ol the warehouse shal be wihin опе (1) Homeler ras fom the Cile: 
‘carr. The araa must ol be subjecto оо. 


2. Basie Requirements 
Floor Aroa 


entity.” Doris C. Dumlao 


"ere nh Pepe 
PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION 
Cun Саш, 70 Shan Вода, Pg Су 
Сааса vw phami gn sh 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BD 
No, 2006-009 4 


11000 sqm: о 1200 sqm. Amay be a single ий. or wo (2) 
separate uis wih a ital area ol 1,000 som. 12059m. 
: Concrete Frish 
Wi Power supply and serviceable electrical Ighing 
Vith Waler supply and xsinginodirg атласе system 


Wih erising обоо space (endosed srt) 


Flooring 
свећу 


Other Conditions 


Free moving for a pari of ty (30) days. 
Мари ropar shal be undertaken by he lessor 
Tio musi be ree from tens and encumbrances 
Lessor guarantees расем. сопоповй and игере use ol the promises, wih 
fu bendical use of 1e leased premises. 
ари and wasting d vwhces shal ba lowo al east in ‘te oneal parton ol be 
Tho lessor shal parom te folowing: 

351. Тәлмә Солі once a oar 

382. Pest and Rodent Corel every биво (3) months 


‘Bidding wit be conducted trough open conpative bidding procedures using non-iscreonary 
postal стопа as spaced inthe Inglemantng Rules and Roguiatons Part A (RR-A) ol he 
Republic ct 184, cans known as he Government Procurement Ralorm Act" and reset 
то Fipo CatzeniSala Proptersps, oranzatons wi at lest sixty percent (8014) теген 
or outstanding capta stock belonging hens ol h Phippies, and о czens orrganzatons 
"f county Ie laws ol regulasons of whic grant simda ngris prveges io Fino Сава, 
pursuant 12 Rapu Act 3183 and suec 0 Commonweal Act 138 Only Ваз from Baers 
ho pass пе egy check wil be cpanad. Tho biddar wih the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) 
‘Sal advance 10 ihe postquakeaton stage In order o fn daarmne responsiveness ol he 
id 1o echnical and fnancal requrement ol he project The contract shal hen be aarded o 
the Lowest Calculated and Responsa Bidder (LCR) who was бота as such aher De 
postaualfeaton procedure. 


Interested Bidders may cti urhe оттовот kom ho fica o the Secretariat for the Bids 
and Awards Commiteos (OSBAC] in ha Contrat Clic ol Preah, Room 1107, 11° foor 
Cystate Conve, 709 Shaw End Pasig Cy and spect ће Bdéng Documents fom 8:30 am. 
te400 pm. 


A complete sot ol 89829 Documents may bo purchased by intrested Bidders kom March 15 lo 
29 2006 atte address hataw and upan payment of a onrlundati fe in ће amount of 
PhP3.000.00 cash. Tho prospacive Eder or  auhonzad rapresentate shal receo the 
88509 Documents personaly. 


Рыва ий od a Pre-Bd Conference pen io al голе gares on March 31, 2008 at 
{0:30 am. ai he OSBAC Conlerence Room (fn. 1109 PyHasth Central Otice, TT or 
пума Conve, 709 Shaw Bid. Brgy. Orato, Pas CY. 


Buds and озубњу roqurements musi bo ноге lo he OSBAC Conference Room on or 
before April 17, 206, 10:30 a.m. The oficial imo shal be based on е wal cioch cated at he 
ОБВАС Conference Room. Lale Bids shal not be excepted 


Bid opening shall be on Apri 17, 2006, 1:30 a.m. t OSBAC Conference Room. Bis wil bo 
‘Opened m to presenca ol a Biker rapresertabves who choos io atang 


Phiteoth shal require he prospective bidders o submit copy of contacts wit бе relevant 
ипо ol CY 2004 ond CY 2005 honor angang, completed or awarded but not yel stated. 


Рыва reserves Во right 1o capt or reject any Bd, 1o anal the bidding proces. and to 
таш а! ids a any те ptor lo contract award, witout hereby штаб any kabit 10 the 
‘Sete Bader or Воот. 


(об ot he Secretariat o Io Bids and Awards Comics in the Cortal Oca 
Mr. Joseph O. Vergara 

Rr, 107, 1th For Giystate Соме 

709 Shaw Blvd, ёлу. Canto, Pasi Cty 

та (02 637-9900 ocala 1128, 1130 nd 1030 

eal ao osbacGphihoalh gov ph 

Расате No. 657-4735. 

wm уаш gos ph 


(604) Atty. VALENTIN С. GUANO 
Спора, Bds and Awards Corinto for Goods and Serdcos 
ро Maren $3420, 2000) 


HEART OF TECHNOLOGY 


Optimum performance, 
superior technology, reliable service. 


Innovative mobile performance combined with state-of-the-art ergonomic design. 
Plus a 2-year global warranty to protect your purchase & superb service that you 
can always get anytime, anywhere. With ASUS notebooks" leading features and 
technology, nothing stops you from taking that step to success. 


Widescreen 


E BG 
© 


Good 


‘prolongs battery life. 


coco piston amano те 


Mobile Business Solution 

+ 15-inch display for o clearer, bigger picture. 

• Powerd Gear Technology prolongs battery life. 
© Audio DJ gives superb entertainment. 


== 


Pentom™ M 730173 GHz 
Intel® 915 GM Express 
2560084533 MHz 

15" TF XGA 

60 GB HDD 

DYD/CD-RW Combo Drive 
Wireless LAN 802.11 blg Wireless LAN 802.11 blg 
440-1 Cord Reodor 4-in-1 Card Reodor 

4x USB, 1 xIEEE 1394 4x USB, | xIEEE1394 
Windows? Home 25kgs. 

25kgs. 


P5,491.67/mo 


12 months at О% interest 


Pentium" M730 1.6 Ghz 
Intal? 915 GM Express 
256 DDRJ/SSS MHz 
IS'TFTIGA 

60 GB HDD 

DVD/CD-RW Combo Drive 


Come and see our producis at the 
37th BPI Installment Madness at Glorietta 
Activity Center from March 15-April 2, 2006! 
= Disc m 


©, 
Ome 


“ASUS SERVICE CENTER: 
ASUS WORLD 

$ 

E 
102) 6 


TEKZONE 
(02) 812-8976 


parang 


Designzzc 


Power in Full Detail 

+ ATI Graphics delve premium video saltos. v 

* Powerd Geor Technology enhances battery lila.” - 
aod 


AS 


бете" M360 1.6 GH 

ATI Radeon Expres 200M 

"256 DDR2/S33 ИН: 

15"TFT XGA 

40 GB HDD 

DVD/CD-RW Combo Drive Combo 
Wireless LAN 802.11 b/g 

4-in-1 Cord Reodor 

4x USB, 1 x IEEE 1394 

LIS 


P4,991.67/mo 


12 months © O% interest 


« ‘engi p 920-7140 man 
ana 
Eion Watay pt 371-561 м 
‘iste Comp ата ме, 
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'berzona, 4th Floor 
Megamall, Bidg. B 
8.2955 


ава 
РЕН 
БЕЗ 
For inquiries: FE Cannat Gimo 7201718 
(02)-7249998 mali: bi. sales@banbros.ph 


(032).4227760-65 Email: solos@banbroscabu.com 


mm. 


People, Eventsc? Products 


Panasonic launches clearest camera phones 


PÁNASONIC MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS. 
GO LTD presents two new cutting edge high- 
definition camera phones-the VS6 and VS7- 
that are literally setting the new. standards in 
tlie mobile phone industry. 

“With the VS6's super slim clamshell design, 


the 2.0 mega-pixel camera phone boasts of fine 
quality photographs and movies. It is support- 
ed by a high-definition 2.2-inch QVGA screen 
with an outstanding brightness of 300 can- 
dela/m2-this means that it is up to 50 percent 
brighter than other handsets in the market and 


Republic of the Philippines 
ECHNICAL EDUCATION AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
East Service Rd., South Superhighway, Taguig, Metro Manila 


Resolution No. 2005-18 


APPROVING THE PROVISIONAL ASSESSMENT FEES 
BY QUALIFICATION 


WHEREAS, during the 46th TESDA Board Meeting held last 19 May 
2005 TESDA Board members approved Board Resolution No. 2005-07 "The 
“Adoption of the Guidelines in the Implementation of the Philippine TVET 

Qualification. and Certification System; 

‘WHEREAS, Section 7 of the Guidelines in the Implementation of the 
Philippine TVET Qualification and Certification Systems provides that 
"Assessment fees shall be based on the cost of supplies and materials as 
well as administrative expenses including assessor's honoraria, power and 
utilities, depreciation and maintenance costs. Assessment Fees shall be 
Subject to change to allow for any possible adjustments due to costs 
increases 


à WHEREAS, during the 11th Finance TESDA Board-TESDA Secretariat 
‘Consultation Meeting which was held 14 October 2005, the cost of 
‘Assessment Fees by Qualification were deliberated and favorably 
recommended for consideration of the EXCOM-TESDA Board; 

WHEREAS, during the 44th EXCOM-TESDA Board Meeting held 27 
October 2005 the EXCOM-TESDA Board endorsed favorably the list of 
assessment fees by qualification for a period of six (6) months pilot 
implementation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, 
that the Board approves the provisional assessment fees by qualification for 
a period of six (6) months subject to evaluation of its pilot implementation and 
Submission of its findings and recommendations; 

BE IT RESOLVED FINALLY, that copies or the Resolution hard and soft 
copies of Provisional Assessment Fees by Qualification schedule be 
disseminated to all concerned. 

‘Adopted this 10th day of November 2005. 


(Sgd.) MR. ELMER K. TALAVERA 
Executive Director, Planning Office 
Officer-In-Charge, TESDA Board Secretariat 


Attested by: 


(Sgd.) SECRETARY AUGUSTO BOBOY SYJUCO 
Alternate Chair, TESDA Board 
Director General, Technical Education and Skills Development Authority 


(Sgd.) SECRETARY PATRICIA A. STO. TOMAS 
Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) 
Chair, TESDA Board 


areh 19 & 20, 2008) 


(> DBP Development Bank of the Philippines 


| INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Development Bank of the Philippines is inviting interested bidders to apply for eligibility and to 
| bid for: 


APPROVED BUDGET 
FOR THE CONTRACT 


P 3,000,000.00 


PROJECT 


Hiring of Services of an Event Agency/ 
Communications Outfit to handle the DBP SLDP 
Logistics Race Promotions Program to boost 
tourism through the use of the country's Road 
Roll-on Roll-off (RoRo) Terminal System 


SOURCE OF 
FUND: DBP 
FUNDS 


"Bids received in excess of the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) shall be automaticaly 
rejected at Bid Opening, 


Contract Begins: May 2006 
‘Schedule of Activities 


Particulars Venue 


‘Submission and Opening of Letter 
of Intent (LO!) and Eligibility 
Requirement Documents 
(Prospective Bidders аге 
encouraged to attend the Opening 
of Eligibility Requirements 
Documents) 


BAC Secretariat, 6th 
Floor, DBP Building, 
Makati City 


March 27, 2006 (Monday) 


Issuance of Bid Data Sheel/Terms. 
of Reference 


March 28-29, 2006 ВАС Secretariat, 6th 
Floor, DBP Building, 


Makali City 


Pre-Bldding Conference March 29, 2006 


(Wednesday) at 9:00 a.m. 


‘OPS Conference Room, 
6th Floor, DBP Building, 
Makati City 


Submission of Technical Proposal 
and Financial Proposal of Eligible 
Consultants/Bldders 


"On or before" 9:00 a.m. of 
‘April 10, 2006 (Monday) 


BAC Secretariat, th 
Floor, DBP Building, 
Makati City 


‘Opening of Technical Proposal 
(Eligible Bidders are encouraged 
lo attend the Opening of Technical 
Proposals) 


‘April 10, 2006 (Monday) at 
9:30 a.m. 


‘OPS Conference Room, 
6th Floor, DBP Building, 
Makati City 


Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as specified in the IRR-A of 
RA. 9184, and is restricted to Filipino clizens of organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) 
өгөө! belonging to citizens of the Philippines. The process for the eligibility check is described in 
the Elgiblity Documents. Only those that are eligible will be allowed to submit bids. 


“The contract will only be awarded to the Highest Rated and Responsive Bidder who was determined 
as such during the post-qualiication Interested parties may secure the Eligibilty Requirement Forms 
from the BAC Secretarial 6th Floor, DBP Building, Makati City or you may download these forms at 
Www devbankphil.com.ph and at ine Electronic Procurement Service of the Department of Budget 
эла Management. A non-refundable fee of Php1,000.00 willbe charged to all eligible bidders. Quality 

"Based Evaluation/Selection (QBE/QBS) method of evaluation wil be used in the evaluation of 

"proposals. The criteria and rating for the evaluation of bids shall be provided in the Terms of 

; Reference (TOR). 


|The Bank reserves the right to reject any and ай bids, annul ће bidding process, or not award the 
Тас al any Ume prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any labilly to the allecled 
bidder or bidders, 


For further Inquiries, please сай telephone numbers 8125702 / 8189511 loc. 2610. 


Bids and Awards Committee 


(POI-Mareh 4 420, 2008) 


offers images that seem to leap out 
to life! The 16 million colors on its 
screen brings up the VS6 as one of 
the most technically advanced 
screen technology in the market 
today. 

The built 


digital zoom camera comes with a 
15-frame continuous shooting 
function, which is perfect for snap- 
shots taken in quick succession. 
"The camera also allows the user to. 
take close-up shots of subjects with 
crisp, sharp images. The VS6 has 


PANASONIC 
VS7: One push 
айо open fea- 


2.0 mega С 


ixel, 5x 


STANDARD CHARTERED BANK, PLDT INK CONTRACT 

Standard Chartered Bank, the first operating for- Standard Chartered Bank chief executive officer 
eign bank and the second longest: established and Nhilda Causing, Standard Chartered Bank 
dign Pene Philippines. recently signed a contract... country operating officer. Standing, from left, are 
with PLOT for various corporate products and Ginny Tacoloy, PLDT relationship manager; Katri- 
services. Shown seated from left are Nerissa na Luna-Abelarde, PLDT AVP and business head; 
Ramos, PLDT FVP and head of corporate busi- Rufino Villaluna, Standard Chartered Bank coun- 
атп Ernesto Alberto, PLOT SVP and try technology manager and Dave Medel, Stan- 
Тез al corporate business group; Eugene Elis, бага Chartered Bank IT AVP. 


AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDED 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
DATED FEBRUARY 14, 2006 DEFINING THE GUIDELINES ON 
TRANSFERABILITY OF TAX CREDIT CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
UNDER EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 226, THE OMNIBUS INVESTMENT CODE 


pursuant to Section 9 of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) dated October 13, 2000 executed 
by and between the Board of Investments (BO!) and the Department of Finance (DOF) in compliance 
Wii the provision of Article 21 of Executive Order No. 226 (E.O. 226) regarding the transferabllly of 
Tax credit certificates (TCCs) issued under the said E.O., the following addtional guidelines are hereby 
adopted: 
^1. Transfers by companies belonging to a distressed industry sector: 
“Transferors belonging to an industry sector which ВО! has assessed to be in distress shall be 
allowed to transfer their outstanding TCCs to any ВО! registered transferees and government 
financial institutions without requiring them to comply with the conditions imposed under Section 
fo te and 1f of the prevailing MOA, provided that this type of transfer shall be alowed for one, 
Year only from official notification to the Center by BOI thatthe industry sector is In distress, 
Yathout prejudice to renewal thereof upon approval by the Executive Committee.” 
» Section 9 of the MOA is hereby amended fo include the following paragraph: 
“Henceforth, in order to simplify the administrative process in amending the existing MOA, and 
since ВО! and DOF are well represented in the Center's Excom, any amendment to the 
prevailing MOA including exceptions to the guidelines for meritorious consideration shall now 
фе done through a resolution duly approved by the Center's Executive Committee which 
Бе ошоп shall be for implementation without the need for another MOA between BO! and 
DOF. subject lo compliance with the provisions of EO 228 and with the required administrative 
procedures under the Administrative Code.” 


(598) PETER В. FAVILA 
Secretary 
Department ol Trade & Industry 


(594) MARGARITO В. TEVES 
Secretary 
Deparimentof Finance 


Signed in the presence of: 
(598) ELMER C. HERNANDEZ 


‘Undersecretary 
Board of vestments 


(598) GAUDENCIO A. MENDOZA, JR. 
Undersecretary 
DSS-CENTER 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES } 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION) 
CITY OF MANILA j 


ss. 


SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me thls 09 day of MARCH, 2006 in the City of Mania alfants exhibited о 
me their Community Tax Certilicates as follows: 
NAMES CTC Number 
MARGARITOB.TEVES 14026438 
PETER В. FAVILA 20864968 


ISSUED AT 
Mania 
Makati 


ISSUED ON 
80205 
22406 


IN WITNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and affixed my notarial seal for he day. year. and place 
above writen. 
Doc. No. 188 
Pago No, : 39 
Book No. : XII 
Series of 2006 


(Sad) ATTY. JOAQUIN M. CHUA. 
ROTARY PUBLIC MANKA 
‘COMMISSION EXPIRES-DEC. 31, 2006 
PTR NO S721800-1 37-08 MLA 
ROLL OF ATTORNEY NO. 25202 

TBP O NO S95079-1.2505 


DepED 


О APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Department of Education, Replonal Office No. VIN through is Bids and Awards Comite (BAC), invi 
The Departmen grod in and dashed by the Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) lo apply fo 
жду and found elgıble, to bid forthe hereunder contract: 


CLUSTER 
NUMBER 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
Department of Education 


REGIONAL OFFICE NO. VII 
Government Conter, Candahug, Palo Leyte 


“Approved Budgot 
Tor tho Contract 


Contract 
Name of Contract Duration 
T) Gompleton of 
‘Schoo! Buldings 
(Grd Phase) 
2) Construction of 
2 classroom sch. 
blag. (Tm x 9m) 


Location 
Gatarman 

Spad Center, 
Catarman, N. Samar 
Maydolong NHS 
Maycolong, 

E. Samar 


cluster! 965,000.00 


154400000 


2,508,000.00 
772,000.00 


772,000.00 


TOTAL 
cluster! | 1) 


Сопота 
28 5200 Вар Пт хоп) 
2) Construction of. 

2 d School Bldg. 

fm xom) 
з) Construction of 

2а Schoo Bag (mx Tm) 


YuserES 
Tabango, Leyte 
E 
Comprehensive 
NHS 

bog PS 
Maasin Cay 


607,950.00 
215195000 
Prospective bidders should possess a valid РСАВ License applicable іо the coniract, have completed a sree 
Бен with a valuo of a least 80% of Ino ABC, and пахо kay personnel and equipment (sted i Ue Куру 
contract abl fr tne prosecution of the contract The BAC wil use non-discralonary pass/al стопа In ine 
Бота) охааа отан as ей ав ће Prekrnary Examination of Bids. Tho BAC wil conduct pos-qualicaton 
ot бө онов! calculated bids. 

‘Ai particular гооо о Еру Statement and Screening, Bid Securty: Performance Security, Pre-Bldding 
A рапса Evaluation of Bids, Post-Qualicabon and Award of Conlraci shall be governed by the pertnent 
Slane of RA. 9184 and ts Implomanting Rules and Regulation (IRR). 

The schedule of BAC activites is as follows: 


ВАС Activities 

T. асар rom prospective biddors of өйө of nit LOI 
feuding Appicalon of Ely & Issuance of Etgibity Forms 

Z Восо of Elgbilty Requirements 

3 Nolice of Results of Elgibity Check 

4. Issuance of Bl Documents, 

5. рте ви Conference May 19, 2006, 200 p.m. 

5. Receipt and Oponing of Bids May 31,2006, 200 p.m. 

“Tho BAG wil issue о prospective biddors Elgibilly foun at DepEd RO 8, Government Contar, Candahug. Ра 

TheBAG m (hor submission of a LOL prospaciva bidders shal submi a Eioty roquromonts о tho DOPE 

a sald айатова. Toy may also obtain ho resus ofthe сироту Chack by ha BAC ot the some 

address. 


‘Tho BAG wil issuo Bidding Documents oniy to bidders doclerod by the BAC to bo eligible fr bidding upon payment 
TIO Barcrelundublo umount of Php3,000.00 о the DepED RO В Cashior. 


TOTAL 180с0 


Schedule 
March 28 - Apri 17,2008 


March 28 - Apel 12, 2008 
Apri 19, 2000 
Apr 20 — Apl 27, 2008 


Tho Dopod RO 8 assumas no rosponsibhty whetsoover to compensato or Indemnity bidders or any axponsas 
cured i tho proparation ol their bida 


Approved by: 
(Sod ) ATTY. ALBERTO Т. ESCOBARTE 
заз Ворота! Drecor. 


0). areh 1382, 2006) BAC Chairman 


32MB of builtin 
memory for storing 
the photos and in ad- 
dition to the impres- 
sive camera function, 
the handset has video 
capability, allowing 
users to capture and 
playback. video 
footage with sound. 
‘The VS6 comes with 
Bluetooth wireless 
technology allowing 
users to share images 
and video clips effort- 
lessly and also enjoy 
wire-free connectivity 
when using a Blue- 
tooth handsfree head- 
set. 

The VS6 just 
weighs 101g and is 
only 21mm thin. The 
“one push auto open” 
funcion _ provides 
quick and easy access 
to all of the VS6s 
functions. Users can 
enjoy real music ring- 
tones as well as inter- 
active gaming with 
3D games and Java is 
supported for you to 
download more. The 
VS6 is a GPRS tri- 
band phone that can 
support up to eight 
hours of talk time ora 
standby time of up to 
430 hours. It is avail 
able in a sleek black 
color. 


Brightest screen 

The latest star to 
shine among Pana- 
sonics state-of the-art 
mobile phones, of 
course, is VS7. An up- 
graded version of the 
V56, the VS7 has the 
brightest and clearest 
screen to date with its 
high-performance 
large 25-inch color 
ТЕТ screen. It features 
a 240x320 pixels QV- 
GA resolution en- 
hanced to approxi- 
mately 16 million col- 
ors and a brightness 
that goes as high as 
high as 300 can- 
dela/m2. Capture 
portraits or your fa- 
vorite moments 
through its digital two 
megapixel camera 
with video recording 
and be impressed by 
its screen, which de- 
picts images that al- 
ways look remarkably 
true to life! You can 
also read the very 
clear screen in almost 
all kinds of lighting 
situations. Even bet- 
ter, the VS7 is MP3-ca- 
pable so you can 
download ringtones 
using this feature. 

It is also equipped 
with the same impres- 
sive 2.0 megapixel 
resolution, Its back- 
light compensation 
ensures every image 
captured and shown 
on screen is very clear. 
With the help of the 
5x Zoom. function, 
just zoom in to won- 
derfully capture every 
detail. 

‘The VS7 features 
Bluetooth connectivi- 
ty as well. The VS7 
comes equipped with 
high-speed GPRS that 
connects you to the 
Internet with ease. 
Other interesting fea- 
tures include its 
clamshell design, ex- 
ternal color screen, 
and changeable face- 
plates, The front LCD 
shows. incoming or 
missed calls, even 
SMS. You can even 
read your new text 
messages without 
flipping the phone to 
‘open, simply press the 
scroll button to read 
the SMS. 

For more informa- 
tion on Panasonic VS6 
and VS7, check the 
website of Panasonic 
Mobile Communica- 
tions Co led at 
wwwpanason- 
ic.co,jp/pme/en, 


| 


MONDAY, MARCH 20, 200 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 


offer threshold sought 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EXCHANGE AND 
three business organizations have urged the 
Securities and Exchange Commission to re- 
tain the existing threshold on tender offers, 
saying a lower trigger point will create ramifi- 
cations detrimental to the capital markets. 

‘The PSE, Investment Houses Association of 
the Philippines, Financial Executives Institute 
of the Philippines, and the Bankers Associ 
tion of the PI ines noted the adverse ram- 
ifications in a position paper they submitted 
tothe SEC last week. 

Under the implementing rules of the Secu- 
rities Regulation Code, the threshold was set 
at 35 percent of the market capitalization of a 
listed company. 

‘The SEC is currently reviewing the tender 
offer rule for a possible adjustment in the trig- 
ger point. 

The PSE and the business groups, how- 
ever, said a lower trigger point would 
drive away investors, because it would 
jack up the cost of stock market transac- 


tions, delay the execution of these deals 
and expose affected investors to unneces- 
sary risks. 

‘Also, a lower threshold will upset PSE's 
plans to introduce sophisticated market in- 
struments, thereby constricting the growth of 
the exchange. 

‘The position paper was signed by PSE pres- 
ident and CEO Francis Lim, BAP president Ce- 
sar Virata, Finex president David Balangue 
and Ihap president Natividad Alejo. 

A tender offer is a solicitation from a com- 
pany ora third party to buy shares of a corpo- 
ration for a fixed period of time usually at a 
premium. 

‘The rule was aimed at protecting minority 
owners who may be left out, if the buyer ex- 
tends the offer only to strategic partners or 
majority owners of a company. 

The rule, thus, require the buyer to extend 
the offer to all stockholders of the affected 
company, if the level of the buyer's investment 
touches off trigger point or threshold. 


Slow week ahead 


From page BI 


picture, but the overall outlook is positive,” 
AB Capital Securities said. 

Even with a dearth of market-moving 
news, the composite index or PSEi rose 2 per- 
cent fo 2,150 last week. 

Banks hogged the spotlight last week after 
both chambers of Congress approved the exten- 
sion of the Special Purpose Asset Vehicle act. 

Investors also cheered the news that com- 
mercial lending grew 3 percent to P1.6 trillion 
year-on-year as of January, according to the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

“Bank lending improves, but don't get excit- 
ed," AB Capital Securities wrote in a weekly re- 
port. “The growth was a significant jump from 
the 0.9 percent increase registered for the month 
of December 2005. Bank lending is expected to 
remain weak to moderate over the short term.” 


Bank of the Philippine Islands was among 
the gainers last week, closing 5 percent high- 
er at P62 a share. ВРІ gained on news that it 
revised earnings upwards after making ac- 
counting related adjustments. 

‘Another stellar performer is Equitable PCI 
Bank after news that an unidentified buyer 
has emerged who was willing to buy the SM 
Group's 34 percent block at P95 a piece. EP- 
CIB's share price shot up 20 percent to a high 
of P78 last week. 

Online broker 2TradeAsia.Com meanwhile 
said investors may be buying ahead of second 
quarter corporate earnings. 

“ With the regression in turnover Friday, 
healthy breathers are likely, as the index pre- 
pares for its next rise near 2,200,” 2TradeA- 
sia Com said in a weekly report. "Immediate 
supportis 2,140, resistance at 2,170 to 2,180." 

Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Lesage Cars Buw 2324 Parong tame Extension 


MW Xpo тог, Prestige Cars Makati présents a line-up of exclusive offerings. 


Makati Coty > e92 8127 


Get more from your business 
with the right desktop PCs 


Latest Veriton model from Acer to enhance value of SOHO's businesses: 


Already a top-of-mind choice in the laptop PC market, Acer, 
one of the world's leading computer brands, makes a play 
for greater share of the business desktop market in the 
Philippines with the launch of its latest Acer Business 
Desktop models. 


Acer recommends Windows? XP Professional. 


Power Your Business Forward 


Presenting all the benefits of a stylish desktop with its space-saving system unit. The Acer Veriton 7700GX boasts a powerful 
Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor with SOOMHz FSB, dual-channel DDR2 533 memory and contains loads of space, including seven 


For those looking for the viability in their office computers, 
these desktop PCs have also been pre-installed with XP OS 
for the delivery of highly available, fully redundant IT 
solutions for added business value. They also come with a 
special upgrade option from CRT to LCD monitor 
(Silver/black) for a minimum fee. 


drive bays tucked behind a cool charcoa-inish facade. For users who looks for performance, security, 


manageability, reliability 
and convenience, the Acer Veriton 7700GX в the answer. 


Veriton 7700GX 


“intel? Pentium® 4 Processor 631 with HT Technology 
'G.OGHa/2MB L2 Сасһевоомн FSB) 

+ Genuine Microsoft? Windows® XP Professional 

+ Intel® 9156 Chipset 

= 512MB DDR2 RAM/SOGB HDD SATA, 

"intet GMA 900 (OVMT 3.0) up to 128M8 Shared Memory 

* integrated Broadcom? BCMS751 Gigabit Ethernet LAN 

+52 CDROM Drive 

$3.5" 1.44MB FDD 

£ Acer 15" CRT Monitor USB Keyboard & Optical Mouse 


| SRP: 55,500 


3 years warranty 
оп parts and labor 


In line with this, Acer offers its high performance desktop — 
the Veriton 7700GX — an incomparable performance, 
branded PC, features the latest Intel® Pentium® 4 with 800 
MHz FSB Hyper Threading Technology or Intel® Celeron® 
with 533 Mhz FSB processors comes with four DIMM slots 
for maximum upgradability and supporting Dual channel 
DDR memory. Equipped with on-board PCI-Express x16 VGA 
slot, users may easily upgrade the graphics for high optimum 
performance. The operating system runs with Microsoft® 
Windows® XP Home Edition and/or Microsoft® Windows® 
XP Professional. 


What's more, the Veriton 7700GX comes with Acer 
Desktop Manager, which comprises of e-Lock, e- 
Settings and e-Recovery to enforce, Security 
Manageability and Reliability with Acer LANScope 
(powered by Intel® LANDesk Client Manager) and Acer 
eRecovery which protects the user's work by setting restore 
points, thus minimizing data loss and safe-guarding the 
system from OS failure and malware. For maximum security, 
Acer Veriton Desktop secures your company's data with its 
one-of-a-kind features: USB Security Lock, and Intrusion 
Alert: For manageability solution, its Personal Setting 
Migration allows user for easier and faster data transfer. 


= Performance bate > 
‘advanced processing wah nile Hyper heading Technology 
sample memory and storage 
= Security 
user defined recovery ponts ensures data integrity 
‘Intrusion lock and alarm for protection of components 
control over data access ма Acer LANScope 
'USQLock prevents Unauthorized copying of data to USB storage devices 


nanen lou system recov 
Texcepuonal system management 
Teaser user pole migration 
* Reliabiily L71 « 
-proven technology 
T integrated audio and graphics 
Ta fly tested system 
+ Convenience їл: 5: 
«onal acces ports 
{Acer TAP (ор Access Forte) situates [our USB ports: 


eth user det recovery po 


The Veriton 7700GX is Acer's premier commercial desktop 
PC known for its over-all stability, ease of deployment, and Manageability Г 177.7 © 

comprehensive management tools. Also, the Acer TAP (Top + ag eng ponam y kaa? Latest? Cc Margen 

Access Ports) situates four USB 2.0 ports and the audio jacks TEES б, айма eis > 
on top of the Veriton. 7700GX, giving supreme 

convenience. 


and the audio jacks 


| Boost after sales support for the Acer Ver D he Acer SuperCare Extended Warranty. 
' total of З years warranty cover axe. и absolute peace of mind. 


According to Manuel Wong, General Manager of Acer 
Philippines, “Acer's vision is committed in empowering 
people and technology in making powerful, and dependable 
branded personal computers become more accessible for 
every business and household. 


Service: 564-1841. Product 


8153380) 


For more details about the Acer Veriton 7700GX, interested 
parties may call Acer Hotline at 815-3388 or call MSI- 
Digiland Philippines at 688-3333 or visit any Acer 
Authorized Retail Partners conveniently located all over 
the country. Visit Acer website at www.acer.com.ph. 


Acer Elite Partners: 
Advance Solutions 524-7704 » Ayala Systems Technology, Inc. 813-2494 
Columbia Technologies 524-0393 * PC Tech 892-1550 » Prince Technologies 729-3757 


Authorized Acer Distributor: 
MSI-ECS Phils., Inc. Tel. No: 688-3333 


ECL LATENTER Ace UE ea поене 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Business 


MONDAY, MARCH 20, 200 


domestic tourist arrivals 


Mindanao posts rise in foreign, 


ЕЯ" Eamashighas 
1296 interest per year 
I With monthly payment of 
interest TAX-FREE 
[Z Secure a loan with your 
deposit as collateral 
B4 For only Php 25,000 
minimum deposit 
Interest rates: 
*25T-99T 
"*100T-499T 


=10%ра. 


*5M&up 


AMABANK. 


AMA Rural Bank of Mandaluyong, Inc. 


HEAD OFFICE Tels: 533-4024 " 533-8244 * 533-4022 * 535-9394 * 535-9391 * 534-7562 
BRANCHES Bacoor Tels: 529-8870 * (046) 417-3541, (046) 417-6373, Telefax: (046) 417-3483 * Pasig Tels: 
642-6704, 642-6885, Telefax: 643-7133 * Baliuag Tels: (044) 766-7905, Telefax: (044) 673-3214 ° San Fernando 
Tels: (045) 961-6015, (045) 963-1056, (045) 861-2618, Telefax: (045) 961-6014 * Cainta Tels: 655-9068, 
Telefax: 248-0209 * San Pablo Tels: (049) 562-7796, (049) 562-7756, Telefax: 520-6018 * Calamba Tels: (049) 
545-6552, (049) 834-0619, Telefax: (049) 834-1890 * Tayug (Pangasinan) Tels: (075) 572-2454, (075) 572-2031: 
Telefax: (075) 572-2453 * Morong Tels: 691-6551, 691-5533, 653-0175, Telefax: 659-0170 
MEMBER: PDIC Deposits insured up to P250,000 per depositor. 


DAVAO CITY—DESPITE PERCEIVED SECU- 
rity threats in the South, foreign tourist ar- 
rivals in Mindanao grew 7 percent to 141,877 
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.33.Shoy Resdentil Condortinium 
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last year, the Mindanao Economic Develop- 
ment Council (Medco) said. 


Medco said in a paper presented to the media 
that top foreign visitors 
came from Japan, the 
United States, Korea, 
Malaysia and China. 

If domestic tourists 
were included, arrivals 
to Mindanao grew 4 
percent to 2.16 million 
last year. 

The paper also 
showed a 2-percent- 
age-point increase in 
the hotel occupancy 
rate in the region to 
49.14 percent from 
47.48 percent in the 
previous year. 

The increase in 
tourist arrivals last 
year was partly at- 
tributed to the com- 
pletion of the modem- 
ization of the Davao 
International Airport. 

Officials of the 
Davao International 
Airport said the ex- 
pected continued in- 
crease in passenger 
traffic this year and 
its plan to raise fees 
and charges on pas- 
sengers and airlines 
would enable it to 
post profit growth of 
as much as 400 per- 
cent this year. 

The airport gener- 
ated P111.19 million 
in revenue last year. 

Michelle V. Remo 
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Ha This March, you can own the ALTIS and INNOVA with 4 great deals. 
To celebrate our 4” year as the country's NO. 1 in sales 
== for Passenger Cars, Commercial Vehicles and Overall Sales”. 


Li FREE ONE YEAR COMPREHENSIVE 
+ PRISURAIMCE for the INNOVA and the ALTIS with any of 
| these special privileges: 


: GET A TOYOTA VALUE CERTIFICATE WORTH 
Tg 
P15,000. 
=> Toyota Value Certificates (TVCs) can be used for Toyota Genuine. Accessories, 
Chattel Mortgage, LTO Registration, TFS Financial Package or Discount. 


LOW DOWNPAYMENT OF 
0,000. 


|; Avail of this wonderful package for the Altis or Innova through 
7 Toyota Financial Services (TFS). 


. LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT 
For as low as 
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Business Features Editor Margie Quimpo-Espino . 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


HERE IS A DE- 
n bate in manage- 
ment cirdes on 


+ Whether or nota person 
“should pursue an MBA. 
:” Up until the 1980s, a mas- 
ters degree in business admin- 
{stration was a must-have to go 
up the corporate ladder 
In the 1990s, the adequacy of 
an MBA degree to make a CEO 
adapt to changes in the business 
environment were. doubted. 
Firms began looking for ex 
tives with entrepreneurial 
But this debate only affects 
a small segment of the popu- 


of the majority 
has to do with their children's 
chances of completing their ele- 
mentary, high school and col- 
lege education. 

"The continuous rise of tu- 
ition fees for all segments, 
both public and private, has 
remained a major financial 
challenge for 
And this comi 
not likely to b 

‘And what happened to the 
pre-need firms College Assur- 
ance Plan and Pacific Plans 
was no help to parents at all. 

INquren’s BusinessMonday 
takes a look at the cos 
tion in the Philippines. The rates 
оп the table may have changed 
Jy thetime the article is printed. 
Th final costs rbay also differ, 
‘depending on whether miscel 
laneous, fees-as well as the 
Joost; of x, uniforms and 
ibooks--are included. 
Treat the figures as rough 
festitates:that will guide you 
‘when you prepare for the new 
school year. 


‘Annual tuition in selected schools in Metro Manila (as of SY 2005-2006) 


PRE-SCHOOL 


Manresa School 
Parafiaque City 
Kindergarten: 
P37,000 to P38,000 


Betty's Bellarmine 
Kindergarten School 
Makati City 

P23,575 


Child Learning Center 
Makati City 
P32,000 -P36,000 


Child Star international 
Makati Cty 
P120,000 (estimate) 
Beacon School 
Taguig-Pateros 

Source: Website 
P317,000 plus 
(tuition and other fees) 


“Malabon 
P12,621.05 


Jose Rizal University 
Mandaluyong 
Kinde 


ELEMENTARY 


Manresa School Parafiaque City 
Grade V - P44,124.80 
Grade Ili- P 36,228.95 


Colegio de San Agustin Makati City 
Grade 1 - P61,646.00 
Grade 6 - P65,958.00 


Colegio de Sta. Rosa Makati City 
Grade 1 and Grade 6, P32,846.53 
(tuition) 


Jose Rizal University 
Mandaluyong 

Grade 1 -P12,830 
Grade 6- P13,950 


Lourdes School of 
P36,419.84 


Dominican School Manita 
Grade 1 - P24,000 (tuition and other. 
fees) 
Grade 6- P29,000 (tution and other 
fees) 


MSH Sisters: 
Narikina 
o About P18,000 


лоо! 


‘San Beda College 
Muntinlupa 
oGrade3-P 42, 
and P5,140 ( 


(tuition) 
laneous) 


Dominican Col 

San Juan 

Grade 1 - P20,688 (tuition and all 
other school fees) 
Grade 6 - P22.312 (tuition and ай 
other school fees) - 


Grade 1 -P 73,625 (tuition) 
Grade 6 - P 64,872 (tition) 


Beacon School 

Taguig-Pateros 

Kinder to Grade 5 - P153,000 plus 
(tuition and other fees) 


HIGH SCHOOL 


Notredame School 
Caloocan City 

4th year HS- P52,000 plus 
(Including books and 
miscellaneous) 


Colegio de San Agustin Makati Ci 
Tstyear HS - P 74,162 
4th year HS - P76,936 


jo de Sta. RosaMakati City 
ar HS - P34,032.58 


Jose Rizal Univ 
Mandaluyong 


San Beda Colle 
untinlupa. 
year HS - P57,000 


rt of Mary School 
Parafiaque City 

‘Astyear HS - P42,795.94 

4th year HS - P52,117.70 


Manresa Scho 
Parafiaque City 
Tstyear HS- P51,000 


Dominican College 
San Juan 

istyear HS - 

4th year HS. 


Taguig-Pater 
Grade 6 to Grade 8- P165,000. 
plus (tuition and other fees) 


who use 


L| Microsoft Dynamics 


To help your business 


Where parents’ money will go this June 
| kanya tation я selected schools in Меге Manila (as of SY 2005-2000) rama 


COLLEGE 

"SCHOOL COST PER UNT 

ESTATES TUMON FORTHE ACADEMC YEAR 
АМА Computer University 
P760.00 P41,040.00 

Ateneo de Manila University 
2,053.40 P73,922.40 
Colegio de San Juan de Letran 
P711.00 P29,862.00 

College of the Holy Spirit, Manila 
P903.91 P37,964.22 

De La Salle University “P1,782.50 
95,175.00 

Far Eastern University P924.00 
P38,808.00 

EU - East Asla College 
P61,267.50 

Lyceum of the Philippines P728.00 
P29,120.00 

Mapua Institute of Technology 
1,292.00 P56,848.00 

Miriam College P1 

P54,180.00 


Polytechnic University of the Phils 

P12.00 P504.00 

San Beda College P900.00 

48,600.00 

‘San Sebastian College P700.00 

42,000.00 

SI. Paul College of Quezon City 

P862.05 P46,550.70 

St. Scholastica's College P1,335.60 

P64,108.80 

Trinity College of Quezon City 

P741.00 P31,122.00 

University of Asia and t 

*P2.018.00 P108,972.00 
of Santo Tomas P899.20 


Pacific 


University ot the East Pi 
35,190.00 
University of the Philippines Diliman 
P300.00 P10,800.00 

rage cost per unit charged 
among the various rates depending 
on the course 


500 


O Philippine 
Entrepreneurs 


Conga PVRs 


Programs: 

B.S. Entrepreneurship 

B.S. Business Administration with 
‘concentrations їп Family Business, 
Creative Enterprise, and Social En- 
trepreneurship 


Tultlon costs for Filipino nationals 
Average tution per term P42,000 
ar program-trimester 


Scholarships: 
On Feb. 23, 2006, the Philippine 
Center for Entrepreneurship (PCE) and 
the Entrepreneurs School of Asla (ESA) 
launched the Gen-E Presidential 
Jarship on Entrepreneurship. 
Ме most scholarships are ether 
lemic or athletic excel- 
is focused on the. 
individual's entrepreneurial potential 
Ten fuli-college scholarships and several 
regional partial scholarships are being 
offered to 4th year private and public 
high school students who the 
following entrepreneurial traits of cre- 
ativity, innovativeness, risk-take 
leaders and res 


GRADUATE SCHOOL 


Adam: sity 
MBA - P1,500 per unit 
Ateneo Graduate School of Business 
MBA- P8,000 per subject 
Colegio de San Juan de Letran 
MBA - P915 per unit 
De La Salle University Manila 
MBA/Law Program - 14 units 
P35,000 plus 

an Institute of Management 

IBA program - $12,000 / year 
MM program - $14,000 / year 
Grants and scholarships are availabe. 
The AIM Master in Entrepreneurship 
program is 18 months and tuition 
is asset based: 
Small enterprise P1.5 million. 
Tuition is: P380,000 
Medium enterprise P16- P60 million 
Tuition is: P445,000 
Large enterprise РБ millon- up. 
Tuition is: P510,000 


grow, you need full insight into what drives your financial performance. 


A league of dynamic entrepreneurs attest that the secret to their success is Microsoft Dynamics. 


From reducing the time it takes to perform month-end closings, simplifying data entry and 


accelerating 


administrative processes, to empowering you to make sound strategic decisions 


based on fully reliable financial information, Microsoft Dynamics delivers powerful software 


capabilities and expertise guaranteed to improve your organization's financial performance. 


But don't take our word for it. Hear it from the league of dynamic entrepreneurs themselves who 
have been empowered by Microsoft Dynamics... 


Microsoft 
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By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 
and Vincent Cabreza 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
(Fistofa seris) 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE MONTH 
of March brings relief and worry to Edna 
Manaloto. 

Her relief comes from seeing her 
daughter hurdle the fifth grade. But al- 
ready, this 46-year-old mother of two is 
worrying where to get the money for 
next school year’s expenses. 

“Asadsad ke sana (1 hope I could see 
her through),” she says, finding public 
elementary education “costly.” 

Tn last years enrollment, she paid 
P1,200 for tuition, other fees and books. 
‘Two pairs of uniform cost P500. Shoes, bag 
and school supplies cost another P500. 

Producing the baon (allowance), P30 
for food and P20 for transportation, is a 
daily problem to Manaloto who earns a 
living by framing photographs. 

‘Those sum up to P1,000 monthly or 
one-fourth of what she earns. Occasion- 
ally, there are school projects worth P60 
at most. She shells out less than P10 for 
test papers. 

Her goal is to send her daughter to col- 
lege but the high cost of living, she adds, 
makes that very uncertain. 

That has happened to Manalotos son Ed- 
mar who finished only high school in 2003. 

“Most of the time my daily allowance 
to school was only P10,” Edmar says. 

In the last three years, he has con- 
stantly looked for jobs but got none. His 
likes had nil chances, he points out. 

On Friday, the Ingummn saw him apply- 
ing for a job at SM City Pampanga as a 
stock clerk. The giant retail firm accepts 
high school graduates. Edmar says he 
wants the job badly, which pays P260 dail 
so he could help his sister finish elemen- 
tary school and proceed to high school. He 
has not dropped his plan to enter college 
and intends to save some money for it. 


Disturbing figures 

In this Pampanga capital, Mayor Oscar 
Rodriguez says some figures in the edu- 
cation sector are “disturbing.” 

Of the more than 74,000 youths in the 
city in 2005, only 28,288 were in the ele- 
mentary while 12,378 were in high 
school. The rest were presumed to be in 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


8 BUSINESSMonday 
Education remains an elusive dream in Luzon 


X 3 


SOME college students have to work to pay for their tuition. But at the end of the 


day, thereis no more energy left to study. 


college or out-of school. 

According to him, the trend in the city 
has been that only 47 out of 100 students 
get to complete the sixth grade but man} 
of them fail the entrance examinations 
for secondary education. Of 100 stu- 
dents who entered high school, only 37 
are able to graduate. 

The poor performance landed this 
city's school division 15th in the Depart- 
ment of Education's regional ranking. 

Rodriguez has retooled the city's pro- 
gram, making education the top priority 
in his administration's eight-point agen- 
da. The day care system and health and 
nutrition programs have been integrated 
inthe education program. 

On top of the P100-million loan being 
obtained from the Land Bank of the 
Philippines to decongest the classrooms, 
the city government has also increased 
the special education fund from real 
property tax collections from P27.5 mil- 
lion in 2004 to P41.4 million in 2005. 


Tough task 

“There is no other way to make educa- 
tion accessible to many young people ex- 
cept by helping improve their health and 
nutrition, increasing the number of 
teachers, upgrading their salaries, 
putting in more educational infrastruc- 
tures and making jobs available to par- 


asar 


ents,” Rodriguez says 

Jeepney driver Ernal Aquino says it is 

every parent's obligation to give his or 
her children education. But this, he 
points out, is a tough task nowadays. 

“Maririndi ku (Its troubling me),” he 
says. 

His eldest child, now a first year student 
at a public high school, spends P80 daily 
for allowance. His youngest, enrolled in 
fourth grade аг а public elementary school 
here, gets P30. That leaves Aquino with 
less than P300 to spend for ће family's 
three meals and other expenses. 

Enrollment last year saw him forking 
‘out P5,000 for the two children, requir- 
ing him to spend 18 hours or six hours 
‘more than his regular time on the road. 

“Pilitan ku lang apayari, gang guma- 
pang ku king ulad (1 will exert my best to 
make them reach college, even if 1 have 
to crawl on rat-infested grounds),” says 
Aquino, a single parent. 

Because education was unaffordable 
to her family, Jessmay Рећа, 20, dropped 
out of her computer science course in 
2001 while she was justin first year. 

While tuition was high enough, at 
about P300 per unit at the time, books, 
supplies, transportation and uniform 
and other school expenses were too 
much to bear for her single mother. 

“Poverty really isa hindrance in getting 
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an education," she says. 

She tried sustaining her education by 
working in a fast food restaurant. At the 
end of the day, however, she has no more 
energy left to study. 


Out of reach 

Data from the Commission on Higher 
Education (CHEd) indicated that college 
education is not within the reach of poor 
families in Central Luz 

А partial list in 2004 showed that sub- 
jects cost from a low of P105 to a high of 
P750 per unit. A university charged not 
less than P25,000 per semester. 

In 2005, the courses that attract many 
enrollees were nursing (from 29,240 to 
40,620), business education (34,205), 
teacher education (28,219), engineering 
(22,491) and information technology 
(18,495) 

At least 147 of 164 universities and 
colleges in Central Luzon are privately 
owned. Only 13 are funded and man- 
aged by the government. 

As of March 10 this year, at least 41 
schools have applied for three to 20 per- 
cent increase in tuition and other fees. 


In the Cordillera 

The CHEd and the Department of Edu- 
cation acknowledge that a strong peso 
and the resulting 7.6 percent inflation 
rate warrant an increase in fees for 
schools in the Cordillera 

Nine major colleges have notified 
CHEd of fee increases that range from 3 

ercent to 17.85 percent. Saint Louis 
University in Baguio City is seeking a 17 
percent hike and has confronted protests 
from students who object to various ex- 
penses such as a mandatory Internet 
card that is designed to access the 
school's electronic library. 

"The immediate impact will be a reduc- 
tion in enrolment, says Dr. Raymundo 
Rovillos, convenor for ethnicity and gen- 
der studies at the University of the 
Philippines Baguio. 

But he says the toll will fall on indige- 
nous peoples’ (IPs) communities that are 
striving to access mainstream education 
to land better jobs. 

Rovillos was commissioned by former 
Education Secretary Edilberto de Jesus 
to determine the impact of the teaching 
system on indigenous Filipinos. His 
study results proved that many schools 
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continued to discriminate IPs, discourag- 
ing many from pursuing school. 

Indigenous Filipinos from Benguet, Mt. 
Province, Ifugao, Kalinga, Apayao and 
Abra represent a quarter of the 15,000 
transient students who live in Baguio at 
the start of school term each year. 

The large student population has 
helped the city earn its reputation as a 
“university town" in the North, drawing 
P20 million to P60 million in expansion 
investments every two years, according 
to school officials. 

Baguio's economy thrives more from 
the consumption of its transient students 
than from tourists, city planners say. 

In the Cordillera, the National Statistical, 
Coordination Board recorded 185,020 en- 
rollees in elementary schools and 69,628 
enrollees at provincial high schools last year. 

"(The UP Kasarian gender program] just 
had a workshop for indigenous women. 
‘who again addressed the high dropout rate 
among elementary school children. Not 
that there are no schools, but even in 
barangays, indigenous children find it 
more and more difficult to cope in school 
because accepted textbooks and curricu- 
lums malign their ethnicity" Rovillos says. 

Poverty is still a fundamental deter- 
rent to pursuing education, he says. 
"They don’t have clothes. They don't 
have anything decent or clean to wear 
everyday to school.” 

“They also have to travel far to reach 
school. The distance makes travel expen- 
sive,” he adds. 

Margarita Jasmin, CHEd Cordillera di- 
rector, said private educators have started 
to penetrate the provincial market because 
of the growth in Baguio City. 

Kalinga, which is a 12-hour ride from 
Baguio, has its own year-old nursing 
course at the Saint Toni's College. 

Jasmin says Baguio's top courses are still 
nursing, information technology and edu- 
cation because of reports that the United 
States requires two million overseas Math 
and science teachers, and the constant de- 
mand in Europe for Filipino nurses. 

Leon Dacanay, assistant director of the 
National Economic and Development 
Authority in the Cordillera, says the'te- 
gional development council (RDC) has 
been pushing for a development strategy 
that defines the region asa center of edu- 
cation in Northern Luzon. 

(To be continued.) 
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Strict rules on foundations 


UNTIL TWO YEARS AGO, REGISTERING 
non-stock, non-profit organizations as foun- 
dations was a breeze, 

Foundations are non-stock, non-profit cor- 
porations that are organized primarily to ex- 
tend grants or endowments to people in need 
of financial assistance. 

The standard minimum requirement on 
capitalization for stock corporations was ap- 
plied to foundations. 

Unless something material was omitted in 
the corporate papers, it didn't take more thana 
week for a corporation to earn the right to add 
the word “Foundation” in its corporate name. 

That word has a certain ring that àdds pres- 
tige or stature to the company that bears it. It 
gives the impression that the organization and 
people behind it are “missionaries” of sorts who 
are motivated by a sincere desire to help others. 

With that kind of perception, the task of so- 
liciting monetary donations or assistance 
from potential donors has become easier, es- 
pecially if they are based in foreign countries 
with liberal tax laws on charitable gift giving. 

Unfortunately, some unscrupulous people 
have used foundations as vehicles for money 
laundering, illegal operation and other activi- 
ties that made a mockery of ће objectives for 
which they were organized, 


Bank deposit 

Today, the registration of a foundation re- 
quires clear proof of capacity to give financial 
rants or assistance to the proposed subject of 
the charitable act. 

‘The organizers of the foundation must de- 
posit at least P1 million in a bank as seed money 
ог capital, That amount, which should be cov- 
егей by a certificate of bank deposit, has to stay 
in the bank until the registration is completed 
and the foundation becomes operational. 

Although bank certificates enjoy the pre- 
sumption of validity the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, for good measure, verifies 
their authenticity from their indicated sources. 

A bank that is found to have issued a false 
certificate stands to be blacklisted in the ros- 
ter of banks whose certificates can be accept- 
ed for purposes of corporate registration. 

Worse, it shall. be reported to the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas for investigation and, if 
‘warranted, the imposition of appropriate dis- 
ciplinary action. 

“And the bank employee responsible for the 
forged document and the person who included 
itin the application for registration could face 
falsification of commercial documents charges. 


Provisional 
‘The Plamillion requirement is not aimed at 
dampening the enthusiasm of civieminded 
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people who want to form a corporation to ac- 
complish some charitable or social objectives. 

Tor a lesser amount, depending on the cost. 
of the planned projects, they can form a non- 
stock, non-profit corporation for that purpose. 

The corporation can do anything that a 
foundation can do, except put the word 
“Foundation” in its corporate name. 

Even without that label, the corporation 
may if its articles of incorporation and by- 
Taws permit it, solicit monetary donations and 
other forms of material assistance From third 
parties to help it accomplish its goals. 

Later, when the corporation is able to raise 
the P1 million, it can apply for the amend- 
ment of its corporate papers to enable it to en- 
joy the rights and privileges of a foundation, 
including the use of the "P" word. 

Incidentally, the SEC may reduce the 
amount of the deposit if there are meritorious 
reasons to justify the reduction. 

Tt is also essential that the corporation 
seeking registration as a foundation submit a 
plan of operation stating the following: 

* Its mode of operation, 

* Sources of funds, 

* Proposed application of those funds, and 

* Prospective beneficiaries of its grants or 
endowments. 


Exemptions 

‘The interest in organizing foundations may 
be attributed in part to the perception that 
they enjoy certain tax privileges that other 
corporations cannot avail of. 

‘True, foundations can be exempted from 
the payment of income tax from revenues 
earned in their operation and that donations 
to them by third parties can be excused from 
the payment of the donor's tax. 

But these tax perks are not automatic, or 
‘come ag a matter of course upon the issuance of 
the certificate of registration as a foundation. 

‘They have to be applied for and approved 
by the Bureau of Internal Revenue, And get- 
ting that approval is not easy. 

Because taxes are considered the lifeblood 
of government and therefore tax exemptions 
are strictly construed against the party claim- 
ing it, the applicant-foundation must prove to 
the satisfaction of the BIR that, based on its 
track record, it deserves to be treated differ- 
ently in the payment of taxes. For feedback, 
please write to rpalabrica@inquirercom.ph. 
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Personal growth 


IVIVIDLY REMEMBER A CONVERSA: 
tion 1 had many years ago in 1974, 
which marked a turning point in my 
leadership journey. 

1 was sitting at a Holiday Inn with 
my friend, Kurt Campmeyer, when he 
asked me if I had a personal growth 
plan. I didn’t. In fact, I didn't even 
know you were supposed to have 
one, 

Up until that point, the best term 
for my growth would be “accidental 
growth.” 1 didn't grow on purpose, 
but 1 loved people and worked hard 
so that I caught a few things along the 
way. 

That night with Kurt, 1 realized that 
to grow like I wanted, my personal 
development couldn't be hitand- 
miss, [needed to initiate and activate, 
T made a decision to devote myself to 
personal growth. 1 literally made per- 
sonal growth my personal mission. 

In my book, The 21 Irrefutable 
Laws of Leadership, I talk about the 
Law of Process, which says, “Leaders 
develop daily, not in a day" Our natu- 
ral inclination is to overestimate the 
event and underestimate the process. 
We wait for a special occasion or an in- 
tense experience to boost our growth 
instead of appreciating the process. In 
the words of my friend Kevin Myers: 
“Everyone is looking for a quick fix, 
‘but what they really need is fitness.” 

"We don't mature momentarily, but 
over the long-term. As we continue 
оп our quest to become more skillful 
as leaders, let’s look at seven state- 
ments about the growth process. 

1. Growth is not automatic. Paul 
Harvey said it best; "You can tell you're 
on the road to success; its uphill all 
the way" You can't coast uphill. 
Growth doesn't happen by itself; it re- 
quires an active investment of time. 

Earl Nightingale said: “If you'll 
spend one hour a day, every day for 
five years on a given subject, within 
five years you'll become an expert on 
that subject.” In 1974, Imade that de- 
cision—to set aside one hour a day 
for personal growth. 

Over 30 years later, I find that the 
more I learn and grow, the more pre- 
cious that hour is to me. 

2. Growth is the great separator be- 
tween those who succeed and those 
who do not. When I see a person be- 
ginning to separate themselves from 
the pack, its almost always due to 
personal growth. 


A LEADER'S W, 
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As Bennis & Nanus say: "It is the ca- 
pacity to develop and improve their 
skills that distinguishes leaders from 
followers.” 

‘When I went to college, there was no 
gap between me and my peers, none at 
all. Since 1974, 1 have diligently fol- 
lowed through on my commitment to 
grow an hour every day, and now the 
ap, in most cases, is wide. 

‘Am I smarter than my former class- 
mates? Not at all. Many of them 
danced circles around me academi- 
cally The growth factor-my long- 
term commitment to personal devel- 
opment-made the difference. 

3. Growth takes time, and only 
time can reveal certain lessons to us, 
We've all heard, “Experience is the 
best teacher” but it never has been 
and never will be, Evaluated experi- 
ence is the best teacher. Reflective 
thinking is required to tum experi- 
ence into insight, 

If youre a young DW, subscriber 
without a wealth of personal experi- 
ence, borrow the experience. Ask ques- 
tions, listen and learn from a successful 
leader that has gone before you. 

4. The more we grow, the more we 
know we need to grow. In other 
words, when you start developing 
yourself, instead of feeling wise, 
you'll be struck by how much you 
don't know. 

Alvin Toffler, in Future Shock, once 
observed: "The illiterate of the future 
are not those who cannot read or 
write, but those who cannot learn, 
unlearn, and relearn.” 

5, Growth equals change. To devel- 
op, we must step away from comfort 
and welcome fresh and challenging 
experiences. Growth demands a tem- 
porary surrender of security. It may 
mean giving up familiar but limiting 
patterns, safe but unrewarding work, 
values no longer believed in, and rela- 
tionships that have lost their meaning. 

6. Growth inside fuels growth out- 
side. The highest reward of our toil is 


not what we get for it, but what we 
become byit. 

‘At 17, [decided to read extensively, 
file my favorite articles, and prepare 
lessons. Little did I realize that out of 
the simple discipline of reading, filing. 
and preparing lessons, J would re- 
ceive content, develop creativity, be- 
gin to speak, and eventually author 
numerous books. 

7. Choose to grow in the areas of 
your strengths, not in the areas of 
your weakness. There are only four 
things I do well, just four, and 1 focus 
exclusively on them. I lead, commu- 
nicate, create, and network. That's it 

1 spend all of my time on one of 
those four strength zones. The secret 
of successful people lies in their abili 
ty to discover their strengths and to 
organize their life so that these 
strengths can be applied. 

Benjamin Franklin personifies the 
spirit of inventiveness of the modern 
world. His accomplishments read like 
an almanac of greatness: Inventor, 
poet: philosopher; pamphleteer; dis- 
tinguished member of three national 
academies of science; America's first 
Postmaster General; founder of 
Philadelphia's first police force, lend- 
ing library, and the academy later to 
become the University of Pennsylva- 
nia; founder of the first fire insurance 
company; delegate to the Constitu- 
tional Convention; drafter of the Dec- 
laration of Independence; one of 
America's most effective statesmen 
and ambassadors. 

Yet for all of his achievements, the 
epitaph that Franklin wrote for him- 
self simply reads, “Here lies the body 
of Ben Franklin, printer.” 

In honoring his humble roots as a 
printers apprentice, Benjamin Franklin 
reveals the mystery to his greatness. 

It was in the world of printing 
where Franklin was first exposed to 
new books, writers and ideas. His 
fame, accomplishments and acco- 
lades would never have been possible 
without the love of learning and 
habits of growth imprinted in his life 
during his early days as a printer. 

For information on John Maxwell's 
in-house or public leadership or team- 
work workshops, please email us at 
maxwell@inspire.ph or call 813. 
2732/08 and ask for Gina, Text 
‘MAXWELL ON to 4632 (Smart) to get 
daily SMS leadership insights from 
John Maxwell. God bless! 
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Business Challeng 
school's finances to support operations and 
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Secret Weapon: Microsoft Dynamics for 
Accounting 

Sidekick: STRC 


In late 1999, we looked for a powerful and 
sophisticated yet user friendly accounting 
solution in time for British School Manila's 
campus at the Fort 
Bonifacio ting the offerings of nine 
vendors, we chose Microsoft Dynamics on the 


basis of its functionality, scalability, cost 


effectiveness, as well as the level of technical 
support offered, Aside tom all the efficiencies 
gained from accelerating administrative 
processes, the accurate reports generated by the 
system has helped me evaluate alternative 


md handie the company s hinances 


prudently As our student numbers have 


signifie antly increased we have been able t 
forecast accurately and therefore achieve 


debit tee situation 
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Industry: Beauty products manufacturing and 
marketing 

Business Challenge: Keeping track of 
distribution levels and product performance 
Secret Weapon: Microsoft Dynamics. 
Accounting and Distribution 
Sidekick: Cognitive-1T Solutions 
'Cosmetique Asia is a medium-size family 
corporation with a very lean staff. Marketing and 
brand building are done by only a few hands 
who also do other office and management work 
Microsoft Dynamics for Accounting and 
Distibution makes out jobs easter by efficiently 
handling inve 
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Invow ing ol our 23 distabutors nationwide that 


сапу our Silka line of products From the 


inventories it quickly generates important 


reports that show us which product lines and 


ane selling Last amd which ones need to be 


pushed Hie data helps us in product 
development planting the company s direction 
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"Two full days, 20 speakers, 2 lunches & 
4 snacks, handouts, all at Greenbelt 3: 
it's a steal at P5,000! 


Plenary Sessions 


IABC Chair Speaks: Global Perspectives 

PR Opportunities Across Asia 

Naga: Communication in Transforming a 

А PR Board and Licensing Practitioners 

Media and Big Business. 

The 'Envelope' Please. 

PR Agencies: Demand Outpaces Supply 
Measuring Communication ROI 

CEO Speeches: Writing and Delivery Technics 
Improving RP's Bad Image Overseas 
‘Communicating a Major Infrastructure 
Ground-breaking Business Ideas 

More Bang for the Buck: Cost-effective PR Programs 
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Cinema as Vehicle for Nationalism 
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When Corporate Reputation 
Hangs in the Balance 
Cross-cultural Communication 
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Presenting Like a Pro 
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OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS, WE HAVE 
been reading reports that two mining compa- 
nies, Lafayette Mining in Rapu-Rapu, Albay 
and Heritage Resources and Mining Corp. in 
Homonhon island, Guiuan, Eastern Samar 
are being petitioned for closure by the local 
community leaders because of their role in 
destroying the environment and displacing 
communities. 

Complaints similar to these have been greet- 
ing the Philippine Mining Act of 1995 from the 
time it was passed 10 years ago. While the con- 
stitutionality ofthe law was assailed before the 
Supreme Court in 1997, the high court subse- 
‘quently ruled that the law was constitutional. 

‘The Supreme Court decision was hailed by 
the local and international business commu- 
nity, as a boon to the economy, a boost to job 
creation particularly in the rural areas where 
it is most needed, a magnet for much-needed 
foreign direct investments, and a boon to the 
local capital market. 

The ruling of its legality was expected to 
open the floodgates of development and help 
alleviate the country's fiscal problems. 

‘Those opposed to the Mining Act mainly ar- 
gue that many times in the past, the mining 
industry had degraded the environment, de- 
prived communities of their traditional 
means of livelihood and irreparably ruined 
their culture. 

Those opposed also say that allowing full 
foreign equity in mining ventures, in effect, 
surrenders the country’s sovereignty to non- 
Filipinos. 

While the Management Association of the 
Philippines acknowledges these valid con- 
cerns, the very significant economic and other 
benefits from the development of the mining 
sector should be the paramount considera- 
tion of a country plagued by poverty and large 
fiscal deficits. 

Instead of limiting the activities of the min- 
ing sector, the government should encourage 
its development, while taking firm and force- 
ful steps to prevent the regulatory shortcom- 
ings and accidents of the past. 

"The Mining Act already has sufficiently 
clear provisions to protect the environment, 
control pollution, rehabilitate and improve 
mined-out areas, and protect the rights of 
mining communities. 

‘The problem is not the law as the law has 


Mining Act of 1995 


‚ MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


anticipated and cured the previous negative 
effects of mining, but the government agen- 
cies’ inability to strictly and religiously en- 
force these provisions and institute sanctions 
for non-compliance or violations of the regu- 
lations. 

By lifting barriers to the development and 
extraction of the country's mineral resources, 
and allowing foreign equity capital to partici- 
pate, this law contributes in a major way to 
economic development by creating jobs, alle- 
viating poverty, and reducing the country’s 
trade and fiscal deficits. 

The MAB therefore, urges the private sec- 
tor to support this law and assist the govern- 
mentin its proper and strict implementation. 

The MAR with its commitment to the 
theme “Call To Action: Country Above Self,” is 
prepared to take the lead in organizing the 
private sector in assisting the government to 
properly and effectively implement the Min- 
ing Actas a patriotic duty. 

Iris not the MAP' intent to create and fund 
a body to “police and regulate” which is the 
mandated role of government but, the MAR 
with its depth of management expertise can 
be a potent force in mobilizing other non- 
profit business organizations in providing a 
forum where mining issues can be discussed 
with all interested parties (to include mining 
companies, the local government, the affect- 
ей communities and the church) and together 
arrive at solutions to specific mining issues for 
the optimum benefit of the Filipino people. 

In addition, the MAP through its commit- 
ted members, offers to assist the LGUs and af- 
fected communities in developing the moni- 
toring and reporting mechanism for policing 
‘compliance of mining companies to their so- 
cial, economic and environmental commit- 
‘ments under the law so that the benefits from 
mining can be enjoyed without the ill-effects 
of negligence, incompetence and apathy. 

(This is the oficial statement of the Manage- 
ment Association of the Philippines on the Philip- 
pine Mining Act of 1995. The MAP secretariat 
may be reached via mapsec@globenet.com.ph) 
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Iloilo, heritage champion 


images, each one as soothing as its melo- 
dious language whose lilt perfectly sums 
up the local lifestyle and culture: laid-back 
Southern gentility graciously lived ina city on 
the banks of a river whose languorous flow 
sets the peaceful tone of the residents’ pulse. 

‘There is no other city in the Philippines with 
an image as distinctas oilo. 

‘Once the center of the 
‘Visayan sugar industry, the 
city retains vestiges of that era. 
Muelle Loney, the city dock, : 
commemorates Nicholas” 
Loney, the Englishman who 
industrialized the sugar indus. Augusto E 
tryin the 19th century export- Villalon 
ed sugar globally from ойо, 
and brought prosperity to the province. 

‘There was another side to the entrepreneurial 
Loney who flooded the Iloilo market with cheap, 
machine-woven textiles imported from Eng- 
land, a move killing the flourishing Ilonggo 
hand-loom industry which was the source of the 
best hand-woven fabric in the Philippines. 

Nevertheless, the face Iloilo presents today is 
still sugar-sweet. Elegant arcaded colonnades 
dating back to the Commonwealth era still 
shade city-center sidewalks, an urban amenity 
‘now vanished from other Philippine city centers 
inthe name of development. 

The Commonwealth-era buildings of Iloilo 
face extinction. The new malls have taken away 
retail activity from the old city center. There are 
plans to reuse the old downtown buildings to 
produce a heritage-destination setting that at- 
tracts the public and tourists away from the 
malls, a plan seen to revive the old city center 
“and return luster to the city’s tarnished pride of 
place. 
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Iloilo ilustrados 
Descendants of illustrious Пойо families con- 
tinue to live in their stately homes that stand 
sometimes alone, at other times behind rows of 
commercial developments, on city streets that 
retain shabby remnants of its former grandeur. 
Progress has swept away sidewalls, trees, 
and the small plazas that once made the city 
‘more livable than itis today. 
Nevertheless, the 
city presens a wide 
range of architecture, 
Houses range from 
pre20th century ba- 
hay na bato of the 
Spanish colonial era. 
Tn Iloilo, the houses 
take on а Visayan 
character. They are 
more open and embel- 
lished than their Taga- 
log relatives. Superb 
mansions from the 
American colonial era, 
built in the 1920s in 
an eclectic style typical 
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found in mass-manufactured products from 
commercial bakeries. 

Established by the Jason sisters, ownership 
has passed to their Sanson great-granddaugh- 
ters, the fourth generation of the family to man- 
age the bakery. This generation zealously main- 
tains original family recipes, still kneads and 
mixes by hand, uses traditional wooden and 
bamboo implements, and 
bakes in clay ovens fired by 
‘wood especially grown in the 
family's plantation. 


Conservation body 

Bent on preserving her- 
itage, the Iloilo City Cultural 
Heritage and Conservation 
Council (IGCHCC) actively 
takes a hand in guiding the city to attaining а 
balance between tradition and the 21st century. 

Enjoying support from City Mayor Jerry Tre- 
Ваз, who understands that the identity of Iloilo 
lies in its culture, well-connected ICCHCC board 
members are Iloilo movers involved in city gov- 
ernment, civic organizations, mass media, busi- 
ness, professional and academic circles. 

The ICCHCC is among the few organizations 
in the Philippines that have greatly increased 
heritage awareness. The organization success- 
fully held a heritage awards program in 2005 
that awarded the winners of a student essay 
competition and presented awards recognizing 
the best conservation and adaptive reuse of her- 
itage architecture in the city 

Among its awardees were ancestral homes 
reused as schools, religious convents or restau- 
rants, proof that heritage structures can be used 
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to Iloilo, remain. 

Probably one of the 
best-preserved 1930s 
Art Deco houses in the 
country is aptly called 
Boat House, a refer- 
ence to its flowing, 
streamlined lines re- 
calling sleek ocean lin- 
ers considered the 
height of modemity 
during that era, caus- 
ing that particular 
variant of the Art Deco 
style to be called Mod- 
eme. 

Пойо unfolds on 
different levels. Some 
mansions struggle for 
existence side by side 
with unregulated 
commercial develop- 
ment on city streets 
Fastfood stores in 
malls fail to capture 
faithful customers 
who still insist on go- 
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ing to the market, not 
a restaurant, for an 
authentic batchoy fix. 

Ilonggo culture 
tempers Zlstcentury 
mass media and Inter- 
net culture with 
Visayan tradition, cre- 
ating an interesting 
mix of cutting-edge 
technology and the 
old. 

With its feet firmly 
planted on tradition is 
the Panaderia de Mo- 
lo, an Iloilo icon de- 
serving to be a nation- 
al treasure. Its trade- 
mark striped tins of 
handmade cookies are 
prized gifts to any Fil- 
ipino. Its bakery prod- 
ucts are coveted Pinoy 
comfort food that 
maintain the old taste 
and texture no longer 


Jam with their 
cool hits 
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thoir latest bum. 
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Universal Records. 


for contemporary needs. 

Та May, the ICCHCC goes into full gear. Iloilo 
hosts the national culminating activity for 
Philippine Heritage Month on May 30-31 this 

For the entire month of May the tireless 
ICCHCC presents a series of activities celebrat- 
ing heritage. A Flores de Mayo, exhibits of tradi- 
tional culture, musical performances, lectures, 
and dance performances will be held in different 
venues all over the city. 

The dosing ceremonies in Iloilo City will be 
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ENDANGERED are 
the colonnaded 
sidewalks of 
downtown lloilo, 
which need revival to 
counteract the flow 
of retail activity 
sucked away by 
newly constructed 


malls. 
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BAMBOO patterns in lace-like finery + 
hallmark the Ilonggo variant of the Т 
traditional bahay kubo. р 
the highlight of the month-long celebration and. 
focus on Panay cultural heritage, specifically 
Iloilo. During the two days, activities and events 
will include walking tours, park concerts, cultur- 
al performances, religious rites, and ceremonial 
receptions. kx 
A good place to start an Iloilo visit would баў 
Museo Iloilo, whose exhibits introduce what the 
city is all about and whose director, Zaffy Lede 
ma, has an inside track on local history — 52 
Walk next door from the Museo to the Dé 
partment of Tourism Office (tel. 033-3375411) 
for detailed information on all cultural and 
tourism events sponsored either by the ICCHCC 
orthe DOT which share an office in lloilo City. 


Feedback is welome at afrillalon@hot: 
mailcom pi 
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Drilon’s personal 


nravelings 


By Lisalto 
Contributor 


S A VISUAL FORM AND META- 
phor, the line references energy, 
the flow of life and the progres- 

Sion of events, In Rock Drilon's recent 

paintings, the line and its undulations in- 

to loops, circles and masses signify a 

journey toward the unraveling of self. 

‘Atracing of the lines in Drilon’s works 
rendered in acrylic on canvas in the 
show "Recent Paintings” reveals a pro- 
gression that, if interpreted in the light 
of psychological analysis, charts the un- 
winding and journeying of forms, per- 
haps the artists unintended symbol for 
his internal sojourns, across an expanse 
of space. 

"Selective Memory" is a diptych relay- 
ing Drilon’s personal attempt to decipher 
self and lay down visual references for 
assessing the events of his personal life. 
As the title implies, the artist does noten- 
gage in a strictly chronological account- 
ing of everything that has happened 
since birth, but, rather, systematically fil 
ters recollections of events that have 
shaped, strengthened, or scarred him 
through the decades. 

‘This particular painting is Drilon's vi- 
sual translation of biography-psycholo- 
gy, a healing technique used to draw out 
recurring and unresolved experi- 
ences—motifs of conflict, so to speak. 
But instead of recollecting the past 
through words, Drilon uses visual refer- 
ences to situate deep personal musings 
into context, in order to see how they fit 
into the entire puzzle of life. 

After scribbling cathartic passages on 
canvas, the artist obscures the text with 
abstract forms, covering the entire work 


{ Aviado, Paras, 

Rubio at Avellana 
OPENING today in Avellana Art Gallery 
(A-19, 2680 EB. Harrison St., Pasay City, 
fronting Gideon Academy; tel. 8338357) 
are three simultaneous exhibits. Pandy 
Aulados “Homage to Benzaiten (Deity of 
the Artist)" features large-scale 
tapestries and works in acrylic оп canvas 
that celebrate the purity of form. Lynyrd 
Arwyn Рага "My Heart, My Plans and 
the Lady Who Killed My Daughter and 
Son" is mainly composed of portraits in 
Sil on board and canvas that exhibit he 
rifts and bonds in family allegiances. And 
Ryan Rubio's "Melancholy of Unexpect- 
ed Places” showcases an acrylic suite of 
haunting. hoste figures rapped ina 
derelict world. 


“AFTER Boticelli: Madonna 
of the Magnificat,” by Noli Principe 
Manalang 


Manalang at Genesis 
NOLI Principe Manalang will mount his 
hibit, "Ave Maria: A 

Qo." March 24, in Gallery Gene- 
sis САЛ Building A, SM Megamall, 
Mandaluyong City). The exhibit fea- 
tures some 30 watercolor depictions of 
the Holy Mother. The exhibit will run 
Unt April 8. Cali 623812718138. 


‘Inculcation’ at National 


Museum 

THE NATIONAL Museum is showing "In- 
culcation: Museum as Nation,” the final 
leg in a serles of exhibitions to prepare. 
for the opening of the National Art 
Gallery. Museum director Cora Alvina. 
will host a reception on March 22, 6 p.m. 
‘The exhibit, which runs until May 31, can 
be viewed on the 4/5 Museum of the Fil- 
pino People at the Teodoro Valencia Cir- 
cle (formerly Agrifina), Wednesday-Sun- 
day, 10a.m-4:30 p.m. Call 5271215, 
5243005 and 5270278. 


“ORANGE Line” 


with personal symbols. 

Drilon's attempt to chart the personal 
may be gleaned from the main motifs of 
the work, which include numbers ar- 
ranged beside parallel lines or planes, 
similar to the lines of a writing pad or the 
unfolding expanse ofa staircase. 

‘The undulating and sequential flow of 
numerals from one to 50 marks the 
artists attempts at accounting for the 
passage of his personal life. The numbers 
subtly shift in hue as the numerical pro- 
gression increases: from bright orange at 
the very start, to red, maroon, violet, 
blue, turquoise, and gold. 

‘The color shifts are likewise signifiers 
of how the artist views each respective 
phase. Other forms in the work are open- 
ended and recurring loops treading the 
expanse of space. 

The way the lines of Drilon’s paintings 
entangle in circular journeys speak of in- 


VISUAL ARTS 


Palencia wins in Busan 
PALENCIA has been 
chosen one of six 
prizewinners in an open 
international competition 
for the 2006 Busan Bien- 
nale Sea Art Festival, 
which will open on 

Sept. 17 and runs 

until November in 
Busan, Korea. His 
prize-winning en- 

try, "Ocean Drag- 


ternal contradictions. The way the 
artists forms loop in a sweeping, all-en- 
compassing way in the work “Selective 
Memory,” for instance, is far different 
from the way they all converge in other 
paintings in the show, such as the series 
titled “Untitled” 1-3. 

According to the artist, these were 
among a series of paintings produced in 
Brooklyn, New York, where he stayed for 
a brief hiatus last year. 

Situated inconspicuously at the pe- 
riphery of the gallery's wall, the small- 
scale paintings are variations on a single 
image: a continuous line looped up and 
bunching into a single entanglement. 

The tangled and winding forms in dis- 
mal hues point to literal allusions be- 
neath the mass of convolutions. This mo- 
tifis repeated in the exposed sketch lines 
beneath the forms, jutting out like thorns 
piercing the pale rose backgrounds of the 
works. 


Peripheral 

‘The rest of the paintings in the show 
demonstrate the artist's cognizance of 
the peripheral. 

“Orange Line” derives its title from a 
sliver of tangerine in a sea of turquoise 
and milkish white filling the canvas. 

“Yellow Line” is a diptych which de- 
rives its title from, in a plane predomi- 
nantly filled with black, gray and blue 
forms, a deliberate canary line that 
seemingly passes off as a random or an 
insignificant part of the complex paint- 
ing. 

“Red Line,” similarly, reinforces the 
veiled irony between the title's text and 
the images painted on canvas. The literal 
referent of this works title, too, is simi- 
larly situated at the very periphery of the 


Totally 


woman, 
totally 
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painting: а gaunt, vertical scarlet slash 
lost in a galaxy of floating and expansive. 
forms, like a lacerated wound on the 
verge of bleeding. 

These works, taken as a whole, are 
subtle reminders of formal and personal 
contradictions. The metaphors in “Re- 
cent Paintings,” however, are deeply and 
intimately personal ones that may not be 
readily evident to viewers unacquainted 
with the artist. 

The veneer of detachment is likewise 
reinforced by the straightforward and 
seemingly impersonal title of the show 
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“UNTITLED” 


and the simple titles of the works. 

‘The show, after all the scrutiny, is an 
affirmation of how abstraction articu- 
lates the personal. It demonstrates how 
either the studied or spontaneous com- 
position of forms creates concrete im- 
ages of the inchoate and complex mass 
of subjectivities brimming beneath 
skin. 


Rock Drilon's "Recent Paintings” is on 
view at Mag:net Gallery Katipunan until 
March 31. Call 9293191 or e-mail mag- 
netcafekatips@yahoo.com.ph 


on," figures prominently in 

the Biennale's theme of “Public Art, 
curated by Ryu Byoung Hak, and will 
be installed on the promenade along 
Heaundae Beach in Busan in July. Oth- 
er winners are Subodh Kerkar of India, 
Alina and Jeff Bliumis of the US, Tet- 
suo Yamafuji of Japan and Art Family 
of Korea. 


Art Discovery exhibit 

THE ART Discovery and Learning 
Foundation inc. wil hold a group ex- 
ibi of small works on flowers, March 
20-31, at the Blooms and Foliage In- 
spiratons, 123-A Scout Gandia cor. 
Scout Tori, ОС. Participating artists 
include Judy Lim, Dr LorenzaCalpatu- 
та, Roger Chavez Serena Borras, Is- 
abelta Maderazo, Jose Dinglasan, Ben 
Infante, Gaudencio Romion Jr. and 
Fernando B. Seña. 


Women artists at Liongoren 
EIGHT Filipino women artists come to- 
gether in Liongoren Gallery's annual "8. 
Pipino." an invitational art exhibit in 
commemoration of Women's Month. 
The show wil feature ol paintings, pho- 
tography. installation art and digital arts 
by Isabel Aqulizan, Cynthia Alexander, 
Ligaya Ferando-Amibangsa, Hannah 
Liongoren, Isa Lorenzo, Lea Padila, 
Teena Sao and Rolie Yusi. The show 
opens on March 24 and runs until April 
16in Liongoren Gallery, 111 New York, 
Cubao, QC, and on Apri 17-23 at Ga- 
lerie Y in SM Megamall. 


Cordero at West 

LOUIE CORDERO presents his latest 
‘one-man exhibit, "Bad Taste,” March 
21-Аргї 8 in West Gallery, 48 West 
Ave., OC. The exhibit features familiar 
icons in visceral situations. it attempts 
to convey the artist's thought through 
visual juxtapositions. Call 4110336. 


"UNTITLED," watercolor on Fabriano paper, 


by Leon Pacunayen 


“OCEAN Dragon,” by Joaquin 
Palencia 


3 solos at Nineveh 

NINEVEH Artspace presents three solo 
shows: "Batang Kaiye,” by Oville D.R. 
Tiamson of Angono, Rizal: “Musmos,” 
һу Bernard Vista of Pakil, Laguna: and 
"MeLaKaw," by Rey Bollozos of Toril, 
Davao City. The exhibits run until April 
in Nineveh Artspace, 2452, 1st Ave., 
Villa Silangan, Sta. Cruz, Laguna. Call 
(049) 8086617/ (049) 8106315/0916- 
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“HARI,” pen and ink on paper, by 
Rey Bollozos 


Summer art workshop 

THE POSITIVISM Ал Gallery conducts 
summer art workshops starting March 
25 at the Makati Cinema Square, and 
on April 2 at Walter Mart, Pasay Road 
cor. Pasong Tamo, Makati City. Regis~ 
tration forthe seven-weak program is 
ongoing. Сай 8112432 or 0927- 
5522288. 


Pacunayen at Delas Islas 
GALERIA de las Islas pre- 
sents “Reminisce with My 
Masterpieces," a one-man 
exhibit of watercolors by 
Leon Pacunayen. The 
show features works ren- 
dered in watercolor using 
the artists distinctive wet 
on wet style. Abstract 
landscapes and sti fes 
are also included inthe ex- 
fitit The show rans unti 
Apri 8. Galeria de las Islas 
is on 3/F, Silahis Center 
Building. 744 Gen. Luna 
St., Intramuros, Mania 
calis272113 
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By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


A SHOW BY EIGHT WOMEN IS A FITTING 
tribute to womanhood, and more so if the 
artists, of widely divergent styles, have come 
together and bonded in art's name, sprung 
from the well-tended valley of Marikina, 

“Kulay Kikay” (Renaissance Gallery, Art- 
walk, SM Megamall, March 24-31), so-called 
because of its allusion to the modern Filip- 
ina's fashion sense, features senior artists Re- 
my Boquiren and Lydia Velasco, junior artists 
Sheila Tiangco, Armida Francisco and Lisa 
Villasefior, and emergent artist Honey Banal, 
and sisters Chie and Chigo Cruz (Velasco's 
daughters) 

Boquiren, in “Calla Lily Gatherer," shows 
her trademark maiden clad instylish bandan- 
na and jeans, hugging a bouquet of long- 
stemmed lilies. With her hues in bold profu- 
sion, and her women svelte and willowy, Bo- 
quiren has clearly evolved 
into a colorist who has no 
qualms about seducing the 
eye. 

Velasco has her usual 
Mother and Child figure in 
“Puso ng Isang Ina,” 
shrouded in shimmering 
white cloth, their eyes gaz- 
ing on each other with ten- 
derly maternal affection. 
Surely, such a scene may 
now be considered de 
rigueur, but given the 
artist's proclivity for updat- 
ing religious icons, the 
work may well liberate 
artists enamored with con- 
vention or tradition, com- 
ing in such sensual fashion, 
as only Velasco could de- 
cree. 

The works of Tiangco, 
though encapsulated im 
still-life genre, are poten- 
tially alluring to the viewer. 
A restaurateur who dab- 
bles in flower painting, 
Tiangco comes offasa real- 
ist who, like Georgia O'Ke- 
effe, magnifies her subjects 
by rendering them in larg- 
er-than-life and allegorical 
mode. 

Given her expertise with tropical blooms, 
these works cast a seductive and suggestive 
erotic presence, more so with their partly or 
generously exposed petals, reddish pistils to 
boot. 

Francisco, who has worked as illustrator 


“BATIBOT,” by Honey Banal 


by Remy Boquiren 


and interior designer, has a festive sense of 
color and mirthful sensibility of composition, 
most evident in her attempt to render the sub- 
ject of the body as primal seat of energy. She 
has done a lot of ethnic themes, indigenous 
subjects with a dose of universal mirth. 

The works of Villaseñor are, of course, no 
less alluring, simply because they are en- 
dowed with joie de vivre, generated by her 
use of textures and depth. She knows her 
plant life amazingly well, evident in her use 
of tropical and garden plants growing abun- 
dantly. 

Banal, on the other 
hand, celebrates the banal- 
ity of images with her two- 
level compositions, often 
depicting the collaborative 
works of children and 
adults. This she does by ac- 
tually enlisting the scrib- 
bling of her own two kids. 

In “Puting Pader,” for in- 
stance, the diptych shows a 
two-paneled painting, the 
bigger part in off-white 
configuration, and the 
smaller part in darkened 
color, with a contrasting 
sharper image of the same 
subject. 

‘The pieces of sisters Chie 
and Chigo Cruz are execu 
ed in mixed-media paint- 
ing and sculpture, respec 
tively. The latter has а 
quirky, irreverent and 
quasi-primitive — painting 
style that works in unchart 
ed ways, while the former 
works in resin and plaster 
of Paris to depict body 
parts, as in "Hope," where 
she has two open palms 
showing olive-hued leaves. 
It is still too early to say 
where these experiments will ultimately lead 
to, but her derring-do coupled with unblush 
ing view of sexuality is quite affecting, to say 
the least. 


E-mail author at gdormiendo@yahoo.com 
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An artist 
creating his 
own reality 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


is a sight to behold. Called “Event 
Space” and rendered in oil on canvas, 

itis a 10-panel piece of artistic gigantism. 
This is displayed as a mural in the artists 
11th exhibit until March 26 in the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines, Roxas Boulevard, 
Pasay City. The single canvas expands to some 
5 ftin width and 80 ft in length running along 


A MANDO SANTOS 115 LATEST WORK 


AMAN and his 
artistic giganti 


First, he covered the long canvas with a 
scratchy color field embellished with giant 
brushstrokes, Then he fragmented the canvas 
into 10 equal parts, Finally, he rearranged the 
parts to break the strokes! visual and physical 
continuity. 

So what does he wantto achieve with the dis- 
arrangement? 

"Once the pieces are joined together in a ma- 
nipulated sequence, the brushstrokes offer a 
different visual account on these disjointed spa- 
tial indicators as our eyes follow their new 
course,” the artist slyly explains. "It shows possi- 
ble definitions of events, space and, ultimately, 
time—as a moment, departing from real time, 
which escapes the viewer's default knowledge 
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of time's entropic characte 

That is, of course, Darwin's theory of relativi 
tyhere applied on an artwork, Who would have 
thought something like that was practicable in 
painting? 

The exhibition note elaborates: “The work 
seeks to contribute to the many possibilities of 
testing the concepts of space-time as presented 
inthe field of physics. This examination into the 
broad dimension of physics as a contextual ap- 


proach to art-making can be a considerable 
source for critical visual methodology and cre- 
ative production, as in the case of art theories in 
semiotics, memory, power. This exhibitis a vali- 
dation of the artist's chance to create his own re- 
ality through his artwork.” 

It is not surprising then to learn that Aman is 
taking up his Master of Fine Arts at the Univers 
ty of the Philippines, hotbed of such recondite 
ideas. 


SMOKE GOES OUT, 
TASTE OF FOOD STAYSIN. 


Elba gas range with chimney-like funnel. 


Grilled food almost always has a hintof smoke-taste especially 
when done in your oven. And there is not much you can dà 
about it. But Elba Cookers has already anticipated that 
problem, thus coming up with a built-in chimney-ike funnel, 
thatis located behind alils gas ovens. 


This funnel sucks in all the smoke inside your oven, thus 


the wall of Pasilyo Vicente Manansala (2/F 
Hallway). 

"The young artist, who signs his works simply 
“aman,” explains: “The long stretch of canvas 
allows me to create brushstrokes varying in 
length, size, gravity, violence, texture and 
movement.” 

"The piece is technically composed of 10 can- 
vases placed side by side on which are broadly 
applied brushstrokes of red, yellow, orange, 
white, gray, light blue and yellow-green on a 
plane of earth-brown, 

"The brushstrokes—a single stroke or two on 
‘each panel—range from circular to arching, 
peaking, undulating, Seen as a unit, they give 
the impression of one long disrupted move- 
ment. 

Says the artist: ‘A brushstroke applied on the 
canvas travels for a certain distance in space 
and time. These strokes vary depending on the 
applicator used and how much pigment it con- 
tains, or the manner and force with which they 
are applied on the canvas surface.” 

‘Aman's method is simple enough, it is the re- 
sult that appears hard to comprehend. Its like 
the artist is foisting a game, presenting a jigsaw 
puzzle to the viewer, or playing with a law of 
physics 
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Asia's MOST STYLISH women 
FROM HONG KONG, SHANGHAI, BENING, KOREA, THAILAND, 
TALAVSIA: SINGAPORE: NDOWESIA AND THE PHILIPPINES 
тис 400 UST 
THE ESSENTIAL REGISTER OF PHILIPPINE HIGH SOCIETY 
лоо PEOPLE YOU MUST KNOW IN ASIA 
Tt MOST POWERFUL & INFLUENTIAL 
PEOPLE IN THE REGION 


PLUS: THE BEST PARTIE, GOWNS & WEDDINGS 
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ELBA showrooms 
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eliminating the chance oft going to your food. So you willenjéy 
теге of the taste of what you are cooking and less of the 
smoke. 


‘And with all these features, your Elba is worth your every peso. 
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AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING LEADING APPLIANCE STORES: 


cfun ABENSON — ето 


ORUM. CENTRE 


@ WESTERN 


Past ond Maka Cy” Ebo Showroom Gapan, Olongapo 
iy, Cehu Tu. зам 


е Е ~ 
Бк A 


A PEKAS-FREE PHIL 


From as far north as Baguio to as far south as Davao, the common 
problem of dark patches, skin discoloration, dark spots or pekas on many, 
Filipina faces is steadily becoming a thing of the past, largely due to: 
the first oral treatment for pekas — Pynocare 40 Actisome. 


Celebrating its first year in the Philippines, Pynocare 40 Actisome 
has gone around the Philippines over the last 12 months through the 
"Pekas-Free Filipina” mall activation tour to allow more Filipinas to 
discover'for themselves the wonders of pekas-free skin. 


As part of Mega We Care's initiative, it will continue to visit malls in 
other parts of the archipelago to bring to more Women this trusted and 
reliable brand in Southeast Asia backed 
pu t 
а Е 
* Two clinical studies in Thailand 
and Malaysia attesting to its 
85% efficacy rate 


Strengthened by its unique MSCC 

(Melasma Skin Clear Complexion) 
Complex Actisome product 
formulation that combats melasma ; 
or pekas from within 

ЕА 

кадр And over 200,000 women all over, 

Southeast Asia enjoying the benefits 

of pekas-free skin 


Flordeliza, 48, 
House 


Vicky Batu, Benita Vinluan, 

Eya Ducat and Flordeliza Pamplona 
of Metro Manila were among the first 
wave of satisfied Filipinas who are 
now enjoying glowing pekas-free skin! 


No Peels. No Chemicals. No Lasers. NO Pain. 
Just 2 capsules a day for at least 8 weeks, anil Be Pekas-Free. 
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# NO nl ie 


The bandwagon of satisfied Pynocare users continue to 
grow as more and more women from all over the 
hilippines are discovering the secret to Pekas-Free skin! 


“Sun exposure and use of cosmelics over the last seven 
years caused my pekas. After taking Pynocare, the 
Yiscoloration all over my body lightened by 70% and 
became smoother! | am satisfied with the results.” 
“Adela Hipolito, a 46-year-old businesswoman 
and Pynocare user of 8 weeks 


m 
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“I've been using Pynocare for a month now and Гат 
very satisfied with the results. The changes | have-seen 
on my face have convinced me to continue using 
* Pynocare." P 
- Rosanna Ocampo, a 46-year-old housewife, 
Pynocare user of 4 weeks чы, : P OM 
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“1 play golf a lot and I've been suffering from Melasma o 


for 5 years now, as a result of excess sun exposure. 1 
tried topical creams but struggled with the recurring 
condition and felt that it was a waste of money. Now 
that | am using Pynocare, | am satisfied with the 
lightening and reduction.” 

- Joyce Fukuda, a 44-year-old golfer, 


^A, Pynocare user of 4 weeks fei 


PA 
^| have had melasma for the last five years as a result 
of excessive use of astringents and direct exposure to 
the sun. Since | started using Pynocare, I’ve noticed 
my cheeks have cleared up considerably. People around 
me have started noticing it too.” 

- Adela Pasicolan, a 34-year-old Assistant Branch 

Manager, Pynocare user of 3 months 


“| discovered Pynocare during the Pekas-Free Filipina 
Mall Tour here in Cebu, Since then, I have been using 
the product and observed that my melasma spots started 
to lighten. I'm happy with the results.” 
jenny Chua Chan, a 48-year-old Bank Employee 
and Pynocare user of 3 months 
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Carry only ONE card and get billed in US Dollars for your 
foreign transactions and in Pesos for your local purchases. 
No double-edged offer here. Just a straightforward idea 
that spells double convenience. 
ча -1әз% Была 
mote Th Also, enjoy a world of privileges with Equitable Visa Card's 
World's Best Offers. Huge discounts and unique perks from 
top-tiered travel destinations around the world are 
yours exclusively. 


APPLY NOW! 


867-7977 


1-800- 1888-3264 


(Domestic Toll-Free) 


VISA 


As you age, it's not just your skin that becomes dry. 
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contemplation 


By Jessica Jalandoni-Robillos 
Contributor 


IGHT AFTER EARNING HER FINE 

Arts degree at the College of the Holy 

‘Spirit where she majored in Art Edu- 
cation, Rona Buenaseda became Onie Chua 
and settled down to have three children. It 
would take eight years before she would put 
her degree to use, applying as an art teacher 
at the Immaculate Conception Academy. She 
only taught there for a year, though, because 
of maternal duties. 

Unwilling to give up teaching, Rona decided 
to offer art classes and began with one student 
inher garage in San Juan. By giving out fiyers, 
the number of enrollees grew and she now al- 
so holds classes in Makati. The ages of her 
pupils range from 7 to 60 years old, and she 
only allows a maximum of 10 per class, careful 
to give each student sufficient attention. 

She is keen on urging youngsters to explore 
their artistic inclinations, recalling how her 
parents were very supportive of her own lean- 
ing. She tells of how they fondly remember 
her constant doodling even before she learned 
to write. Throughout her elementary and high 
school years at Assumption College and also 
while her kids grew, Rona turned to sketching. 

Nowadays her sketches serve as studies for 
works in watercolor, acrylic, 
and oil. Her first solo exhibit 
featured only watercolor 
pieces, but as she has reac- 
quainted herself with oil, she 
finds she is enjoying her work | 
even more. 

Her second show is "Seeing 
Through Color" at the Crucible 


| Gallery (4/L, SM Megamall: tel. 


6356061), March 21-April 2, 
presenting pieces that are pret- 
ty and feminine, very much like 
the artist herself. 


Although in this age it maybe “THREE Wishes” 


inaccurate to say that floral ar- 

rangements, food and gardens are distinct 
womanly preoccupations, the notion seems 
apt for Rona Chua, since it applies both in her 


| paintings and her being a homemaker. 


Tranquility 
New in this collection are serene land- 
scapes, some inspired by pictures, some by 
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"UNDER the April Sun" 


imagination. It seems, though, that the inclu- 
sion of garden chairs and an empty wooden 
boat indicate a personal want for tranquili- 
ty—the artist being a mother/wife/teacher 
must somehow yearn for quiet time. 

"Under the April Sun,” for instance, echoes 
the constant wish of every busy mom for soli- 
tude, to hie off alone as a break 
from wifely duties and domestic- 
ityin general. 

Which is not to say that Rona 
pines for a certain refuge. In fact, 
she says she is at peace and hap- 
piest when she is painting while 
listening to classical music. 

This contentment is evident in 
her works, such as her florals 
surrounded by a dreamlike aura. 
‘The pieces are best experienced 
firsthand, because the ethereal 
detail do not show in pictures. 

This outing, in fact, allows 
Viewers to see through Rona Chua—in choos- 
ing to render the ever-familiar still life, she al- 
lows viewers peek into her charmed life, one 
with loving husband and children she dotes 
on, who support her in return, 

Hersis art borne of sheer, simple joy, speaking 
of fulfillment and fulfillment itself in its creation. 


E-mail author at jejaro2002@yahoo.com 


Care for your eyes like your hands. Moisturize your eyes daily with Visine Refresh. Works like tears. 


d 
أ‎ JA 


/(———————  ——————— ÁÀ T —MÁ— C ( 


ни 


— 


MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006 : PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER | | SMOOTH & SEXY. 


ges n= HAIR-FREE 
BIKINI LINES. 


Ромео, om us at lifestyle @inquirercom-ph 


ne wets your feedbacks 
inquirer life namefage/city/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Cali the Facial Care 
Centre for LaserLight 


892545) 


Maestra Celebrate your child's 


graduation. 


D alis ay Aldaba Make your 


reservations now. 


de S erved to be Check out the RESTAURANTS classification in the 
ALDABA 
By Pablo A. Tariman 


= National Artist [АЈ YELOW PAGES 


AESTRA DALISAY ALDA- 

ba, the last great Filipina 

Madama Butterfly was 
laid to rest last Wednesday to the 
strains of Puccini's "Un bel di” 
(sang with dramatic fervor by UP 
student Deeda Barreto) at the San- 
tuario Chapel in Forbes Park. 

A few months back, her equally illustrious 
sister, Estefania Aldaba Lim (who had passed 
away a mere two weeks earlier before Maes- 
tra) had asked me, "Pablo, you know the ca- 
reer of my sister, Dalisay? Don't you think she 
deserves to be National Artist?" 

1 said the honor was long overdue but the 
bureaucracy which still controls the leading 
cultural institutions has a strange way of 
working in this country. 

Award-giving bodies only think of giving 
artists their long-overdue recognition only 
when they are already dead. The research 
groups working for these awards committees 
only work during awards season and don’t re- 
ally monitor artists who devoted an entire life 
to their art. 

(1 remember a cultural institution giving 
last-minute tribute to Zeneida Amador only in 
her deathbed.) 

To those who didn't know Maestra Aldaba 
well, she is simply the last of the great Filipino 
Madama Butterflys and her passing away sig- 
nals the end of an opera era in the country. 
She followed the illustrious trail of the coun- 
пуз first distinguished Cio Cio San—Isang 
Tapales and Jovita Fuentes. The first died 
without a decent tribute from the CCP or any 
cultural organization but the latter became 
National Artist. 

‘Aldaba didn’t stop even after her perform- 
ing days were over. She taught, she founded 
the Opera Guild of the Philippines, and was 
laid to rest without a single representative 
from CCP and NCCA paying tribute to her in 
the Requiem Mass. 

Ie was the same act of indifference I saw in 
the wake of Maestra Isang Tapales and Maes- 
tra Mercedes Matias Santiago (the country's 
first Lucia di Lammermoor). 

Aldaba debuted in Madama Butterfly in the 
late '405 at the New York City Opera and 
reprised it in Philadelphia, Washington DC, 
and later in Spain (Oviedo) and France (Lyon, 
Nice, Marseilles). 

‘The eminent Paul Hume reviewed Aldaba's 
‘Washington debut: “Miss Aldaba proved one 
of the finest singers to take on the role in the 
city Her appearance is perfect for the part and 
she adds to it an ease and engaging stage 
manner that carried her through the unusual- 
ly long role with no difficulty. Her voice is 
small but beautifully produced. It carried well 
and sounded as full as the larger voices with 
which it was matched. She won an ovation af- 
ter her big Second Act aria.” 

As I reviewed the countrys illustrious array 
of first-rate performing artists, none of them 
(except for Jovita Fuentes) —from violinist Car 
mencita Lozada, soprano Evelyn Mandac and 
pianist Cecile Licad.—will ever get to be Nation 
al Artists until their careers are long over. 


Tribute to Redentor Romero 
Another person who devoted an entire life 
to enriching the country's cultural life was the 
Jate violinist-conductor Redentor Romero. He 
brought first-rate artists to the countryside 
and 1 met first-rate instrumentalists and 
singers (from Nelly Miricioiu to Alexandru 
Tomescu) through him. no Sit back and enjoy low down payments on the cool Chevrolet Aveo or the sleek Chevrolet Optra. 
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ON ITS 130TH YEAR IN 
‘the Philippines, the 
“Hongkong Shanghai Bank- 
“ing Corp. (HSBC), with the 
National Commission for 
- Culture and the Arts and 
Sa Aklat Sisikat Founda- 
tion (SAS), has released 
2*Of Jars and Weaves, Ter- 
“races and Beads: Icons of 
ur Living Culture.” 
;. The bilingual picture book in full 
olor consists of seven stories based 
on seven cultural icon that every 
ilipino child should know. The 
seven icons are related to the early 
“civilization that the Filipinos had 
“before foreign colonial influences. 
#The icons are based on research by 
* cultural anthropologist E Landa Jo- 
Zano. 
$F The seven icons are the Banawe 
M 


Book club on “Dante Club,” ‘Cholera’ 


" THE POWER BOOK CLUB WILL TACKLE “THE 
Dante Club” by Matthew Pearl on March 28, 
6:30 pam, at Powerbooks Greenbelt, and “Love 
in the Time of Cholera” by Nobel Prize author 

“Gabriel García Márquez on March 29, 6:30 p.m., 


“at Powerbooks Megamall. 


= “The Dante Club” is about the literary genius- 
ces who are finishing America's first translation of 
the Divine Comedy” and are preparing to unveil 
Dante's remarkable visions to ће New World. 
“The members of the club fight to keep a sacred 
literary cause alive, but their plans fall apart 


HEIDI Abad 


Rice Terraces, which show ancient 
Filipinos’ engineering skills; abaca 
ikat textile weave; mummification, 
which shows native Filipinos 
knowledge of chemistry and the 
sciences; ancient glass beads; the 
Balanghai, which shows the native 
skill in boat-making; the Laguna 
copper plate, which contrains an- 
cient syllabary writing; the Ma- 


CARLA Pacis 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


—— LIFESTYLE 


AUDIE Gemora 


munggul jar which represents a 
worldview and belief in the after- 
life. Each story also reflects a value 
system. 

Award-winning  writersCarla 
Pacis and Heidi Emily Eusebio 
Abad wrote the stories. 

“The icons we have written 
about show а Philippines that every 
Filipino child can be proud of" 


dein Pinoy heritage; 


Pacis sad. 

“eis hoped this book will remind 
today's generation of Filipinos 
about the values of industry, hon- 
esty, respect, and passion for pro- 
tecting and improving upon the 
legacy of our forebears," Abad said. 

Illustrations are by painter and 
printmaker Jeannie Javelosa. 

Sa Aklat Sisikat (SAS), whose vi- 
sion is to build a nation of readers 
through the implementation of 
reading programs in public schools, 
will distribute some 5,000 copies to 
480 public schools nationwide. 

At present, HSBC is sponsoring 
reading programs in 22 public ele- 
mentary schools in Quezon City 
HSBC will also provide copies to 
the HSBC Readiscovery Center li- 
braries in Muntinlupa, Pasig, Mani- 
la and Quezon City. 

“As the beneficiary of this HSBC- 


(87 


the Sa Aklat Sisikat Foundation is 
enthusiastic and thrilled that our 
Filipino school children will learn 
more about our early civilization 
through this beautiful book! Pride 
in one's country begins with an un- 
derstanding of one’s heritage. This 
book takes that much-needed first 
step,” said Margarita Delgado, 
president of SAS. 

Limited copies are available to 


OF JARS AND 
AG 


+ PHOTOSBYJMGUAO PUNZALAN 


branches in Paseo Center, ABS-CBN 
‘Complex, Katipunan Ave., Shangri- 
La Mall, SM North Edsa, SM Cen- 
terPointand the Baywalk. 

Copies may also be purchased 
through the HSBC credit card. Log 
оп to wwwhsbe.com.ph to down- 
Joad the order form. 

Call the HSBC public айай 
partment, 8305781. For every topy 
one buys, HSBC donates acopytoa 


унио 
Weaving) 
introduces 
himself after 
rescuing Evey 
(Natalie 


FROM COMIC BOOK TO FILM 


THERE ARE SEVERAL REASONS 

why "V for Vendetta” is not your 
run-ofthe-mill hero movie. The 
first is the mask (it has got to be the 
mask). Perhaps the only comic 
book hero whose real face or iden- 
tity is never revealed, V wears a 
mask and hair that are supposed 
to be a likeness of Guy Fawkes, 
the famous conspirator hanged 
by England's James 1 for conspir- 
acy tobomb London's Parliament 
building in 1608. 

Second would be the expres- 
sion on the mask—a veritable 
novelty. It wears a wide and silly 
grin, evoking a persona that 
borders on the mischievous if 
mot the downright mad. And 

third is the actual, theatrical 
madness in the character be- 
hind the mask, in a manner 
reminiscent of Jack Nichol- 
sons Joker in Tim Burton's 

“Batman” (1989). 

“Vendetta” is based on the Warrior 
comicbook series created by Alan 
Moore and David Lloyd in 1981 and 
‘completed аз а graphic novel under Ver- 
tigo (of the DC banner) in 1989, Set 
against a backdrop of a Britain in the 


Portman) from pear future, the story tells of an unfore- 


London's 
“Fingermen.” 


tions 
no. 


story 


venal 


seen “hero” out to remind everyone that 
life should not be as puppet-like as ће 
fascist government directs. His medium 


when a series of murders erupts through Boston 
and Cambridge. The scholars realize that the 
gruesome killings are modeled on the descrip- 


of Hell's punishments from Dante's Infer- 


“Love in the Time of Cholera" is about unre- 
quired passion so strong that it binds three peo- 
Йез lives together for more than 50 years. In the 


of Florentino Ariza, who waits more than 


half a century to declare his undying love to the 
beautiful Fermina Daza, whom he lost to Dr. Ju- 


Urbino so many years before, García Már- 


of choice? Terrorism and bombing key 
London structures such as the Parlia- 
mentbuilding and the Old Bailey 

The targets are symbolic, Parliament 
being the center of government and the 
Old Bailey the central criminal court, 
the proverbial comerstone of Britain's 
justice system, which V considers to 
have fallen under the corrupt control of 
the fascist regime. 

But meanwhile, Vs intentions are 
not free from impurity as he also nurses 
a murderous grudge against the gov- 
'emment, particularly several personali- 
ties involved in his imprisonment in the 
government-run Larkhill Asylum, an in- 
carceration that destroyed and created 
him at the same time, 


V for visually stunning 

"Vendetta" the movie cuts off much 
from the comic book story ine, and ef- 
fects a more than just a few changes 
perhaps for cinematic effect. But the 
script by the Wachowski brothers (of 
"The Matrix” fame) leaves viewers 
hanging inasmuch as the final product 
is wanting in proper character and story 
development. The story is hard to fol- 
low, and moviegoers will wonder from 
time to time why and how things come 
tobe. 

Needless to say, fans of the graphic 
novel must brace themselves for major 
tweaking in the story, as in the case of 


quez has created a vividly absorbing fictional 


world. 


Registrants will get a 10-percent off the fea- 
tured book. Powercard Plus holders can get 20- 
percent off. The first 16 registrants will get a free 


cup of coffee from the Java Man. 


Powerbooks Specialty Store has branches at 
Greenbelt 4 (7576428 to 29), Megamall 
(6352898 to 99), Alabang Town Center 
(8505662 to 63), Glorietta (7527075), Shangri- 


sponsored heritage children's book, 


Evey, Уз young female assistant, who 
becomes older in the movie version and. 
whose background is changed to make 
her an activist against the dystopian 
regime. 

"The Wachowskis, however, together 
with a brilliant direction by their "Ma- 
trix’ colleague, James McTeigue, ably 
pull off a visually stunning watch rich 
‘with the red of blood and roses and the 
tense, brooding darkness of a demo- 
cratically failed London. 

‘The action sequences should satisfy 
viewers wowed by the quick and pow- 
erful fighting trend started by the "Ma- 
trix’ trilogy. 

V is played magnificently by Hugo 
Weaving, whose voice acting shows 
why he is in a league of his own. Unlike 
in the cases of his Agent Smith and El- 


By Susan G. Daluz 


La (6380023/25) and Robinsons Place Ermita 


(5233334/5243448). 


the public for only P150 at Mag:net 


public school library. Д 


The mask of the red death 


tond, Weaving had to find a way to ef- 

fectively impart the masked V's emo- 
tions only through the nuances and 
tone of his speech. He succeeds verily 

Natalie Portman's Evey, meanwhile, 
is likewise commendable, An accom- 
plished actress herself, Portman sheds 
off her sweet countenance for a shaved 
head, a troubled look, and subtly angry 
eyes. 

"They are joined by actors Stephen 
Rea as Chief Inspector Finch, and John 
Hurt as the iritatingly self-absorbed 
and overconfident fascist leader Adam. 
Suter. 

Allin ай, “Vendetta” will etch tse in 
viewers minds because of the questions 
that accompanies it. What if you have a 
hero who does not save lives, but kills in 
order to achieve his goal? Which is the 
hero, and which the villain? The ques- 
tion raises a chilling reminder of present 
and recent societal events, globally. 

After all, in not revealing who is be- 
hind the mask, V does not represent any 
man or any ideology but becomes 
merely an idea, something that puts a 
twist in what and how we think about 
things. And like he says, an idea does 
not go away that easily In fact, it doesn't 
die, but will remain cavorting playfully 
їп peoples minds, dancing to 
Beethoven's Fifth Symphony while a 
statue of a lady holding a sword and 
scales blows up into a fireworks display 


HOW HAS A BOOK CHANGED MY LIFE? 


This book taught me 
how to go beyond 
my self-absorption 


WHEN MY OWN MARRIAGE 
of 20 years was on the verge of 


destruction due to mid-life cri- 
sis and depression, “The Pur- 


Dumaguete writing workshop 
now accepting applications 


‘APPLICATIONS FOR FELLOWSHIPS TO THE 
45th edition of the National Writers Workshop in 
Dumaguete City are being accepted until March 
31. 

National Artist for Literature Edith L. Tiempo, 
workshop director, announced that the summer 
sessions will be held May 1027. 

“Application letters should be addressed to Dr. 
‘Tiempo, 2/8 CAP Bldg. Rizal Blvd., Dumaguete 
City together with а resumé, two 1" x2" photos of 
the applicant, and manuscripts in English in any 
of the following genres, with respective quantity: 


| Maestra Dalisay 
Aldaba. . . remot 


By coincidence, Romanian violinist 
Alexandru Tomescu will be in Manila 
Wednesday this week for a performance 
on March 26, at the Philamlife Theater, 
with Mary Anne Espina, 

‘The first thing this violinist does before 
he does his first rehearsal here is to go the 
Marikina cemetery to visit the grave of 
Romero. 

1 find this an irony because Romero is 
held in very high regard as an artist abroad 
but ignored in his own country. 

But I suppose the best tribute any artist 
can get will not come from award-giving 
bodies but from the heart and mind of the 
audiences which get respite from national 
turmoil from the unforgettable perfor- 
mances of these artists, 

In memory of Mr, Romero and Maestra 
Dalisay Aldaba, 1 will ask Alexandru 
Tomescu to play "Meditation" from the 
opera "Thais" as part of his Manila pro- 


pose-Driven Life,” by Rick War- 
ren, greatly helped me in 
pulling myself back together. 

‘This book has opened my 
eyes to the reality of this ques- 
tion: When others, meaning 
my immediate family (espe- 
cially my children), depend so 
much on me for their well-be- 
ing, physical health, emotional 
stability, and, most 
important, their 
spiritual nourish- 
ment, whom can] «а 
depend on? N 

“Its in Christ... we 
find out who we are w^ 
and what we are living for” 
(Ephesians 1:11) 

“The Purpose-Driven Life” 
has given me the truth and in- 
spiration on the great Divine 
Plan for one's life and the 
proper attitude aligned with 
God's. 

1realized that wherever God 
has placed me, there is always 
a reason. When the needs of 
the people entrusted in my 
care are met, 1 see the face of 
God. 


3.5 short stories, 7-10 poems, 3-5 creative nonfic- 
tion essays, or 2 one-act plays. 

"The manuscripts can be sent as hardcopy, but 
should also be accompanied by a disk copy 
preferably in MS Word, plus a certification that 
the works are original and a recommendation let- 
ter from a professor of literature or creative writ 
ing ora writer of distinction. 

Fellowships cover board and lodging. 

Writers who have already received fellowships 
їп other national workshops for this year are en- 
joined to apply at another time. 


Asean-Japan technical theater workshop 


A FIRSTORITS-KIND TRAIN- 
“ing in the field of technical the- 
ater runs March 13-27 at the 
Sinag Ans Studio in Mandaluy- 
ong City as the Sinag Arts 
Foundation, їп cooperation 
with the Japan Foundation, 
holds the Asean-Japan Techni- 
cal Theater and Design Work- 
- shop. 

With the theme “Acting To- 
gether, Working Together,” the 
workshop will gather technical 
theater professionals бот 


together and happy, can posi- 
tively change one's life. 
Looking beyond my 
self-absorption 
and rising 
above—through 
God's grace—obsta- 
cles have prompted 
me to give uncondi- 
tional love and selfless service 
not only to those dearest to me 
but also to others. 

‘Thus, I can truly declare that 
this soul-piercing book, “The 
Purpose-Driven Life,” has 
largely affected my personal, 
family and social life. 


Asean-member countries, in- 
cluding the Philippines and 
Japan, lis aim is to advance the. 
knowledge and skills of the 
participants and create a net- 
work for intellectual and artis- 
tic exchange related to techni- 
cal theater 

Theater design experts from | 
the Philippines and Japan will 
facilitate the workshop, head- 
ed by Japanese lighting design 
er Shoko Matsumoto; top Fil- 
ipino designer Gino Gonzales; 


theater manager expert Ed 
Murillo; arts administration ex- 
pert and Cultural Center of the 
Philippines president Nestor O. 
Jardin; and Japanese sound 
‘designer Ishi Hiromi and tech- 
nical director Hitoshi Yishiki. 
A highlight of the workshop 
the restaging of Tanghalang 
Pilipino's hit musical “Zsa Zsa 
Zatumah.” 

Call 5313491, fax 5319524, 
e-mail sinagars@yahoo.com 
or visit wwwsinag-arts.org 


In celebration of the Philip- 
pine Daily Inquirer's 20th an- 
niversary, get a chance to win 
P3,000 PowerBooks gift certifi- 
cates and be featured in the IN- 
quiner’s pages by writing about 
the power of reading. For contest 
mechanics, log on to 
www. powerbooks.com.ph 


m. 

"Those who want to catch up with this 
concert may call 9007023 or text 0910- 
8851136. Mr. Tomescu will also be heard 
at the Pasig Museum on March 28 as part 
of the ongoing Pasig Summer Music Festi- 
val opened by tenor Otoniel Gonzaga, who 
ran out of encore numbers in that concert. 


ing encouragement, а 
smile, an expression of support 
and, most of the time, by just 
being there to keep the family 
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Seven thespians on one stag 


By Joel Trinidad ater groups here and abroad. He Liesl was working in Sycip, Gorres E! 
Contributor is the brother of Rep' late great and Velayo as a corporate finance 
cofounder Zeneida "Tita Bibor” consultant when she attended а 
REPERTORY PHILIPPINES! Amador, who directed him in the Rep audition and was instantly 
newest production, “7 ng Uma- first-ever Rep production. He took hired. These days, this immensely 
ga,” the nine-member cast of а ‘break from Rep shortly after talented artist spends most of her 
which I am a humble part, isa that, citing creative differences time acting, singing and assistant- 
Philippine adaptation (in English) with the director in the form of directing, 
of Paul Osborn' highly acclaimed her hitting him on the head alot. Miguel Faustmann (first Rep 
Broadway drama “Morning's at Baby Barredo (co-founder, show: “Hello, Dolly,” 1974). An 
Seven.” Repertory Philippines). Who architect by profession, this Aus- 
This play is something of a hasn't heard of Baby Barredo? А trian-Spanish 1985 Aliw awardee 
Repertory Philippines homecom- graduate of the prestigious Juil- is also a director, set designer, 
ing for us, a “new beginning” fora liard School in New York, Tita Ва. voice talent and commercial mod- 
Jot of venerable theater veterans by has performed in and directed el. Interestingly, while many of us 
whose acting experience, taken literally hundreds of plays in sev- have struggled to use unaccented 
together, clocks a staggering 200- eral countries. This, however, is English for this adaptation, 
plus years! her first time to direct a play and Miguel has had nó trouble at all 
Here, in alphabetical order, are star in it at the same time. Thus, sounding completely and authen- 
the nine returning Rep actors of she is the only member of the cast tically Filipino. NG 
“7 ng Umaga.” the director has not yelled at. Jay Valencia-Glorioso (first 2 Po KG йы a 
Tony Amador (first Rep show: Liesl Batucan (first Repshow: Rep show: “Les Misérables,” THE CAST of Repertory Philip ng Umaga,” an adaptation of Paul Osborr's “Morning's at Seven” 
“Miss Julie,” 1967), Tito Tony “Joseph and the Amazing Tech- 1993). Jay is one of the founders 
GA with several the. nícolor Dreamcoat” 1998). (with Karla Gutierrez, Моуп chang first joined Rep as a stage and also smart enough to have Rep show: “The Merchant of 
Cabahug, and several others) of manager/usherette/ticket sell- volunteered to write this article. Venice,"1995). Famous то} 
POC, or the Philippine Opera et/sandwich maker, Tita Bibot Joy Virata (first Rep show: for having the most misspell 
Company. But she is actually a and Tita Baby kept collaring her “How the Other Half Loves,” name in local theater, Сфи 
dancer by training. Not only has and forcing her to step in whenev- 1976). Tita Joy has appeared in Xerez-Burgos is a familiar face 
KAMA A N she trained with Filipinescas, she ersomeactorgotsickorfired. The countless plays and musicals, stage and screen. He joined Reþ] 


^ was also a dance scholar under restis history. written the critically acclaimed 1995, apparently enjoying thee 
HANDOG GRADUATION Ob) |] thenighiyrespecred Tita Radaic. Joe! Trinidad (first Rep show: musical “Miong," and developed perience so much that he waiteda 


Enchang Kaimo (first Rep “Kismet,"1989). Joel is an actor, the immensely successful Reper- full 11yearstodoitagain. $ 
" show: “Lysistrata,” 1968). А for- a voice talent, a commercial mod- tory Children's Theater, where she 
mer drama student of Tita Bibot el, an acting coach, an improv co- has been working with wicked. “7 Ng Umaga" runs March 24- 
and Tita Baby at St. Joseph's, En- median, an English teacher, alyri- witches, dwarfs, boys made of April 9 at Rep's Globe Theater at 
chang was а Rep actor before, cist, and a dazzling playwright wood, and magic beanstalk. Onstage in Greenbelt 1 Call 
there even was a Rep. Though En- who is funny, talented, handsome, ‘Chiqui Xerez-Burgos (first 8870710 or 8919999. 
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